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2012 DIARY DATES 
 

PLEASE NOTE: The information below corrects the wrong details 
circulated in the printed version for which the Editor apologises.  

 

WINTER WALKS  
 

Saturday, 21st January  Pondhead, led by Dave Dibden to  see 

coppice work - meet at the Parc Pale car park on the Beaulieu Road 

out of Lyndhurst (SU308079)  at 10.00 a.m. 

 

Saturday, 18th February  -  Foxbury, led by Phil Marshall to 

see ongoing conservation work  -  meet at the National Trust car park 

on Blackhill Road near Furzley  (SU298177) at 10.30 a.m. 
 

All welcome but no dogs please.   

Expect some mud and uneven ground.   

Bring guests by all means: the more the merrier!   

Walks will take place whatever the weather.  

The contact for both is Peter Roberts on 01725 514480. 
 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Saturday, 21st April at Minstead Village Hall to be followed by 

an afternoon walk.  

 

REQUEST TO ALL MEMBERS 
 

The Association is now able to contact members by e-mail, this 

being one very helpful way in which reminders about forthcoming 

events can be circulated.   If you are happy to be contacted in this 

way, please let Michael Chilcott have your e-mail address.  His         

e-mail address is secretary@newforestassociation.org. If we already 

have your e-mail address, please confirm it to him as above.  Receipt 

of your details in response to this note will be taken as your consent 

for them to be included in the database.  This will not be disclosed to 

other organisations.   
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The Editor’s Page 
 

It’s been a busy summer and I hope that this newsletter will give you 

some idea of what is now in the past, current concerns, and what is 

planned for the future.  A newsletter such as this is primarily an in-

house tool, yet clearly serves a much wider need.  The Forest, 

however you define its boundaries, is a dynamic place and is what it is 

because it combines so many different elements.  So the newsletter 

needs to present the Association and its activities but also to set them 

in their context within this broader community. 
 

I am grateful to Anne Biffin for another of her historical studies, and 

also to Catherine Chatters and David Dibden for items related to 

conservation.  A couple of issues back, Denis Lyle — who sadly has 

since died — suggested strongly that the Mosaic Project should be 

terminated.   Many readers may not be familiar with this project.  This 

issue carries letters in response and also insight into how the project 

works and is valued.  It’s good to have feedback of this kind as I guess 

I am not alone among editors in dreading the thought of having to 

create material to fill the newsletter.   
 

Some items come in unsought but it is always possible to commission 

articles.  The Association has over 900 members.  Perhaps you have 

had passing thoughts or questions in your mind that could lead to an 

article that would be of interest to many.   This is your newsletter, so 

do participate.  I’ll be glad to hear from you, especially if you can take 

up last issue’s invitation to create a Forest themed crossword for us.    
 

Our previous editor, Georgina Babey, handed on a newsletter of high 

standard and I am grateful for the help she gave as I took over the 

task.  I want to conclude with a special word of thanks to those who 

sent messages of appreciation on my first effort as editor. Your  

encouragement was worth more than you can imagine. 

 

Graham  
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REPORTING POSITIVE PROGRESS 
 

First a thank you to all who have helped at this summer's events. It has 

been a fascinating time seeing a number of different strands come 

together. It has been good to see the reaction to our views on the future 

of the Crown Lands and its management. Clearly this was a debate 

that was needed; we have had support from a number of quarters 

including other conservation groups as well as criticism from others 

who don't like to see the boat rocked. Our job, as an independent 

charity, is to look for the best management that we can possibly have 

for the area and if that means shaking things up so be it. Overall, the 

combination of taking a position on issues that matter with continued 

presence at various shows has seen an increase in membership during  

the summer period. 
 

The outings to events will continue as will the trips and walks to help 

members explore and understand changes in the Forest. Two more 

events are planned for January and February to see coppice working in 

Pondhead as well as the restoration work at Foxbury. All events of 

course provide an opportunity for members to meet each other as well 

as a chance to encourage new ones. 
 

The various committees continue to function well with the Land 

Management team providing the impetus for the response to the Panel 

on Forestry. Graham Baker is the new chairman of the Planning 

Committee and with his knowledge, hard work and passion it will, I 

am sure, continue to produce useful work for the Association. The 

boringly named Finance and General Purposes Committee continues 

to act as the administrative body putting Council's wishes into 

practice. After a period of somewhat temporary arrangements in both 

the financial and membership administration functions, in May 2011, 

F&GP put in place a more permanent solution using paid help and 

under the current supervision of our Hon. Secretary, Michael Chilcott. 

Many of you will have noticed a higher profile for the Association as 

we have taken steps to publicise the work we do. Much of what we 

have done over the years has been known only to a few – we are now 

working to obtain our share of media coverage, using professional 

help.   
Peter Roberts  Chairman 
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HELP NEEDED! 

 
An Independent Examiner for NFA's Annual Accounts 

 

The NFA is NOT required under Charity law to provide a full audit 

for our accounts, however they DO need to be examined annually by 

someone with appropriate practical experience.  This could be a    

business person, retired bank officer, bookkeeper or someone with 

similar background. 
 

Trustees are not permitted to undertake this role but the appointment 

of a member would be most welcome because, as the Charity 

Commission says, this can 'bring an added quality of personal 

enthusiasm'. 
 

Our accounts are maintained by a qualified book-keeper and            

examination should therefore be a straightforward task. Anyone   

undertaking this voluntary role can be assured that they are making a 

real contribution to the governance and effectiveness of the NFA. 

 

Membership Database 
 

In order to provide the best possible communication with our      

members we have recently been working hard to improve the          

accuracy of the names, addresses and other information that we hold 

on the NFA database. 
 

With this in mind we would be most grateful if you would review the 

addressee on the envelope which brought this Newsletter and let us 

know of any inaccuracies. 
 

In addition, if you are aware of any NFA members who have died in 

the past few years, please do let us know as we suspect that we are 

mailing former members - Life Members especially - who are no 

longer living. 
 

To discuss the role of Independent Examiner, or to provide               

information, please contact the Hon. Secretary, Michael Chilcott. 

email: secretary@newforestassociation.org; or phone: 023 8028 2532. 
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A BUSY WEEKEND 
 

The weekend of the 10th and 11th September proved to be one of the 

busiest in the calendar for NFA activists.  Over at Romsey Show the 

events team of Geoff Barnes, Roly Errington, Michael Chilcott, and  

William Ziegler were answering questions, making sales and generally 

showing the flag as they have done throughout the season at New 

Park, Frogham and Sway. It has clearly been a successful season with 

more members and funds obtained at the NF Show than ever before. A 

big thank you to all those who have helped on various days. 
 

Meanwhile over in another part of the Forest, Avon Tyrell to be exact, 

a new venture was being tried. The Council for National Parks has 

supported the Mosaic Project along with the YHA for three years. Its 

objectives are to enable Black and Ethnic Minorities to sample, enjoy 

and care for the National Parks by 

finding volunteer champions to work 

within communities. 
 

The Project is in its closing stages and 

chose the New Forest for its final 

AGM. 75 volunteer champions from 

all over England, some of whom had 

never been to any National Park and most of whom had not visited the 

New Forest arrived on the Friday night. The National Park Authority, 

through Nigel Mathews, played the 

lead role of host with organisers, the 

CNP. A variety of events was put on, 

ranging from the traditional visit to a 

commoner’s holding, through an open 

top bus ride tour, to boating along the 

coast. It was often the simplest of 

things that proved most intriguing to a 

group of people who in many cases never travel outside their 

immediate area except to visit relatives. The concept of recreation in 

the countryside being new to many of them, the distant views and 
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animals roaming in the villages as well as on the Forest brought back 

memories of lands far away. 
 

I cannot think of a better way of marking the tenth anniversary of 9/11 

than by taking a group of mixed ethnic backgrounds and religious   

beliefs out for a guided walk over the New Forest as we did on the 

Sunday morning. All the 

delegates, split into four groups, 

were led over the same ground, 

a three mile walk taking in Dur 

Hill. The opportunity was there 

to talk about not only how the 

Forest works but also the 

importance of lowland heaths, 

grazing and the variety of flora 

and fauna that  inhabit them. The questions asked indicated an appetite 

for understanding what makes the Forest special and how it should be 

conserved. Despite over-night rain making some areas treacherous 

everyone was keen to enjoy the morning. The enthusiasm and sense of 

fun throughout the week-end was infectious. The Association, through 

Georgina and myself, led three groups over the two days and also 

stayed for dinner on the Saturday night and were thus able to talk to a 

variety of people ranging from welders to university lecturers. We 

wouldn't have missed it for the world. 

Peter Roberts 

 

 
 

My thanks to Paul Hibberd for 

the suggest ion that the 

sculpture found on Acres Down 

was probably part of an 

exce l lent  env iro nment a l 

education activity run by the 

Minstead Study Centre—Ed. 
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YOUR LETTERS 
 

Mosaic opens the eyes 
 

My visits to New Forest after joining Mosaic are completely different 

to my previous drives by car which happened every now and then. I 

have been in Southampton since 1990 and having heard about the New 

Forest, did visit it, but after joining the Mosaic team, the trip organised 

for new Champions to the New Forest was an eye opener. So much to 

see, so much to enjoy and of course so much to learn about history, 

geography, environment etc.  
 

Attending events arranged by Mosaic Team has given me confidence 

and developed my skills to arrange my own group visits, as well as we 

have been given detailed and practical trainings like First Aid, Health 

& Safety etc. In 2010 I did take a group of elderly Asians (Suhana 

Centre) run by Age Concern to the New Forest which was thoroughly 

enjoyed by each and everyone. This was offered as an   alternative to 

their annual shopping trip to Southall. This year I am planning a trip 

for a Women's group who haven't had an opportunity to visit New 

Forest.   (see photo on page 23)  
 

There is so much to  see and enjoy in the New Forest for people of all 

ages and specially the activities available are fantastic. I was amazed 

to see when the deer are fed how they assemble in one place at a     
certain time. I did wonder how do they get the time right to assemble 

in one place with their necks stretched and ears pinned to the sound of 

the wheels. 
 

Recently the coastal trip around the New Forest was like a mini cruise 

- so much to see from different angles. e.g. the Needles seen from Isle 

of Wight looks so different when seen from Lepe Beach! Or 

elsewhere!  I would recommend everyone to visit New Forest National 

Park which as we all know is a paradise for walkers and in order to 

keep fit stroll along many footpaths, admire the ancient trees, walk 

through woods and enjoy the fresh air. As for me after seeing the 

amazing nature I kept thinking of the Creator and how well it’s been 

looked after. 
 Arzoo Iqbal, Southampton 
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Mosaic Benefits 
 

My personal view concerning the Mosaic project is that people cannot 

be expected to understand and care about places like the New Forest if 

they have no chance to experience and enjoy them. There are a 

number of groups of British people who do not readily engage with 

the countryside, for a variety of reasons. Barriers to access can be 

socio-cultural and psychological as well as physical and economic; 

they are not always easy for us to understand.  
 

The Mosaic project and similar social inclusion initiatives are not 

about forcing people to enjoy the countryside; they are about letting 

people know what is available and that they are welcome if they wish 

to visit. Millions of pounds of public money supports the New Forest 

annually, so it is only right that everyone has a chance to enjoy it.  Put 

simply, these projects are about fairness.  
 

The potential benefits to society are many. Exercise in green space is 

well known to support better physical and mental health, far cheaper 

to provide than expensive medical care. At a time of global social 

unrest, anything which might help foster greater inter-community 

understanding must be a good thing. Perhaps most importantly, areas 

like the New Forest will have more friends if and when they are under 

threat.  
Paul Hibberd, Nairn, Scotland 

 
[This correspondence is now closed, with thanks to all who have contributed — Ed] 

 
 

Let’s leave fungi where we find them 
 

I was interested to read Sara Cadbury’s article about the New Forest’s 

fungi (Newsletter, Summer 2011) and whole heartedly agree that we 

should admire (and photograph) flora and fungi but resist the 

temptation to take any of it away. 
 

It was with dismay that when I attended a local course called: an 

introduction to the identification of fungi last October participants 

were actively encouraged to pick fungi for identification.  Why could 

this not be done with explanations and discussions in the field and by 

digital photography?  The latter is so easy to do and can easily be 
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projected onto a screen, back at the classroom, for all to study. 
 

Experts leading courses should be the first to set an example; 

displeasure at any picking of fungi should be expressed by 

Associations such as the NFA.  It is rare for any wild flower to be 

picked nowadays.  Let it be the same for fungi. 
 

Caroline Clitter, Lymington 

 

Sara Cadbury replies 
 

I,  too, would have been greatly dismayed at the participants on an ‘introduction to 

fungi course’ being encouraged to pick fungi for identification.  This behaviour is 

certainly not necessary or appropriate – and it would be very sad and upsetting to 

witness. 
 

Fungi can be reasonably accurately identified in situ – especially with a magnifying 

mirror to hold under the cap to inspect gills/pores, colour/shape of stem, type of 

ring/or absence of one etc.  A spot of a specific chemical or a tiny piece cut out of a 

fruit body with a sharp knife, to see if there is any colour change, may also help if 

necessary.   But the fungus can still remain maturing in its substrate.  
 

It may, possibly perhaps, be acceptable to pick one example of each of the common 

genera, to point out the main characteristic features to a group, which can then be 

‘replanted’ so the spores can continue to drop and the invertebrates can consume. 
 

To  make an accurate identification of a less common fungus, and to put the record 

on the national data base, as a member of the British Mycological Society, I would 

have to collect the fruit body and put it under a high powered microscope to assess 

various microscopic features.  But such an action would not be necessary for ‘an 

introduction to fungi’ course or for any ordinary fungus foray for the general 

public. 
 

Digital photography can play an important part in identifying a common species 

(especially if the fungus is viewed from all angles!) and there are websites that can 

assist.  No doubt a picture taken at the time of foraying with a digital camera, can 

be passed around the group, to illustrate an important observation by the leader. 
 

I totally agree with the letter writer – experts should set an example, and 

displeasure should be shown at widespread picking.  Fungi should be left for others 

to find, enjoy and photograph, and for the insects and wildlife to benefit from them.  



12 

PROTECTING WHAT IS 
 

Controlling New Zealand pygmyweed  

– a non-native invader of The New Forest 
 

New Zealand pygmyweed (Latin name Crassula helmsii) was 

introduced into the UK in 1911 as an oxygenator for garden ponds. It 

grows quickly and can spread extremely rapidly. Its seeds are believed 

to be non-viable in the UK, but it has a frightening ability to spread 

vegetatively when tiny fragments break off from the plant and grow to 

form new colonies.  By the 1950s it had been recorded growing in the 

wild in Essex and by 1976 it had reached the New Forest. Since then it 
spread through wetland habitats in the forest at an alarmingly fast rate 

to the concern of nature conservationists, the Forestry Commission 

and other landowners. 
 

Various attempts were made to control New Zealand pygmyweed 

using flame-throwers, herbicides, black plastic sheeting and even 

liquid nitrogen. However the pygmyweed proved to be resistant to all 

these methods and has continued to spread through the Forest’s 

ecologically sensitive wetland habitats. 
 

The New Forest Non-Native Plants Project was launched in May 2009 

to tackle the spread of a number of invasive non-native plants in the 

New Forest, including the dreaded New Zealand pygmyweed. The 

project is hosted by the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust 

and is jointly funded by the Environment Agency, Forestry 

Commission, Natural England, the New Forest National Park 

Authority and Defra. 
 

Funding from the New Forest Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) 

Scheme has enabled the Project to commission trials to assess the 

effectiveness of novel control methods which have not yet been tried 

in the New Forest. One of these novel methods is an organic hot foam; 

this is a biodegradable combination of plant sugars and water, applied 

at a very high temperature to rupture the walls of the pygmyweed 

cells. The other new method is an aquatic dye which is applied to the 

water in ponds where the pygmyweed is growing. The dye is a very 

dark purple colour which appears black when added to the pond water. 
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The dye is comprised of red and blue elements which cut out the blue 

and red parts of the light spectrum, thereby disrupting the 

pygmyweed’s ability to photosynthesise. The trials will also involve 

the use of a glyphosate-based herbicide known as Roundup Pro 

Biactive. 
 

All three methods are non-selective ie they will affect all plants, not 

just the New Zealand pygmyweed. The pygmyweed often grows in 

sites which support native plants, some of which are very restricted in 

their national distribution, so it is vital to find a successful method of 

controlling the pygmyweed which does not have a long-term 

detrimental effect on native non-target species. As the pygmyweed’s 

seeds are considered to be non-viable in the UK, the intention is that 

the organic hot foam, aquatic dye and herbicide will kill the 

pygmyweed plants (as well as the native plants) and that the native 

wildflowers will recover by germinating from a buried seed source. 
 

The New Forest’s ponds are also renowned for being important 

habitats for invertebrates such as beetles. Therefore it is vital to find a 

way of successfully destroying the pygmyweed without detrimentally 

affecting the long term viability of the invertebrate populations.   The 

trials have been designed with the support of the Forestry Commission 

and Natural England. 
 

The New Forest Non-Native Plants Project has commissioned Dr 

Naomi Ewald, an expert on the ecology of the New Forest’s ponds, to 

undertake baseline surveys in summer 2011 to record the native plants 

and invertebrates prior to the hot foam, dye or herbicide being applied. 

Dr Ewald will return to the trial sites in 2012 to assess the 

effectiveness of the three methods at controlling the pygmyweed and 

to assess their impact on non-target plants and invertebrates. The 

results of the trials will be published in autumn 2012. 
 

In the meantime, if you see ponds turning black (with the dye), don’t 

panic! It’s not a pollution incident, but important research to help 

conserve our Forest’s wonderful wildlife. For further information, or if 

you have any queries, please contact Catherine Chatters, New Forest 

Non-Native Plants Officer on 023 8042 4205 or at 

CatherineC@hwt.org.uk 
Catherine Chatters 

mailto:CatherineC@hwt.org.uk
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RECOVERING WHAT WAS 
 

The ancient art of coppicing  

practiced at Pondhead 
 

I have been stopped and asked on many occasions what I am doing in 

Pondhead when I seem to be cutting everything down to almost 

ground level. It is with great pleasure that I am then able to explain 

coppicing as the word was derived from a French word meaning ‘to 

cut’, and dates back centuries when it was found that cutting back of 

the tree to almost ground level encourages new growth. This keeps the 

tree at a very juvenile age encouraging it to develop many shoots from 

its base. 
 

A coppiced woodland is divided into areas known as cants or coups, 

where a coup is cut normally in a rotation of 7 - 10 years. The 

coppicing season is between October and 

March, but this does vary depending on the 

season and is best done when the sap has 

stopped rising. It is true that once cut the 

coup does look bare, but the light that is let 

in brings the land to life, and seeds within 

the soil that have laid dormant for many 

years will suddenly come to life as a result 

of the land being open to the warmth and 

sunlight. Plants like dog violet, primrose 

and bugle are just a few of the many plants 

that will begin to grow. This in turn will 

encourage many species of butterfly, one of which is the pearl-

bordered fritillary (photo on page 24). This is one of many species 

whose numbers have declined over the years due to lack of coppicing 

and traditional woodland management. It was first spotted last year in 

Pondhead following a long absence during the time the woodland was 

left unmanaged.  Hopefully, the population will now flourish.  The 

white admiral is also known to be thriving in Pondhead which is the 

largest hazel coppice on Crown land in the New Forest.  As the coups 

are in different growing stages they create diverse habitats which are 
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ideal for different species of flora and fauna. 
 

Birdlife will also thrive in coppiced woodland. Since I have been 

working Pondhead, the thicket stage of coppice has created a haven for 

birds such as the blackcap, chiffchaff, warbler, whitethroat etc.  People 

have commented in the last two or three years on the amount of bird 

song they can hear when walking through the woodland in spring and 

summer. 
 

During the first year of growth the hazel can 

grow up to six feet high; it will then thicken 

and continue to grow. Hazel is a hard wood 

which has many purposes; it is used for 

hurdles, thatching spars, charcoal, as well as 

for bean and pea sticks. I make use of 

absolutely every bit of wood possible and 

make anything from walking sticks, key rings 

to whistles and bird feeders, so nothing is 

wasted.  Having the New Forest Marque has 

provided an outlet for the goods I sell. 
  

A coppiced worked woodland will never die, 

but will be alive to ensure the survival of future generations of flora 

and fauna. It also enhances the area for members of the public.  If you 

ever have the opportunity to walk round Pondhead enclosure at 

Lyndhurst please do stop me and I will be more than happy to answer 

any questions you may have. I see Pondhead as a great conservation 

area and will maintain its upkeep for as long as I am able. 
 

Dave Dibden 

 

SUMMER WALKS 
 

A report on this year’s summer walks has been held over until the 

next issue.    
Ed. 
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YOUR TEN FOR STARTERS 
 

William Ziegler has kindly provided a quiz to test our knowledge of 

the New Forest.   

 

 1.   How many Verderers are there, including the Official Verderer? 
 

 2.   Who runs and is responsible for the Beaulieu Road saleyards? 
 

 3.   Name three World War II airfields in the New Forest. 
 

 4.   Who or what lived in ‘pillow mounds’, the first of which was  

       found on Rockford Common?  
 

 5.   Where are the 10 bends? 
 

 6.   When was the gunpowder factory at Eyeworth started and when  

       did it close? 
 

 7.   Who wrote the novel ‘The Forest’? 
 

 8.   What do the East End Arms and Dire Straits have in common? 
 

 9.   What is the smallest deer living in the New Forest?  
 

10.  From whom did the Forestry Commission take over management  

       of the New Forest? 
 

The answers are on page 21. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

AUTUMN BARBECUE 
 

The excellent early October weather could 

not have been better for our members’   

barbecue at Anderwood along with a walk. 
Peter Frost talked about stream-side       

restoration work along the Black Water 

whilst Sara Cadbury talked about fungi and 

their work in the ecological life cycle. This 
was followed by the barbecue using the   

Forestry Commission's facilities and was a 

relaxed opportunity to enjoy the Forest on 

one of the hottest days of the year.    

Peter Roberts 



17 

THE NEW FOREST SHAKERS 
 

Anne Biffin 
 

   Mary Girling  

leader of the Hordle Shakers  

was buried here in 1886. 
 

The modest tablet on an east buttress of All Saints Church, Hordle marks the 

close of a fourteen year period in local history. It was one of drama, human 

misery and fanaticism. Although Hordle is just outside the Forest bounds, the 

group were known as the New Forest Shakers to distinguish them from the 

American sect of the 18th century.    The "Mother" of the Shakers was born 

Mary Ann Clouting in 1827 of Suffolk farming stock. After a strictly 

Methodist upbringing, she married at the age of twenty a foundry worker by 

name of Girling with whom she had ten children, only two surviving infancy.  
 

In 1864 their lives were dramatically changed when Mrs Girling claimed to 

have had visions that she was the female incarnation of Christ and as such 

was immortal. Her claim that she bore the stigmata was to be disproved 

many years later when being nursed during her final illness. Mrs Girling 

embarked on a tour of the country districts of East Anglia preaching her 

radical views in Methodist chapels until these were barred to her. Thereafter 

she preached in the market towns and streets attracting a considerable 

following, mainly from the agricultural community. 
 

She was described as tall and thin with piercing grey eyes, an eloquent 

tongue and possessing tremendous charisma. In 1870 she and some of her 

followers moved to London forming a commune in Battersea modelling their 

lives on Christ and His disciples. Mr Girling remained in East Anglia. They 

called themselves "Children of God," objecting to the name Shakers by 

which they were generally known due to their habit of dancing and gyrating 

during worship. 
 

Mrs Girling's public preaching attracted a rough element making life in 

Battersea impossible. It was through the generosity of a wealthy adherent, 

Miss Julia Wood, that New Forest Lodge, a large house in Vaggs Lane with 

thirty one acres, livestock and some equipment was acquired. Miss Wood 

paid £2,250 for the property, £1,000 of which was on mortgage, the group 

being responsible for the interest. Mother Girling, as she was known, and her 

"disciples" took up residence in January 1872. During their time at New 

Forest Lodge the community grew to some one hundred and sixty members, 

forty or fifty of them being children. It was a commune in the true sense of 
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the word, members bringing their worldly goods for the benefit of all. They 

adhered to a strict code of behaviour in their personal and working lives. 

Celibacy was observed by married and single members alike. As Christ had 

appeared a second time, albeit in the form of Mrs Girling, and with the 

prospect of immortality, there was no need to go forth and multiply. Children 

in the community had been brought in by new members. Men and women 

had separate sleeping quarters and ate separately, only coming together at 

worship and their daily tasks. The men maintained the property, farmed and 

turned their skills to whatever needed doing, even to making their footwear. 

Women also helped on the land as well as taking care of domestic matters. It 

was against their belief to work for a wage having only one Master, Christ. 

Helping local farmers during harvest was reckoned to be a labour of love, 

though contributions to the common fund were appreciated. In a society 

lacking in financial benefits, it is difficult to comprehend how such a large 

community managed to be self sufficient. This would probably account for 

various reports of the people looking thin and ill fed. When a local minister 

suggested the men might fare better if they earned a wage, Mrs Girling 

advised him, "God will provide," to which he responded, "He helps those 

who help themselves." He was then accused of having too little faith. 
 

The Shakers’ eccentric life style, and women's mode of dress, fascinated and 

shocked staid Victorian society. White dresses were worn on Sundays, but 

during the week the women's working clothes were tunics and trousers with 

scalloped lace edges. Their hair was worn in long ringlets which swung 

wildly during the dance. Hordle residents reported sightseers thronging 

Vaggs Lane down as far as Silver Street and the Three Bells on Sunday 

afternoons. Donkey carts and horse drawn brakes brought trippers from 

twenty miles away to watch the Shakers dancing, or simply to mock or stare. 

Visitors were welcomed at their meetings with courtesy and tolerance, 

though it was Mrs Girling who did most of the talking.  At one such meeting 

the village postman, affected by the dancing, fell to the floor kicking and 

groaning for about an hour. Mrs Girling explained that as he was an older 

man he had a larger number of sins to expunge which made getting rid of 

them more difficult. 
 

Unfortunately matters temporal held little importance for the community, 

and in Spring of 1874 after nearly three years at New Forest Lodge, £25 

interest on the mortgage was unpaid. A distraint of some livestock followed 

for which £137 was raised. No attempt was made to reimburse Mrs Girling 

the surplus, neither was it asked for. In December when further payments 

had not been met, a ten day notice to quit was served on the community. 
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Believing they had money in hand due to the earlier distraint, the notice was 

ignored. 
 

December 15th 1874 was 

bitterly cold and snow had 

begun to fall when, 

witnessed by a large 

crowd, thirty men from the 

Sheriff's office arrived to 

evict the Shakers. An icy 

East wind whipped the 

snowflakes into a blizzard 

as the men set to work. Pianos, bedding other furniture and belongings were 

dumped unceremoniously along the grass verges in Vaggs Lane, all exposed 

to the elements. Pictures and ornaments were smashed and some of the 

furniture broken. Finally Mrs Girling and her group followed, the women 

and children shivering as the wind penetrated their thin clothing. They 

gathered around their leader and began singing, accepting their lot as 

persecution on Earth to be expected in the service of the Lord. After several 

miserable hours the children were taken in at nearby cottages, the remainder 

spending the night huddled by their wet and broken belongings at the 

roadside. Next morning kind neighbours brought the frozen and hungry 

Shakers food and milk, but they had little else that day. 
 

They accepted the offer of shelter in a barn about half a mile away at 

Batchley farm, owned by Mr Beazley where they stayed for about two 

weeks. When Mr Beazley had notice served on him for overcrowding, they 

moved to a larger barn at nearby Ashley Arnewood, home of the Hon. 

Auberon Herbert. Their stay was to be shortlived. After almost three months, 

Mr Herbert, anxious that the men be encouraged to find employment, 

stipulated they should leave the barn during the day, rejoining the group in 

the evening. Mrs Girling was strongly opposed to this, and in the mistaken 

belief the community was to be split, moved them back to Vaggs Lane. 
     

They set up camp in a field near New Forest Lodge slinging carpets across 

poles as makeshift tents. It had been snowing, and conditions at the 

encampment were pitiful. They had no amenities for washing or cooking, 

and this was how they existed until August 1878 when the lease on the field 

expired. By now the number of Shakers had fallen to about eighty, some 

heeding the pleas of their families to return home. Once again they were 

evicted into Vaggs Lane, accompanied by the catcalls and laughter of  

several hundred onlookers. They camped at the roadside until September 
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when, after being charged with obstructing the highway and threatened with 

removal, they did a "moonlight flit" to a field at Tiptoe at the top of Vaggs 

Lane near the Baptist church. They were to live a more organised life there 

for the next eight years paying £12 rent per annum. The encampment 

consisted of a number of calico tents, wooden huts, a chapel and a central 

stove. Conditions were not ideal, but at least they were able to enjoy a more 

peaceful life. Most of their goods had been sold to pay debts and they were 

almost penniless. Char-a-bancs from Bournemouth continued to run twice 

weekly trips to see the Shakers, but public interest in them had begun to 

dwindle. 
 

There would have been time to reflect on the turbulent years since their 

eviction from New Forest Lodge. Miss Wood's nephew had her forcibly 

removed to Laverstock Lunatic Asylum in 1875. The same year an attempt 

was made by a Dr Adams to have Mrs Girling certified. She was brought 

before the bench at Lymington where Dr Adams accused her of mesmerising 

the feet of the dancers. She replied if she was so empowered she would 

exercise this on Dr Adams! Mrs 

Girling acquitted herself well before 

the bench and she was allowed to 

return to Hordle.  
 

Then there were the occasions when 

family members tried to remove 

relatives from the influence of the 

Shakers. This was known as "cutting 

out," and often involved violent 

resistance. One exciting incident 

concerned a young man snatched from 

the Shakers by his father and a friend. 

The young man was tied to the floor of a cart and all haste was made to  

Holmsley station galloping along the winding lanes hotly pursued by a group 

of Shaker men in their horse and cart. Somewhere along the way the father 

stopped to give a labourer sixpence to misdirect the Shakers, then diverted to 

Ringwood station. Once on the train the young man was reported to be "free 

from the spell." 
 

Mrs Girling held meetings in Bournemouth, Poole and Salisbury to generate 

income and stimulate interest in the Shakers and their beliefs. Serious rioting 

occurred at the meeting at Bournemouth Town Hall when the stage was 

stormed. At Poole Assembly Rooms and Salisbury their gyrating and 

dancing was greeted by profane language, boos and hisses, Mrs Girling was 
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often interrupted, and meetings ended in disarray. 
 

Finally, on September 18th 1886 after years of privation and near starvation, 

Mrs Girling died of cancer aged fiftynine. She and her community had faced 

adversity with great fortitude and conviction in their beliefs, however 

misguided some may have thought them. Many kindnesses had been 

extended to them, but it would not be unreasonable to suggest that the size of 

the community and their eccentric life style plus the Sunday visitors, caused 

some Hordle residents to wish them gone. Yet most agreed their treatment 

over the eviction from New Forest Lodge was unjust and excessively harsh. 
 

Mrs Girling's coffin, surmounted by a dahlia wreath, was borne on her pony 

chaise from Tiptoe along Vaggs Lane past New Forest Lodge. The grass 

verges are still there and today the Lodge has been renamed and is a private 

residence. The cortege proceeded to All Saints Church, Hordle, attended by 

about five hundred followers. Mrs Girling was buried near several of her 

fellow Shakers. The few remaining Shakers waited three days and nights by 

her grave in the belief she would rise from the dead. One of the children 

suggested that the flowers be removed from her grave so as not to impede 

her.  With their leader gone, the community finally dispersed, ending a short 

but significant chapter in local history. 
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Your Ten for Starters  -  The Answers 
 

1. 10 
2. New Forest Livestock Society (NFLS) 

3. Stoney Cross, Holmsley, Beaulieu Heath, Ibsley, Needs Ore, Ashley Cross 

4. Rabbits, in specially constructed warrens 

5. Hinchelsey Moor, near Brockenhurst 
6. Started 1860; closed 1926 

7. Edward Rutherford 

8. John Ilsley 

9. Muntjac  
10. The Office of Woods 
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NEW FOREST ASSOCIATION 
www.newforestassociation.org 
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                      Tel: 02380 812242    e-mail: eyre@bramshaw.co.uk 
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Chairman    Peter Roberts, Sirius, Hatchet Close, Hale,  

                      Fordingbridge, SP6 2NF   Tel: 01725 514480 

                      e-mail: chairman@newforestassociation.co.uk 
 

Vice          John Ward, 34 Avenue Road, Lymington, SO41 9GJ 

Chairman      Tel: 01590 671205  e-mail: johnontrike@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Hon              Michael Chilcott, Penny Cottage, Silver Street, Emery 

Secretary    Down, Lyndhurst, SO43 7DX   Tel: 02380 282532 

                       e-mail: secretary@newforestassociation.org 
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Arzoo Iqbal and Suhana Day Centre  

members visit the Reptile Centre 

(see page 9) 

 

  

 

 

Peter Frost  

explains stream-side restoration   

(see page 16) 

 

 

 

Photo:  Peter Roberts 

Oyster Mushrooms (Pleurotus ostreatus) 

(see page 10) 

Photo:  Graham Long 
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Part of the mural created by Heywood Sumner  

in the church of St. Mary the Virgin at Llanfair Kilgeddin 

JOIN US NOW! 
Membership Subscription Rates 

 

Ordinary member—payment by Bankers Order—£15 pa (min) 
Ordinary member—payment by cheque—£17 pa (min) 
Joint member £25 (£29)   Junior member £7.50 (£8.50) 

Life member £300 (min) 
Please consider paying by Bankers Order and/or completing a Gift Aid Declaration 

For Bankers Order forms, please contact 

Michael Chilcott,  

Penny Cottage, Silver Street, Emery Down,  

Lyndhurst, SO43 7DX   

or visit www.newforestassociation.org  
to download an application form  

 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary at Pondhead 
(see page 14) 


