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JOIN US NOW!
Membership Subscription Rates (from Jan 2009)

Ordinary member - payment by Bankers Order - £15 pa (min)
Ordinary member - payment by cheque - £17 pa (min)

Life member £300 (min)
Please consider paying by Bankers Order and/or completing a Gift Aid Declaration

For Bankers Order forms, or any other membership queries, 
please contact:

William Ziegler, Lords Oak Cottage, Landford, 
Salisbury, SP5 2DW. Tel: 01794 390344

or visit www.newforestassociation.org
to download an application form

Sway Away Day 
Council Members 
man the NFA 
Stand at Sway 
Fête, 5.7.08

Photo: Peter Roberts

The Coastal Challenges field trip 
to Hurst Spit, NPS Conference    

October 18th, 2008                         
                                         Photo: Roly Errington

The NFA stand at the New Forest Show 2008
Photo: Peter Roberts



NFA CHRISTMAS CARDS

The need to find a more economical supplier will delay the purchase 
of NFA Christmas cards until next year. Limited supplies of the cards 

below are available. 

 The cards measures 4in (10.2cm ) x 5in (12.7cm)
Available in packs of 10, complete with envelopes.

Inside the card is the message Best Wishes for Christmas & the New 
Year (also available as blanks). The NFA logo appears in one corner.

£3 for a pack of 10, including postage.

Orders and enquiries to Graham Baker
Tel: 01590 623935

Brookley Farmhouse, Sway Road,
Brockenhurst, Hants., SO42 7RX

e mail: brookleyfarmhouse@btinternet.com

     

Islands Thorns Inclosure following tree felling, 
April 2008
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LETTERS
Ed.- Apologies to Mr Baldwick who intended this letter for the last edition. Space 
prevented its inclusion then but, as the ferry debate continues I felt it was still relevant.

Lymington - Yarmouth Ferries
Dear Editor
 I wonder if our members are aware of the threat to the New 
Forest presented by the new Lymington-Yarmouth ferries? Wightlink 
have consistently described these as “slightly” or “marginally” bigger. In 
fact ships are usually measured by displacement, and their own website 
admits that this goes up by 76%, hardly a small increase.
 But what really is most worrying is that the carrying capacity 
of the new ferries goes from 130 tonnes to 360 tonnes. This means the 
ferries can carry loads that are nearly three times as heavy as the present 
ferries. In addition the height of the loading decks has increased to 5 
metres, the same height as motorway bridges. I do not think this is for the 
benefit of cars! This means that for the first time, Wightlink will be able 
to carry full sized container lorries on the route.
 It does not take a huge leap of imagination to see larger volumes 
of freight traffic being tempted to the Lymington-Yarmouth route by such 
means as “off-peak” freight fares. Will this lead to increased volumes of 
large lorries trundling through our Forest? Fortunately the low bridge 
into Lymington prevents full size lorries going in from the direction of 
Brockenhurst, but there are other routes via Beaulieu and Milford. Let us 
hope the low bridge is not replaced!
 Nevertheless, while we worry about air traffic and the Lyndhurst 
By-pass, I think the Association needs to keep a close watch on the ferry 
developments, and the freight traffic implications which are just around 
the corner... literally!

Chris Baldwick,
Sandy Down, 
Boldre.

Re: Chairman’s Report, Summer/Autumn Newsletter
Dear Editor,
 I suggest that following the AGM and questions to Mr Chatters, 
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chairman of the New Forest National Park Authority, newspaper reports 
of the remarks of the judge, who rejected the challenge at the High Court 
against Christchurch Borough Council’s planning consent for expansion 
of Bournemouth International Airport, are relevant.
 Such reports appeared in the Bournemouth Daily Echo on 23.4.08, 
and in New Milton Advertiser on 31.5.08. The judge, Sir George Newman 
discussed the NFNPA case, ruling “It is simply not arguable...”.
 Mr Kendal, leader of New Forest District Council, warned that 
local authorities no longer trusted the NPA. He described the Authority 
as an unelected quango using taxpayer’s money of Christchurch and that 
they should be compensated. Mr Kendal is a member of the Authority.
 Mr Jones, chairman of Christchurch Borough Council’s Planning 
Committee, complained that an unelected body chose to waste so much 
taxpayer’s money - an estimated £15,000 for Christchurch - to fight the 
case. 
 I submit that such reports are of interest to members of NFA.

Michael A. Hodges,
Highcliffe.

Decline of slow worms
Dear Editor
 I went to Bramshaw school and I remember visiting Bramshaw 
church yard where there were Victorian style glass domes on the graves, 
filled with white artificial flowers. If you lifted them you would find slow 
worms sleeping peacefully underneath - “those were the days”.

Maureen Williams,
Southampton.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE
The deadline for copy to be included in the summer/autumn ‘09 edition 
of the newsletter is 31st May,2009. Please send letters, articles 
and views to The Editor, Georgina Babey, Sirius, Hatchet Close, Hale, 

Fordingbridge, SP6 2NF, email: geebabey@tiscali.co.uk.
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PINNICK WOOD PIG POUND
Anne Biffin

One spring morning a few years ago I drove to the Red Shoot Inn to 
meet a friend with the intention of planning a Ramblers walk over lunch. 
The New Forest Ordnance Survey Outdoor Leisure map shows a tiny 
enclosure in Pinnick Wood (GR 198077) which in Heywood Sumner’s 
Wessex by Barry Cunliffe, is described as a medieval pig enclosure. We 
wondered how much of it was still evident, and were keen to find it.

Taking a path through Red Shoot Wood to Greenford Bottom we crossed the 
bridge over the Linford Brook and picked a way through the open marshy 
area towards Pinnick Wood which looked rather daunting on entering 
with its tangled thickets and twisted trees. A compass bearing led to an 
improbable track which opens into a beautiful ride.  Following it through 
the lonely wood to the open heath overlooking Akercombe Bottom, the 
traffic on the A31 could be seen and heard at this point. 

Heading through a group of trees on a slight elevation, there was no 
difficulty in finding a perfect little enclosure measuring about 20 by 
16 paces. On a further visit in the summer it was more difficult to find, 
being well obscured by ferns. The surrounding ditch has been filled with 
centuries of leaf mould, and any fencing around the top had long since 
disappeared. It is ideally situated where oak trees abound, and with the 
entrance facing down the slope to the stream in Akercombe Bottom. A 
tree had fallen across a section of the embankment, but a subsequent 
request to the Forestry Commission resulted in the tree being removed, 
and it was found no permanent damage had been done. 

George Heywood Sumner was responsible for recording this delightful 
little pig pound for the Ordnance Survey. His attention had been drawn 
to it by a group of picnickers who thought it was a fairy ring. He judged 
it to be too large for a bee garden and too small for defence, and refers to 
Gilpin’s Remarks on Forest Scenery, first published in 1791. 

Here Gilpin describes the traditional method of training pigs to return 
home each evening. During the day the swineherd gathered and placed 
little piles of acorns on the bracken strewn floor of the enclosure. In the 
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evening he sounded his horn to summon the pigs home. Being clever 
creatures they soon associated the horn with a safe bed for the night and 
a free supper, and scurried in from all directions.

Pigs of the medieval period resembled the wild boar, being high at the 
shoulder and shorter in the back. No doubt they tasted better than the 
bacon of today.

It was a delight to have found the pig pound, and before moving on a 
toast of thanks in Adam’s ale was raised to Mr Heywood Sumner. 

The walk was included in the following Ramblers programme, and an 
intriguing slice of Forest lore was passed on to a very interested group of 
walkers endorsed by showing them a copy of Heywood Sumner’s stylised 
drawing (see below) of the pig enclosure.

Council News
Welcome to Brian Tarnoff who has joined the Council and will also 

take Richard Reeve’s place as the Association’s 
representative on the New Forest Access Forum.
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SOLENT PROTECTION SOCIETY CONFERENCE: 
‘WHAT FUTURE FOR THE SOLENT‛S 

SALTMARSHES?‛
Alan Inder

On 23 September 2008 the Solent Protection Society held a major 
Conference at the National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, on the theme 
‘What Future for the Solent’s Saltmarshes?’ The Society’s ability to 
attract eminent speakers from a range of key organisations, and the fact 
that around 120 people attended, shows that it is a highly important and 
topical subject.

Ian Townend, HR Wallingford’s Research Director, one of the country’s 
leading experts on saltmarsh research and restoration and habitat creation 
schemes, gave a thought provoking scene setting overview.  Speakers from 
Natural England and the Environment Agency emphasised the importance 
of saltmarshes for biodiversity and coastal defence, respectively.  Channel 
Coastal Observatory staff gave an impressive presentation on past and 
predicted changes to saltmarshes which showed that saltmarshes are 
likely to disappear from parts of the Solent within 30 to 50 years.  This 
was reinforced by the conclusions of the EU-funded BRANCH project 
that also looked at the implications for spatial planning. 

The afternoon session was devoted to Saltmarsh Restoration and 
Habitat Creation, starting with the best examples from around England 
(primarily the Humber and Thames estuaries), and then looking at the 
potential for schemes in the Solent. The Environment Agency’s Regional 
Habitat Creation Programme was presented, followed by a summary 
of Southampton University’s study (for the EA and Hampshire County 
Council) of the potential for the beneficial use of dredgings for the 
restoration and recharge of saltmarshes. Andy Bradbury of New Forest 
District Council gave a brief talk on the possibilities for saltmarsh 
restoration in the western Solent. The Conference concluded with a panel 
discussion on the key issues.

Feedback about the Conference has been very postitive. There is no 
doubt that it greatly improved the understanding of saltmarsh issues, 
and aroused a great deal of interest. However, as with most if not all 
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conferences, although many important issues were highlighted and 
debated they remain unresolved. The SPS Council is considering what 
needs to be done, and in particular what role the Society should play. 
In order to be as well informed as possible, the Society would welcome 
views from all who have an interest in this important subject.

Conference Proceedings are being produced, and are expected to be 
available by early December. Every Conference delegate will receive 
a copy, and additional copies can be purchased at £10 each, from the 
SPS Secretary, Mrs Judy Davies: Tel: 01453 511175, or email: judy.
davies8@btinternet.com.

The Conference was sponsored by Beaulieu Manor Estate, who provided 
the venue, and BP, who funded the publication of the Proceedings.  

The above summary was prepared by Alan Inder, a member of the Solent 
Protection Society’s Council.

Jenni Tubbs attended the conference representing the New Forest 
Association and would support the statement above about the issues 
being unresolved. There would also appear to be opportunities for more 
collaboration between the various organisations involved in research 
and it is especially important that the whole of the Solent is considered, 
i.e. including the Isle of Wight.

Don’t forget to log on to our website 
for all the latest information and event timings 

- and to prompt friends and relatives to join us in 
our Forest campaigns!

www.newforestassociation.org
Shortlisted for the 

Hantsweb 
AWARDS

2008
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CHAIRMAN‛S REPORT
Campsites
At the April Verderers Court the Commoners Defence Association raised 
a number of matters arising from Forest Holidays’ mismanagement of 
some campsites. Initially we pursued any complaints privately and were 
optimistic that they were mistakes that would be rectified. However, some 
six months on, although aware that meetings have taken place and some 
corrections have been made, we remain concerned by Forest Holidays’ 
apparent reluctance to seek permission for works and developments, as 
they are required to do. 

Whether the appropriate regulator is the Planning Authority or the 
Verderers, Forest Holidays seem inclined to take action first and deal 
with the consequences of their unauthorised changes if and when they 
are noticed. Some infringements are clear cut, such as the installation of 
additional electrical hook ups that have appeared without authorisation. 
Other instances are suspected by our members, but evidence is sometimes 
only anecdotal. 

In view of this we believe that some benchmark data is needed for each 
campsite. This data could then be used as a basis for a regular audit of 
the sites to check for unauthorised changes and to monitor their overall 
condition. Such information would include installation and equipment 
details at each site and also report on the loss of grazing and woodland 
canopy. Photographic evidence will also be used to provide a year-on-
year record of each facility.

As these campsites are on the open Forest they also fall within the remit 
of the Verderers who share our concerns. We have therefore offered to 
work with them in producing such a report and our Land Management 
Committee are actively pursuing the matter to try and ensure that all the 
survey work required has been finished before the next camping season 
begins.

National Park Societies Annual Conference, Foxlease, Lyndhurst
Every National Park has a “watchdog” society, all doing the same job as 
we do in the Forest, and this October saw the New Forest Association 
play host to the Societies annual conference.  



9

The societies comprise the Associations of the New Forest and North 
Yorkshire Moors; Friends of the Lake District, Pembrokeshire NP, and 
the Peak District; and the Societies of Dartmoor, Exmoor, Yorkshire 
Dales, South Downs, Snowdonia, Broads and Brecon Beacons.

Unfortunately word went round that this was a conference of National 
Park Authorities and a demonstration was planned. Luckily we found out 
about this and were able to correct the rumour (in fact make clear that it 
was the diametric opposite). In the event only two protesters tried to enter 
the Foxlease grounds before being warned off the premises where Girl 
Guiding activities were also taking place.

The conference was the first hosted by the New Forest Association and 
we were delighted that everything went to plan, culminating in a hugely 
successful weekend attended by members from each of the National Park 
Societies. The conference sponsors were INEOS, whose headquarters is 
in Lyndhurst, and RWE npower at Fawley Power Station and our thanks 
are extended to them for their support.

We are also very grateful to New Forest Marque who provided wonderful 
examples of local produce, Ringwood Brewery for some free beer, and 
the staff of Foxlease who looked after everyone wonderfully.

The conference included presentations and field trips given by various 
leading academics, conservationists and specialists. The subjects chosen 
were relevant to all the National Parks, and included affordable housing, 
climate change, community involvement and industrial neighbours.
The conference theme - Adapting to Change - emphasized the need for 
people to work together to ensure a sustainable future for National Parks 
in changing climatic and economic times.

For the small team involved in putting it all together - on top of their 
existing Association commitments and their need to earn a living - it 
represented a huge amount of work and I extend my grateful thanks to 
them. Judging by the positive feedback received, I am confident that the 
conference has raised the standing of the Association in the eyes of its 
peers, and those it tries to work with and influence, for the benefit of the 
Forest.

 William Ziegler
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Remember us in your will
Please consider mentioning the New Forest Association

 in your will 
Associations like ours benefit greatly from people having the 

forethought to bequeath us a sum in their wills. These amounts 
are used to increase our ‘campaign’ funds, and will give you 

the prospect of being able to help influence important decision 
making into the future

BOOK REVIEW
A Mouthful of Stars by Sylvia Oldroyd

Sylvia Oldroyd, of Hardley, is one of the Forest’s foremost poetic talents. 
I have been moved and amazed by her poems for many years and was 
delighted to see that she has produced another collection, A Mouthful 
of Stars. I find myself envying all those poetry lovers who have yet to 
discover Sylvia’s work. I remember with clarity the first time I read one 
of her poems, and the realisation that I was reading something signifi-
cant. You will find that her visual images stay with you - the Hythe Ferry 
panting towards Town Quay, the pewter shield of Setley Pond, and the 
adder’s “graffito scrawled on the track”. The perfect stocking filler.

Georgina Babey

Brimstone Press, 2008  Paperback £5.50
ISBN 978-1-906385-05-7

Available from Chapter One Bookshop, Hythe or from Sylvia at:
The Nutshell, New Road, Hardley, Hythe, SO45 3NL (£6 to inc. p&p)
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HORSE KEEPING AND THE NEW FOREST 
NATIONAL PARK‛S DRAFT POLICIES

Peter Frost
Not so many years ago it was possible to drive your car across the 
open Forest and camp almost anywhere. The car free zones and formal 
campsites brought in by the Forestry Commission in the mid sixties and 
early seventies were very unpopular and produced great unrest, the cry 
was that it ‘restricted people’s freedom.’ Could you visualize the New 
Forest today without car free zones with the modern 4x4 and the increased 
population in the south east of England? It is worth considering this fact 
when looking at the proposals in the National Park’s Draft Plan.

National planning rules on change of use from agricultural to leisure 
have been with us for a long time, but because of the grey areas that 
exist between farm diversification, commoners holdings, grazing horses 
and keeping horses no one worried too much. Only in recent years has 
the more intense leisure horse keeping started to be noticed. Many horse 
owners are unaware that planning permission was required for a range 
of developments including ‘movable’ stable blocks that never move, 
lighting, maneges and the subdivision of fields into small paddocks. 

The National Park Authorities’ draft development control policies on 
horse keeping are very similar to those adopted from the New Forest 
District Council. The NPA has been using them for the last three years. 
The updated policy tries to address the grey areas by stating some of the 
characteristics that identify what constitutes horse keeping, as separate 
from grazing, which would not require planning permission. Some 
parishes have seen more than 25% of their agricultural fields systems 
changed to intensive recreational horse keeping with fragmented fields 
of white tape, post and rail, stable blocks, shelters and other scattered 
paraphernalia which is more typical of that marginal land found around 
our cities.

This ‘un-tidiness’ is not to be confused with established commoners 
holdings which are part of the cultural identity of the New Forest 
and without the grazing animals the New Forest Commons would be 
endangered. Indeed the National Parks policy is an attempt to reduce the 
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loss of grazing land to New Forest Commoners who are being displaced 
by highly priced land; agricultural land is about £8,000 an acre whereas 
leisure horse keeping land, with permission, could be worth £35,000 or 
more. With increasing financial pressures on the large estates more land 
could be sold and split into paddocks. Those horse owners that have been 
established for a number of years should have no concerns but those just 
starting to develop their fields specifically for ‘horse keeping’ should 
first talk to the planners.

The National Park Authority has a legal requirement to protect our 
landscape from damaging change, but the policies are still in a draft stage 
and the wording can be altered. As long as we all keep our minds open 
to good arguments it should be possible to find a form of words that will 
protect the special qualities of the National Park and still enable horse 
owners to enjoy their pastime, which is also an important part of the New 
Forest.

MEMBERSHIP & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
REPORT

At the end of another season of taking our travelling exhibition to shows 
and events in the Forest I would like to thank all those who generously 
volunteered their time, generally at the weekend, to come and man the 
stand. And I would also thank all of you who came to see us, with your 
questions, comments, criticism and sometimes praise! We really do enjoy 
meeting our members, but we would like to see even more of you next 
year. 

Though we now go to many events in the north, west and centre of the 
Forest we want to include more fairs, shows or fêtes taking place along the 
coast and up the Waterside. Below are a few of the areas we are interested 
in; so if you live in any of them, or know of some event there that you 
think it would be good for the NFA to be present at (and, hopefully, 
recruit a few new members) please let the Editor know: Ashurst, Bartley, 
Beaulieu, Boldre, Cadnam, Dibden, Hythe, Fawley, Foxhills, Holbury, 
Lymington, Milford, Netley, New Milton, Norley Wood, Wootton.
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I hope that you will flood us with suggestions, and though we probably 
won’t be able to get to all of them, your expert local knowledge will be 
much appreciated.

It takes a great deal of effort and commitment to keep the ‘roadshow’ going 
and it is still just a dedicated half dozen or so members of Council who 
do the lion’s share of the work.  If we are at an event near you next year 
do please volunteer to give us a hand - maybe just an hour, an afternoon 
or even the whole day if you have the energy!  Expert knowledge of the 
Forest is not a requirement, as there is always at least one ‘sage’ on hand 
to deal with detailed matters.  All we ask is that you are happy to share 
your love for the Forest with others.

Over the winter we will be starting the much needed overhaul of our 
publicity leaflets and other documents.  Along with this we will be 
freshening up our exhibition stand with new display panels, photographs 
and film show material.  The panels, in particular, have a very tough life 
and are beginning to look somewhat tired and ragged; the need to overhaul 
them became even more necessary after the battering they received at the 
Ellingham Show this year, where the rain came into the tents horizontally 
for most of the day and nearly everything ended up saturated.

With best wishes to you all for Christmas, and a reminder that you really 
shouldn’t miss out on the NFA Christmas cards this year! 

Roly Errington, Chairman (M&D Comm)

Mud,
mud,

glorious
mud -
at the 

Romsey
Show in

early 
Sep 

2008

Photo:
R Errington
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FLEA COLLECTING & RECORDING
Bob George

There are thousands of naturalists 
who are interested in birds or mam-
mals, butterflies and moths etc.  At the 
other end of the scale there is a single 
recorder of the distribution of British 
fleas (siphonaptera) - me. 

In the UK we have 62 kinds of fleas 
listed and they will be found in the 
nest material, or on the bodies, of 

their hosts. Therefore, a siphonapterist needs to be an ornithologist and 
a mammalogist, as well. At the present time Hampshire has 38 kinds of 
fleas recorded.

Most fleas are relatively easy to collect. Cats and dogs will play host to 
two kinds but the true dog flea has become quite uncommon. Fleas on 
dogs are almost always really cat fleas. Bird nests from nesting boxes 
will give another two kinds. House martin nests have three inland and 
two more on coastal cliffs. Often fleas are present in very large numbers. 
I have received 7116 from a Guernsey hedgehog and over 5000 from a 
single house martin nest - but these figures are extreme!

Flea distribution is calculated on the basis of the recorded presence in a 
10km square of an Ordnance Survey Map. I will endeavour to identify 
any fleas sent to me provided they are accompanied by suitable data: host 
species and sex, body or nest, locality (with grid reference to six places, 
if possible), collection date, collector’s name and address etc. A collect-
ing information sheet is available from me if you are keen to get started.  
Address details below - an SAE would be much appreciated. 

Good hunting!

R S George, FLS., FRES., 54, Richmond Park Avenue, Bournemouth, 
Dorset, BH8 9DR. Tel: 01202 515238



15

POLLARDING IN THE ANCIENT & 
ORNAMENTAL WOODLANDS

Neil A Sanderson 
and members of the Land Management Committee

Paul Hibberd’s interesting and provocative article (Monuments in Care, 
NFA Newsletter Summer/Autumn 2008, p11) on what to do with the 
ancient lapsed pollards of the New Forest was discussed at a meeting of 
the Land Management Committee. Currently, Forest Enterprise’s policy 
on pollarding in the Forest is to carry out the type of crown reduction to 
the top heavy pollards described by Paul, close to roads and car parks. 
Here this action is an alternative to felling or very heavy pruning of trees 
judged dangerous. The appeal from Paul is to extend the crown reduction 
of top heavy pollards much further into the woods of the open Forest 
to extend their lives and to revive the tradition of pollarding trees. This 
would be a marked departure from the general policy of doing as little as 
possible within the Ancient & Ornamental Woods. 

Paul’s article is excellent for correcting the error propagated in many 
books about the Forest that pollarding ceased in 1698 and, as he stresses, 
it probably continued until the Deer Removal Act of 1851 removed the 
keepers duty to feed the deer, although serious attempts to reduce or stop 
it occurred in 1806. 

Thanks to the researches of Richard Reeves we know a lot more about 
how pollarding was carried out in the 17th century. Only ash trees were 
recorded as being cut in summer and the branches and dried leaves stored 
as leaf hay for the winter. Other species were cut in winter during hard 
weather to feed directly to deer, either as bark and buds in the case of oak 
and beech or, in the case of holly, bark and leaves. The resultant left over 
wood belonged to the keepers as a perk. Cutting of species other than ash 
began at St Andrew’s Tide (30th November), with thorns cut in spring. In 
the 17th century keepers were regularly fined for cutting pollards without 
regard to feeding the deer; they appear to have been cutting on a longer 
cycle than desirable for feeding deer; thus providing themselves with 
more wood by cutting large branches, rather than young twiggy growth.  



16

A 17th century document specifically blames browsing (pollarding) by the 
keepers for converting thriving and useful trees to spoiled and decayed 
dotards (veteran trees). It is probable that pollarding was a key factor in 
conserving ancient decaying trees and the associated veteran tree flora 
and fauna at a time when the timber of the open Forest woodlands were 
being heavily exploited. 

This brings us to an issue where I have to disagree with Paul’s article. 
Although pollarding may have been important in preventing ancient trees 
being felled when the woods were being managed, there is no evidence 
they are now any more valuable for wildlife than ancient maiden 
(unpollarded) trees. Rare lichens and fungi occur equally on ancient 
maidens and pollards. What seems more important is that naturally 
leaning, damaged and twisted trees are left; these provide the same 
habitats as lapsed pollards and are presumably the natural home of such 
wildlife. This is precisely what has occurred with the policy of leaving 
the Ancient & Ornamental woods largely unmanaged since the 1870s. 
Grazing is particularly important as this results in unevenly stocked, 
patchy and relatively open woods, hence encouraging bushy, leaning and 
twisted trees.  A forester’s nightmare but a treat for wildlife and the eye.

The ancient lapsed pollards are certainly an important part of the 
visual impact of the Ancient and Ornamental woods. The current living 
landscape, however, is the result of a unique history, which can not be 
repeated.  Pollarding was part and parcel of a system of exploitation that 
also involved widespread felling within the woodlands.  There is no reason 
why pollarding can not be revived by cutting new trees if so wished, and 
this has occurred on a small scale. To be successful, however, it would 
probably require the revival of some sort of tradition of pollarding, as 
has occurred with holly cutting. New tree pollards cut on the dictates of 
current management plans stand every chance of never being cut again.  

The Land Management Committee was not persuaded that attempting 
to restore lapsed pollards beyond the road verges and car parks was an 
issue it could support.  The Ancient and Ornamental woods are gracefully 
and gently passing into a different but equally rich landscape.  Ancient 
lapsed pollards are living beings and will die eventually, whether cut or 
not. Beech especially is a very sensitive tree and crown thinning may 
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not actually be very efficacious; it could hasten death to many, while 
extending the lives of others.  As there are already more ancient maiden 
trees than pollards this transition is already well under way and it is not 
obvious that recutting lapsed pollards would help this transition.
Reference
Reeves, R P (2006) Use and Abuse of a Forest Resource: New Forest Documents, 
1632-1700. New Forest Ninth Centenary Trust, Lyndhurst.

PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORT
This has been a very busy autumn for many members of the Association 
with the release of a Draft Plan and Recreation Management Strategy by 
the NPA as well as Conservation Area amendments to consider. Further 
afield we have also looked at the proposed changes to the South East 
Plan. All have required considerable work preparatory to comment.

The Park Authority Draft Plan has some of the strongest conservation 
measures ever seen in a New Forest Plan. If they are retained in the final 
plan they will require considerable work to implement and backing from 
organisations who value the whole of the Forest, not just for today but 
for the future. Whilst we are aware that there was some poor wording in 
supporting material in one or two sections the actual policies are very 
encouraging and we will do our utmost to support the vast majority of 
them. 

The one major area that does concern us is zoning. Whilst recognising 
that there are benefits in limiting certain activities to appropriate areas 
formalising this in a planning document gives out the wrong messages. 
The use of any hierarchical system of zoning inevitably degrades those 
lower in the eyes of the public as well as land managers. The whole area 
is a National Park and it is important that policies are applied over it 
universally. 

Buttercap fungi 
(collybia butyracea) 

in beech litter, 
November 2008

Photo: Peter Roberts
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Some areas including the coast and the Crown lands have additional 
protection through a variety of measures. The major national one is a 
S(ite) of S(pecial) S(cientific) I(nterest). The Crown lands are also 
a S(pecial) P(rotection) A(rea) which adds European protection for 
the breeding sites of honey buzzards, woodlarks, kingfisher, nightjar, 
Montagu’s harrier and the Dartford warbler. Much of the Crown lands are 
a ‘Wetland of International Importance’ and designated under the Ramsar 
Convention. A further European protective designation is the S(pecial) 
A(rea) of C(onservation). Linked to the Habitats Directive this provides 
for protection of endangered, vulnerable or rare species such as the great 
crested newt, the brook lamprey, stag beetle and the southern damselfly. 
All of these designations remind us of just how rare some of the habitats 
are that we take for granted when we ride or walk on the Forest. 

The New Forest provides the last area of any size of lowland heath, mires 
and pasture woodland in Britain and are of major importance in Europe. 
It is very easy as a local to take this wonderful area for granted and just 
assume that it can cope with all that we throw at it but there is a limit. 
This draft Plan allows us chance (and we believe we helped influence 
it last autumn at the New Forest New Chapter sessions) to put in place 
policies that will help it survive in a better condition than at present. 

The NPAs work on adding new as well as amended Conservation Areas 
continues. Changes to the Lyndhurst one have recently been approved. 
Our comments on Beaulieu, Exbury and Buckler’s Hard suggested that a 
much larger area of the Beaulieu River frontage should be included. This 
has been taken on board by the NPA officers who are to revise their work 
and do a fresh consultation.

The New Forest District Council continues to provide certain services to 
the area and its Core Strategy document is also up for consultation this 
autumn – we should have added our thoughts by the time this Newsletter 
is published.

At a regional level the housing numbers are set by the Government Office 
of the South East who have proposed some changes. We have commented 
strongly on the inappropriateness of setting housing numbers within a 
National Park and used other parks as an example. The difficulties that 
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will be faced by the area if adjacent housing increases pressure on the 
Park has also figured in our response.

Following her move to Chilbolton we have lost Liz Malcolm from our 
team. Her former role as Director of Planning at NFDC meant we had 
the advantage of considerable expertise to call on for which we have 
been extremely grateful. The gap this left has allowed us to approach 
John Ward, the recently retired Director of Strategy and Planning at the 
NPA, who has agreed to join our committee. We are already receiving the 
benefit of his sage advice and are delighted he is working alongside us.

We are aiming to improve our links with other organisations, in particular 
CPRE who have a county set-up but not a local one. Much of their former 
local expertise has been used by the NFA Council, and in particular this 
Committee which has three former local branch chairman amongst its 
members. We have invited Eve Gillmon, a long term member of NFA, 
to join our committee and liaise with CPRE at Winchester. The CPRE 
response to the draft NPA Plan is very encouraging.

Peter Roberts, Chairman (Planning Comm) 

On the Edge - stock grazing at Keyhaven Marshes, October 2008
Photo: Peter Roberts
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