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Letter from our Chairman

Looking back at some previous issues of this magazine, I see that 
my summer holidays have been a cause for comment, often ruefully 
pointing out how some European national parks seem to minimise 
disturbance and manage recreation more effectively than seems 
possible in the New Forest. So, once again some holiday notes from the 
Pyrénées, this time news about re-wilding.

A few years ago, when Sheila and I were cycling around the Pyrénées, 
we could not help but notice that the names of cyclists painted on 
mountain roads used by the Tour de France were greatly outnumbered 
by those against the re-introduction of bears – “OURS NON”. The 
road painting has now gone and the bears have been re-introduced. 
Yet it would be wrong to say that all is well. The press, of course, like 
problem stories and the Spanish blame “French bears” for cross-border 
skirmishes, but the government compensation scheme has become 
a quasi-subsidy, with paid-out claims for bear-caused sheep loss 
remarkably high for 40 bears!

Another spin-off has been the – again subsidised – re-introduction of 
Patou dogs (Pyrenean Mountain Dogs) to grow up and live with the 
flocks of sheep, so bolstering an important cultural tradition, related 
to the transhumance of sheep, that had all but disappeared. We 
encountered them as we cycled on mountain roads and they seemed 
very vigilant in their role, watching us calmly, but with a very clear body 
language implying, “If you don’t touch my sheep, I won’t touch you”. If 
only instead of dogs out of control there was a breed that could provide 
the same protection from foolish visitors and uncontrolled dogs for New 
Forest Commoners’ stock!

Back in the New Forest, we were this year once again on our stand in 
the Heart of the Forest section of the New Forest Show. Thanks to those 
of you who dropped in to say hello. This year we had a board with a 
simple message asking visitors to the stand to write down and pin up 
their thoughts on What Should We Be Campaigning About?

In no particular order of priority, the table opposite shows what we 
collected. In addition to those who added their thoughts, lots of other 
visitors to the stand just read the comments and said, “I agree with all 
of these.”

What does it show? 

Perhaps no surprises, but issues of development pressures, numbers 
of visitors and failings in effective recreation management stand out 
strongly. And concern for Commoners’ animals along with road-traffic 
speed is also repeated in various comments. The other strong theme 
is a proliferation of activities that are not permitted on the Forest with 
no action or enforcement being taken even when existing by-laws are 
broken.

But I must add that one visitor read the board and added, “There is 
not a lot wrong – enjoy and be thankful”. I don’t think our task of 
protecting the long-term future of the New Forest is over, but this does 
remind us to remember how privileged we are to live in or near to such 
a wonderful place as the New Forest with all its unique special qualities, 
and to accept limitations that might have to be imposed on some of our 
activities if the Forest is to be conserved.

John Ward



What Should We Be Campaigning About?
Comments from the New Forest Show
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PROTECTING AND HELPING US KEEP THE NEW FOREST’S 
SPECIAL QUALITIES INTO THE FUTURE THROUGH A LEGACY GIFT

If you’re reading this magazine, you probably love the New Forest and believe, as we do, that 
it’s worth fighting for and worth protecting. Legacies have enabled us recently to support the 

New Forest Trust’s Commoners Housing project at Rockford and the purchase by the RSPB of the 
Franchises Lodge site, as well as celebrating our 150th anniversary by supporting the “Our Past, 

Our Future” partnership for three years by funding the employment and training of two apprentice 
rangers and the Restoring Lost Landscapes project. We have also recently paid for state-of-the-art 
nest temperature loggers to be used in a study to understand the decline in breeding curlews in 

the New Forest.

Please could you consider investing in the future of the New Forest by making a gift to the “Friends 
of the New Forest” in your will, so that we can continue to contribute to such worthwhile work? 

If the answer is yes, we must recommend that you seek professional legal advice, perhaps from a 
solicitor. And this autumn you can do this for little or no cost. Free Wills Month, starting on  

1 October, enables those over 55 to get this advice for nothing (see www.freewillsmonth.org.uk), 
while Will Aid Month, which runs through November (see www.willaid.org.uk), does the same 

for all ages.

You will need our registered charity name and number: New Forest Association Reg. No. 260326 

and our registered address, which is: Roe Beech, Beaulieu Road, Lyndhurst SO43 7DA. 

A legacy gift of any size could make a real difference to protecting and restoring the New Forest 
for years to come – and thank you in anticipation!

John Ward (Chairman)

1. Housing developments on the Forest boundary 

2. Protect green-belt land and back-up land needed 
by Commoners for their animals

3. Too many day visitors 

4. Lack of control of recreational activities 

5. Barbecues in areas where they are not permitted

6. Conservation should not come second to 
recreation 

7. We need more boggy bits where people cannot 
go

8. Verge-parking

9. Re-locate campsites

10. People feeding ponies 

11. More signs telling people not to feed ponies

12. Proliferation of signs

13. Cars killing Commoners’ livestock

14. Reduce speed limit to 20 or 30 mph 

15. Support the need for average-speed cameras  

16. Introduce speed-reduction measures

17. Dogs attacking Commoners' animals

18. Commercial dog walkers

19. Off-road cycling on Forest

20. Stop night-time use of Forest by people (close it 
dusk to dawn)

21. Drone-flying over the Forest

22. Model planes being flown in unpermitted places, 
e.g., Wilverley plain

23. Disturbance to ground-nesting birds by cyclists, 
riders, walkers and dogs

24. Fly-tipping

25. Enforce existing by-laws

26. Publicise by-laws

27. Stop the open-air cinema at Holmsley, also use of 
site for motorised microlights

28. Litter

29. Publicise the loss of EU funding and highlight 
where it has been and is used
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NEWS
New Forest streams and wetlands 
improvement scheme wins 2019 UK 
River Prize and Nigel Holmes Trophy

Nick Wardlaw of Forestry 
England tells how, for nearly a 
decade now, a ground-breaking 
environmental scheme has been 
underway to return New Forest 
streams and wetlands to their 
natural state.

The New Forest Wetlands project 
is one of the largest environmental 
improvement schemes currently 
taking place in England and I feel 
immensely proud to have been able 
to be part of the team delivering it. 
Administered by Natural England, 
it is part of the New Forest Higher 
Level Stewardship (HLS) scheme, 
a partnership between the 
Verderers, Forestry England and 
the National Park Authority. It is 
focused on restoring and protecting 
internationally-important habitats 
in the New Forest, which contains 
75 per cent of the remaining valley 
mires left in North-Western Europe.

Conducting a project on this 
scale and in such an important 
place for habitats and species has 
required a huge team effort. Many 
colleagues, Forest organisations, 
partners and members of the local 
community have been involved.  
Earlier this year their hard work, 
support and commitment to the 
New Forest was recognised when 
the project was chosen as the most 
important river-restoration scheme 
in the UK and awarded the 2019 
UK River Prize and the prestigious 
Nigel Holmes Trophy – named after 
a hugely influential and passionate 
river restoration and conservation 
advocate. The prize was judged 
by a panel of industry experts, 
including Martin Janes (The River 
Restoration Centre), Oliver Lowe 
(Natural Resources Wales), Pam 
Nolan (Environment Agency), 
Ann Skinner (Independent) and 
Christopher Spray (University  
of Dundee).

A huge amount of work
Commenting on the achievement, 
Martin Janes, Managing Director 
of The River Restoration Centre, 
said: “It was impossible to ignore 
the huge amount of work that 
this partnership has undertaken 
over the past nine years, leading to 
the improvement and protection 
of rare wetland habitat. It was 
great to see the wide focus on 
‘wetlands’, incorporating the 
stream network, their floodplains 
and the internationally important 
mires from which they spring. 
The restoration is contributing 
to slowing the flow of water by 
storing it for longer to reduce 
flood peaks as well as helping 
manage drought periods. Visually, 
the finished work demonstrates 
incredible attention to detail, often 
restoring the stream component to 
its old course and floodplain with 
remarkably few visible scars to the 
landscape, as if it had been there 
for centuries.”

Started in 2010, the ten-
year project is reversing the 
damaging impacts of the artificial 
straightening of streams and 
digging of drainage channels, 
carried out since the Victorian 
era, by painstakingly reinstating 
the waters’ meanders and natural 
bends. This project has built on 
years of similar work in the Forest 
since the mid-1990s, when it 
became apparent that intervention 
was needed to stop the loss of  
the natural habitats. This early 
work was fairly pioneering at the 
time and, while the methodologies 
have since been refined, a lot of 
these works have stood the test of 
time to allow the natural wetlands 
to flourish.

Undoing environmental 
damage
Artificially straightened channels 
cause water to flow more quickly, 
eroding the riverbanks and causing 
the channels to become deeper 
and deeper. The man-made raised 
banks (made from the material The prize-winning team
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cast aside from the drainage) 
mean that water cannot escape as 
readily from the channels into the 
surrounding habitats during high 
flows, which then dry out and fail 
to support the vast numbers of 
plant life and wildlife that depend 
on this habitat for which the New 
Forest is famous.

These include many rare species 
of insects that depend on the 
mosaic of habitats found in the 
New Forest, including the wetter 
open-bog habitats, such as the 
Large Marsh Grasshopper, the 
largest grasshopper species now 
only found in two areas of England 
– parts of Dorset and the New 
Forest. Our wetlands are also  
home to birds such as the Curlew, 
which is currently a globally 
threatened species, and many 
rare species of bats nesting in the 
surrounding woodlands. Many 
of these species depend on the 
complex food web that is found in 
the New Forest and which can be 
threatened by past drainage being 
allowed to develop unchecked.

By returning the streams to 
their naturally flowing state, the 
project is helping to ensure the 
surrounding habitats are more 
resilient in both winter floods 
and summer droughts. Allowing 
the water to meander through 
the landscape also slows it down 
during periods of high rainfall, 
limiting erosion and reducing 
the risk of flooding further 
downstream and in built-up areas. 
To date we have restored some 30 
kilometres of streams and drainage 
channels across the New Forest.

A sensitive and 
meticulous approach
The work itself is painstaking and 
has to be done with the utmost 
sensitivity to the existing habitat 
and landscape. The timing of the 
works is critical to wildlife and we 
have a narrow window working 
around key stages in the life-cycles 
and migrations of species. We 
study historical maps and Lidar 
laser mapping data to locate the 
original natural flow of the water.

When these meanders are 
identified they are then carefully 
excavated, meticulously taking off 
the top layer of soil and its plant 
life which is retained and placed 
back over the infilled watercourse 
when the work is complete. 
The meander is filled with local 
gravels and material from the 
existing streambed, ensuring 
minimal disruption to the ecology 
of the waterway. The working 
environment is challenging, with 
many variables such as slope 
gradients, varying geology and 
vegetation structures, weather 
conditions at time of work and 
complex flow systems.

Monitoring our work 
As with previous projects in the 
Forest, we place a strong emphasis 
on learning more about its benefits 
to help inform future restorations 
right across the UK. We are 
exploring the changes that occur in 
hydrology, soil structure, vegetation 
and wildlife. We also look for 
changes in the physical features 
of the rivers and surrounding 
areas. Specialist surveys assess the 
impact of our work on vegetation 
and plant life to see how it is 
responding, and we are monitoring 
the development of invertebrates 
and fish communities. Our findings 
will help inform restoration work 
in the future and improve the 
understanding of how vital our 
wetlands are for the UK’s ecology. 

I would like to thank all of those 
who help to look after the New 
Forest and the local community 
for their support and commitment 
over the past nine years (and 
beyond). It is a great privilege for 
all involved to have played a part 
in ensuring these vital landscapes 
continue to thrive for many 
generations to come.

Work on Silver Stream in 1994

Soldiers Bog restored

To find out more about the 
HLS project, please visit: 
www.hlsnewforest.org.uk.

Nick Wardlaw is Higher Level 
Stewardship Manager for Forestry 
England South District.



NEWS
On a sunny morning in July a 
group of Members gathered in 
the Half Moon car park in the 
north of the Forest for a guided 
tour round the National Trust’s 
Foxbury estate, conducted by area 
ranger Jake White, who leads 
the National Trust’s volunteer 
groups in the Forest and is also 
responsible for their ecological 
survey and reporting work. There 
is currently no public access to the 
site, although special activity days 
for horse-riders, walkers, school 
children and families are organised.

Members visit the National Trust’s 
Foxbury site

Jake White leading the Members’ Foxbury visit

The National Trust acquired the 
site in 2005 when it was a conifer 
plantation, with the aim of 
restoring it to lowland heathland 
and reconnecting the area with 
the rest of the New Forest. Since 
then they have removed a large 
majority of the pine trees and 
invasive rhododendron, a huge 
task accomplished with the help of 
many volunteers.  

The volunteers have planted 
twenty thousand trees – English 
oak, sweet chestnut and common 
alder saplings – to create native 
broad-leaved woodland, and 
the Trust is allowing the gorse, 
heather, wild flowers, native trees 
and shrubs to re-establish. Jake 
explained that they graze the site 
with a herd of belted Galloway 
cattle and six New Forest ponies to 
keep the grasses and saplings at 
bay.

Using the all-weather gravel tracks, 
the group visited the “base camp” 
activity site with its attractive 
wooden huts where school and 
family activities take place. This 
was funded by a Heritage Lottery 
Fund grant as part of the “Our 
Past, Our Future” project, with 
the aims of connecting with local 
communities and taking pressure 
off the Open Forest. 

We then continued to see the 
measures taken to protect newly 
planted saplings with tree guards 
and fenced areas.

Jake told us that the National 
Trust has had great success with 
heathland wildlife occupying the 
site, including breeding pairs of 
nightjar and Dartford warbler, 
reptiles such as common lizards 
and adders, as well as a variety of 
insects, such as silver studded blue 
butterflies. Our route also took us 
past a large decoy pond popular 
with waterfowl. The Trust has not 
yet decided whether this should 
remain or be restored to a more 
natural wetland area.

This was a fascinating visit and 
Friends will no doubt wish to 
return as the work continues.

Note: Jake White is a Member 
of Friends of the New Forest 
and sits on our Council as one 
of our specialist advisers.
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Giles Gould explains the proposed changes 
at the Heritage Centre, designed to give it a 
more robust, relevant and user-friendly future 
supporting the New Forest.

The New Forest Heritage Centre underwent a 
transformation at the end of last year. A new name 
(previously the New Forest Visitor Centre), new logo, 
new website and a change of financial arrangements 
that has given the Heritage Centre independence 
from statutory bodies. Also, Hilary Marshall retired 
after 12 years of loyal service as Centre Manager.

I have now been in post for almost six months, 
and there is no doubt what a committed team I’ve 
inherited. 

My appointment heralds the beginning of an exciting 
time for the Centre, as we re-establish ourselves in 
the minds not only of our partners, stakeholders and 
like-minded organisations, but also in terms of our 
community. As I see it, we’re the Heritage Centre for 
the New Forest, and so it’s beholden on us to make 
sure we are relevant, delivering what the Forest needs 
and what our partners need. Of course, Friends of the 
New Forest (NFA) is one of those partners, and the 
New Forest Embroidery, which is owned by the NFA, 
remains one of our prize objects on display.

The New Forest Embroidery

A flourishing future
So, what is the future for the Centre and why now? 
The Centre has just celebrated its 30th birthday and, 
as some of us have found out around that time in 
our lives, it was an anniversary that brought with 
it some reflection and thoughts of what the future 
might hold. Essentially, the Centre hasn’t changed 
much over the last 10 years and so the decision was 
made to redevelop and combine this opportunity with 
creating a business plan and sustainable operating 
model going forward. 

Certainly, there are all of the challenges that financial 
independence brings, but also so many opportunities. 
New branding, a new outlook, a new approach, and 
a genuine understanding that redevelopment will 
allow the Centre to continue to flourish and build on 
the successes of the past. 

The library is an example of this, with offers of 
acquisition coming in on a regular basis and a storage 
system that simply isn’t fit for purpose any more. 
Where to put everything?

I feel a bit like a child with a slide-puzzle toy whose 
picture is muddled up and there is only one space to 
move the tiles around. It might take a little time, but 
the picture becomes clear with patience.
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The art of the possible
What does the future look like? What exactly are our 
plans? Well, to be honest nothing has been decided, 
and we’re very much in the process of planning, 
developing and exploring the art of the possible. 
However, some things are certain. We need to 
completely revamp our collections store, in terms of 
our library, our map room and our storage spaces; and 
installing a professional system will treble our shelf 
space.

We also aim to have our library open to members 
of the public for five days a week, and to appoint a 
full-time collections manager. We are planning a new 
mezzanine floor in the gallery spaces, so that – along 
with replacing the current galleries – we will also be 
nearly doubling their size. Of course, the shop will 
also get a revamp! There’s simply no way of hiding 
how much we rely on our retail performance to 
generate the funds that allow us to deliver everything 
else we do.

Essentially my aim over the next three or four 
years is to finalise and deliver the Masterplan, a 
redevelopment of the Centre and a refinement of 
the physical spaces we have, and ensure our financial 
sustainability, which will allow us to continue to 
spread the word both to our local community and 
to our visitors from further afield. Easily said, not so 
easily delivered, but it is the dedication and support 
that I’ve encountered since I started that will be the 
bedrock on which this project is built. 

Books in the Heritage Centre Library

Donations and volunteers
It is no secret that we rely heavily on the donations, 
grants and gifts in wills that we receive, along with 
the support from our numerous volunteers and the 
Friends of the Heritage Centre. Frankly we couldn’t do 
it without them, and for the contributions they have 
made, we are truly grateful. Every piece of support, 
every donation, big or small, is significant, and we 
really do appreciate them. 

I hope to see many of you soon at one of the 
numerous events we have planned for the near future, 
some free, some paying, and many for which you can 
already buy tickets on line via our updated website, so 
watch out for those. If you would like to discuss our 
work further, express your support, or have got any 
ideas, do please pop in and see me, or get in touch by 
emailing: giles.gould@newforestheritage.org.uk.

Giles Gould, a Member of Friends of the New Forest, 
is Manager of the New Forest Heritage Centre.
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Keith Howe considers the implications of a new 
way of viewing our environment – concentrating 
on risks and mitigation of unwanted effects on 
health and well-being – for the way we care for 
the Forest.

The New Forest is unique. It is the last extensive 
remnant of Europe’s lowland heath, and the 
stronghold of a richly diverse flora and fauna. 
For centuries people have both exploited and 
safeguarded its natural environment. Commoning 
has long helped shape the Forest’s ecology, just as 
more recently commercial forestry and countless 
visitors seeking fresh air and recreation have played 
a part. Today, for many different reasons, people 
justifiably view the Forest as a place of exceptional 
value. 

Valuing the Forest
The Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan sets out 
ideas for connecting people with the environment 
to improve health and well-being. It also envisages 
a new approach to valuing nature based on the 
concept of “natural capital”. In principle, this should 
enable the language of costs and benefits to be 
applied across a far wider range of environmental 
qualities than is currently possible. In practice, it 
is also pragmatic, when the aim is to influence 
policymakers. They naturally think about how to get 
most value for money from limited budgets. 

ONE HEALTH, ONE NEW FOREST

Some people assert that so much of what people 
value cannot be measured in money. A beautiful view 
or green space for tranquil relaxation are examples. 
The truth is somewhere between. Using money as a 
unit of account, environmental economists continue 
to develop techniques for making different things 
people value comparable. Otherwise, there is no 
common basis on which to compare the relative 
strengths of people’s preferences for the things they 
value. But that does not contradict the fact that 
money is insufficient when care for nature is our 
focus.

The Government’s 25 Year 
Environment Plan sets out ideas 
for connecting people with the 
environment to improve health 

and well-being.

Old and new perspectives 
The conventional methods to achieve environmental 
objectives in a place such as the New Forest are 
three-fold. Monetary incentives and disincentives 
are used. Regulations and physical barriers are 
employed when monetary incentives are impractical, 
insufficient, or subject to public resistance. Parking 
charges, for example, can be a disincentive for too 
many people to congregate at a given place, such as 
a popular beauty spot. Regulations may be needed 
in support, denying vehicle access rights to the 
Open Forest. Dragons teeth, bunds and ditches are 
physical impediments to stop people driving onto 
and damaging the Forest should they seek to avoid 
payment.

“One Health” connects human, 
animal and environmental health.

But there is another way to encourage behaviour in 
desired directions. It is based on evidence that people 
take decisions giving more weight to what they 
might lose than gain, and the concept of 
“One Health”. 

One Health
“One Health” connects human, animal and 
environmental health. Its focus is on risks and 
mitigation of unwanted effects on health and well-
being. The World Health Organisation defines health 
as a sense of complete physical, mental and social 
well-being. Risks can be defined as the chances of 
events occurring that detract from ideal health. The 
environment’s place in health and well-being can be 
interpreted similarly.

The New Forest is a natural candidate for exploring 
the One Health perspective.* People like to visit, 
live and work there in large numbers. They play, 
ride horses and bicycles, exercise dogs, walk, relax, 
or simply enjoy experiencing the Forest’s landscape. 
Commoners justifiably point to their essential role 
in maintaining the Forest’s fabric. The National 
Park Authority, Forestry England and the Verderers 
collectively oversee the well-being of the entire 
Forest environment for society.
*  http://newforestassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/One-

Health-One-Forest-FINAL-amended.pdf
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What’s to lose?
The above summarises facets of the New Forest that 
people value. What risks may result in their depletion 
or loss? 

People. Location and easy access to the New Forest 
make visitor numbers a problem in terms of high 
demand for use of its open spaces and its popularity 
for sporting events. There is actual or potential 
disturbance to habitats and damage to the wider 
natural environment. Lyme disease that people 
contract from ticks is a health issue.

Animals. Data show an upward trend in the equine 
population since the 1950s. The subdivision of 
holdings and land with rights of pasture attached 
is associated with incomers focused on recreational 
horse-keeping. A spike in cattle numbers in 
recent years reflects the consequence of Common 
Agricultural Policy financial support. Applying the 
Basic Payment Scheme as a headage payment 
incentivised farmers to increase stock numbers. 

Visitors and residents commonly have dogs. Alabama 
Rot is a rare though serious canine disease, thought 
to be associated with walking dogs in muddy areas. 
Aside from domesticated animals and semi-feral cattle 
and ponies, deer are ubiquitous. Along with other 
mammals, their role in the health complex should be 
better understood.

Environment. The New Forest is subject to the 
impacts of general climate change. Located on the 
coast of southern England, it is also susceptible as 
landfall for windborne exotic and emerging diseases 
carried northwards from continental Europe by vectors 
such as midges. 

All health. The New Forest’s burgeoning human 
and animal populations occupy a semi-natural 
environment undergoing climate-induced change. 
From a One Health perspective, risks to its future well-
being can correspondingly be expected to increase. 
Constant vigilance is required. Animal stocking rates 
(a sensitive issue) should be kept under review. There 
are implications for the health of Forest ecosystems, 
the size of animal populations susceptible to disease 
or other welfare issues, and the scale and type of 
mitigation resources needed when things go wrong. 
None of this detracts from current provision. It serves 
to emphasise that more may be needed.

The Forest is too cheap to use. 
That is why it is so crowded. Visitors 

do not pay the cost of damage 
inadvertently caused.

Headage payments are an artificial incentive 
to increase cattle production beyond market 
requirements. To date, bovine TB has been prevented 
from incursion into the Forest. But if more animals 
are introduced from higher-risk areas to increase 
production that situation may prove unsustainable. 
Such considerations have implications far beyond the 
Forest. They are of national consequence. Ultimately, 
One Health is a whole society issue.

What’s to do?
The Forest is too cheap to use. That is why it is so 
crowded. Visitors do not pay the cost of damage 
inadvertently caused. Also, consider the consequences 
of Commoners’ headage payments. There is a case for 
a comprehensive review of all methods of payments to 
Commoners, both for production and environmental 
stewardship, in the light of the 25 Year Environment 
Plan. In the jargon, the “polluters” do not pay the 
full costs of their actions which, understandably, they 
do not consider. For Commoners, these “negative 
externalities” may to an unknown extent offset those 
“positive externalities” from their animal husbandry 
that benefit the Forest. For visitors, the negative 
effects may well overwhelm the positive.

A merit of the One Health perspective is its explicit 
focus on risk, and the relationships between value 
lost and the resources needed to mitigate or forestall 
unwanted outcomes. Investigating these in detail 
is a demanding task. But there is no time, or need, 
to wait. Most important is to change people’s ways 
of thinking about the negative consequences of 
their behaviour, and to encourage them to respond 
accordingly. Consistent with approaches to other 
urgent issues, our use of plastics for instance, it is 
surely worth the effort. 

Dr Keith Howe is a Council member of Friends of the 
New Forest. He is an agricultural economist; a Senior 
Research Fellow at Exeter University; Fellow of the 
Royal Veterinary College, London University; and a 
Trustee of the Centre for Rural Policy Research.

The New Forest’s burgeoning human 
and animal populations occupy a 

semi-natural environment undergoing 
climate-induced change.
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Having served as our President for the past nine 
years, Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre stepped down 
from this role at our Association’s AGM this 
year, but we were very pleased that he agreed 
to continue to support the Association as one 
of our Vice Presidents, to which post he was 
unanimously elected.

We were also very fortunate to be able to elect 
Professor Matthew Kelly to become our new 
President. He is keen to see Friends of the New 
Forest adapt and evolve so we can continue to 
respond effectively to the developmental and 
environmental challenges that will face the 
Forest as the twenty-first century advances and 
has contributed his thoughts in 
this article.

It was a great honour and privilege 
to be asked to act as President of 
Friends of the New Forest (New Forest 
Association). As a historian, I have an 
acute sense both of the Association’s 
venerable reputation and its historical 
significance.

It played a pioneering role in the 
development of landscape politics in 
the UK, and it is as a historian that I 
want to reflect a little on the role of 
the Association and what it might 
do in the future. But as a historian, 
my inclination is always to look back 
before looking forward, for only by understanding 
the history of the New Forest and this Association 
can we start to imagine where it might go.

Why, it might be asked, did it take until the early 
twenty-first century for the New Forest to be 
designated a National Park? The answer is partly 
to be found in the 1877 New Forest Act, and to 
understand the context in which that Act was passed 
is one way we can begin to understand, 150 years 
later, where we are today.

A historical perspective
The Act was thought, incidentally, to provide 
adequate protection of the landscape and public 
rights of access by protecting the system of 
Commoning against the forestry industry, which 
threatened to enclose and coniferise the ancient 
treescapes and pasturage of the New Forest. Why, 
though, was enclosure prevented, particularly given 

THOUGHTS FROM OUR PRESIDENT

how extensive enclosure was elsewhere in this 
period? It was by no means certain that the New 
Forest, as we know it today, would be saved for 
posterity. Certainly, the New Forest Association played 
an important role in lobbying the Government, but 
its existence and success reflected a broader political, 
cultural and social context.

First, aspects of the New Forest’s historical 
significance were etched into the landscape, 
particularly its royalist and religious heritage. For 
instance, the Rufus Stone and the ruins of Beaulieu 
Abbey were tourist attractions since the eighteenth 
century. Their appeal was reinforced by the work 
of William Gilpin, which ensured the New Forest 

was famed for its picturesque 
qualities, while J. R. Wise’s classic 
The New Forest: Its history and 
scenery (London, 1863) was part 
of a broad publishing trend, the 
equivalent of the “New Nature 
Writing” today, that celebrated 
British landscapes aesthetically 
and historically. But this alone was 
not enough to prevent parliament 
from dissolving rights of common 
in order to allow the Forest to be 
enclosed and coniferised. Instead, 
attitudes towards the commons 
and the Commoners themselves 

had to change. 

As was the case with the Lake District, Dartmoor 
and other relatively intractable landscapes that 
had survived the push towards enclosure, the 
nineteenth century saw the New Forest go from 
being condemned as a “waste”, and its inhabitants 
as primitive and backward, to being celebrated as a 
bastion of ancient liberties. In a country dominated 
by largely enclosed and privately-owned landscapes, 
and in an increasingly urbanised society, the right 
of the people to free movement across large, open 
landscapes became an important form of public goods.

In this way, the system of Commoning that had 
produced the landscapes of the New Forest came 
to be considered of value to the nation, and it will 
thus come as no surprise that this re-valuing of the 
commons on national grounds coincided with the 
expansion of the railways and the Forest’s greater 
accessibility to a much larger number of visitors. 
However, it quickly became clear that the Forest’s 
natural characteristics, especially its grand old oaks 

Professor Matthew Kelly
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and appealing treescapes, needed to be managed if 
they were not to go into decline as a consequence of 
grazing pressures.

A complex dynamic
In other words – and this is crucial – the New Forest 
was saved from the fence and the plough because 
people wanted to visit it, but its celebrated natural 
environment could not be sustained by grazing 
alone. Since then, the rights of Commoners to 
pasture their livestock, the maintenance of its natural 
environment and the right of the people to free 
foot access over common land have been bound 
together.

Add to this mix, important players with respect to 
the management and improvement of the Forest’s 
complex ecosystems, which include the National 
Park Authority, the Hampshire and Isle of Wight 
Wildlife Trust and the RSPB, and the very significant 
challenges faced by the Forest’s inhabitants, 
particularly those who are socially or economically 
marginal, and we have a very complex dynamic 
indeed. One factor cannot be separated from the 
other. And in many ways the underlying issues have 
not changed since the late nineteenth century. All 
of us concerned with the management of the Forest 
have a vital role to play in delivering a set of public 
goods, social and ecological, on behalf of the nation 
as a whole.

The Friends of the New Forest, with its rich history 
and deep collective knowledge and expertise, has 
a vital role to play in ensuring that this dynamic is 
sustained. Despite the demoralising chaos of national 
politics, landscape management is dominated by the 
language of partnership rather than conflict, with 
cooperation and consultation being the watchwords. 
In general, this is the approach taken by the Friends. 
But the challenges of the future are going to be 
great and we must not be afraid of making a fuss. 

Change – and embracing new ideas
We are already experiencing the effect of climate 
change, and it is clear that the younger generation 
is becoming increasingly impatient at our failure 
to respond to the growing crisis. As Keith Howe 
explained at the NFA’s 2019 AGM, changing climate 
raises questions about biosecurity: as the climate 
changes, so new species will arrive in the New 
Forest, gradually changing its ecology.

This might have some benefits, and not all must 
be doom and gloom. It is telling that the Friends’ 
rewilding event attracted a record crowd. People are 
excited by new ideas, by the prospect that we might 
enable a more wildlife-rich natural environment, 
that we might recover something of the biodiversity 
that has been lost. Throughout the country, citizens 

are starting to look to the national parks to take the 
lead in this. The Friends must be open to new ideas, 
especially if the membership is to grow, reaching 
a younger demographic, attracting the new blood 
that all venerable organisations need if they are to 
survive.

The Friends must also be ready to boast of their 
achievements, however modest they might 
sometimes seem. Committee members are 
indefatigable, carefully responding to planning 
controversy after planning controversy, keeping 
an eye on any number of developments, and their 
interventions often lead to ameliorations. I’d like 
Forest Matters to make more of this, becoming  
more journalistic in how it presents the Friends’ 
activities, which must include its failures as well as 
its successes. Only by knowing of both can readers 
understand how the Forest is changing and what is 
currently at stake. 

I’d also like to see the Friends make links with similar 
organisations elsewhere, sharing knowledge and 
practices, developing a larger network. Lectures 
are great, but there are other ways of enhancing 
our knowledge and understanding. Working with 
artists and writers is one way that might help us to 
understand what we feel and value, as a distinct 
community, about the New Forest. At the same time, 
more community-based events, particularly aimed 
at the local communities the Friends don’t usually 
reach, would be welcome.

Cooperating more broadly
If the campaigns of the future are to succeed, we 
must work with groups that might not always regard 
the Friends as their friend. All of this is a lot to ask of 
an organisation that relies solely on volunteers, and 
not everything can be done at once. But if the  
Friends are to continue to fulfil the role bequeathed 
to them by their own history, they must evolve, 
responding with openness and agility to new 
pressures and challenges.

I’ll pick up on some of these themes in later 
issues of Forest Matters. In the meantime, I would 
encourage anyone with ideas and suggestions they’d 
like communicated to the committee to email me 
(matthew.j.kelly@northumbria.ac.uk). And if 
you are not a Member but these few words have 
piqued your interest, check out our website: http://
friendsofthenewforest.org. 

Matthew Kelly is Professor of Modern History 
in the Department of Humanities at Northumbria 
University. He works on modern British history, 
focusing on the development of environmental 
policy in the post-war period, the cultural history 
of landscape, and the history of National Parks and 
nature conservation.



Lord Manners expresses concerns 
about the increasing problems 
caused by out-of-control dogs 
chasing Commoners’ animals.

One of the many tasks of the 
Verderers Office is taking calls 
from members of the public. 
The calls cover a range of issues 
and sometimes the caller has to 
be redirected. Any call relating 
to Forest stock is very much the 
Verderers’ concern.

This year there has been a 
worrying increase in reports of 
incidents of dogs chasing and 
attacking livestock. The Court 
has long been concerned by the 
dangers posed by out-of-control 
dogs worrying stock and the 
problem is not new. However, the 
increase and its impact is cause for 
grave concern.

At the July Court I gave three very 
recent examples of dogs worrying 
stock.

OPINION
Dogs chasing livestock

The first was of a dog seen by 
a Forest Keeper chasing a calf 
at Wilverley. The Keeper was 
able to speak to the owner and 
the matter was reported to the 
Police, who have also spoken to 
the person responsible. The dog 
owner responded constructively 
and has agreed to walk fewer 
dogs at any one time – up to nine 
were being walked – in order to 
have greater control.

The Police have made it clear 
that should this happen again, or 
if livestock are injured, they will 
consider issuing a dog behaviour 
order or, in the worst case, seek 
an order for the destruction of the 
offending dog. 

A second recent incident, where a 
large dog was seen chasing a foal, 
this time at Janesmoor, was also 
reported to the Police and again 
the owner of the dog has been 
spoken to.

In a third incident, an Alsatian 
dog was witnessed chasing a big 
group of ponies, making some 
run across a road not far from 
Fernycrofts.  

The two women with the dog 
were trying to call it back. This 
incident was also been reported 
to the Police as well as New Forest 
District Council’s Environment 
Team, because, in some cases, 
their different powers mean 
penalties can be imposed on 
dog owners more quickly and 
effectively.

There are many other examples 
that the Verderers are aware of; 
there are undoubtedly many more 
that never get reported.

The importance of dogs being 
under control cannot be 
overestimated. Not only is stock 
being injured and killed by out-
of-control dogs, but the worrying 
of livestock by dogs can make 
the livestock behave much more 
unpredictably around people, with 
or without dogs. It is critical that 
all users of the Forest spread the 
message that out-of-control dogs 
have no place on the Forest and 
that we must keep our distance 
from stock at all times, especially if 
with a dog.

The Forest is a wonderful place to 
walk dogs and long may it remain 
so. For all of us to go on enjoying 
that benefit it is vital that all dog 
walkers keep their dogs under 
proper control, and do whatever 
they can to encourage other dog 
walkers to do likewise.

 
 

Lord Manners is the New Forest 
Official Verderer.
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5. A dense patch of 19th century infill 
of a former glade. This is too dense for 
regeneration to occur now.

6. Another young 20th century beech 
reaches into the canopy in a 
small gap.

Further Uphill 

7. Scattered trees established by an 
Open Mire, including oak here. 

High up on the slope in sessile oak/
beech woodland

8. There are frequent young beech in 
glades. These are clearly smaller than 
the 1950s planted beech seen later. 
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Neil Sanderson reports on his 
survey of the state of regeneration 
in the Ancient & Ornamental 
woodlands of Brook Wood.

Earlier this year, the Friends of the 
New Forest Council devoted one of 
their meetings to discussing issues 
surrounding the regeneration – or 
lack of regeneration – in the New 
Forest’s Ancient and Ornamental 
(A&O) woodlands. One of the areas 
talked about was Brook Wood (as 
below, Ravens Nest Inclosure). It 
was suggested that the only young 
trees here were planted trees in the 
“Regeneration Inclosure”.

REGENERATION OR LACK OF REGENERATION 
IN THE NEW FOREST’S WOODLANDS?

Following the meeting, Council 
member Neil Sanderson took a walk 
with his camera from the golf course 
car park towards the “Regeneration 
Inclosure” and returned with the 
following photo essay.

Entering the Wood

1. A bramble and sallow thicket, 
established in fallen woody debris, 
which had fallen on to a lawn. 
Clearance of this type of woodland 
expansion is allowed in the Special 
Area of Conservation (SAC) 
management plan, due to the value of 
the wet lawn habitat for grazing and 
conservation. 

2. An area of early 20th century 
expansion into a bracken stand on the 
edge of the wet lawn. 

First thing within the wood

3. I immediately found a 20th century 
beech, within the veteran trees, with 
a patch of denser 19th century beech 
visible in the background. 

Walking uphill

4. Young 20th century beech were 
found regularly in small gaps in the 
oak/beech wood. 
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However, beech regeneration was 
recorded in this stand in the 1978 
Flowers & Tubbs (1983) survey.

To the north entering the location 
of 1950s Inclosure

9. Parts were not felled and replanted 
and these had some naturally 
regenerated young beech, but not 
noticeably more than outside. 

10. The core of the stand has been 
felled out (many oak stumps are still 
visible) and beech planted. This is 
much denser than any regeneration 
that has occurred on the Open Forest, 
even at low points in grazing and 
is unlikely to produce good quality 
A&O woodland, either visually or for 
biodiversity. 

11. Some veteran trees had been left 
within the felled stands but these  
are now heavily shaded and of low 
value as habitats for rare invertebrates 
and lichens. 

12. Some unplanted areas had few 
young trees, so the unfelled areas 
seem little different from the adjacent 
never-fenced A&O woods with variable 
amounts of young beech.

Walking Back

13. Walking back across a bracken 
glade on mid slope includes hollow 
ways with acid grassland and an 
interesting lichen assemblage. There 
has been 20th century woodland 
expansion at the top of the slope, with 
holly and some beech and oak, but the 
glade is currently stable. It is currently 
a valuable open habitat, it could 
become wooded when grazing drops 
again, and also a valuable habitat.

14. Not everywhere in the unenclosed 
woods here had young trees.  
This small glade has young holly that  
is being browsed down, but  
no beech. 

15. The larger glade beyond was also 
clear of trees. In this one the fallen oak 
has been largely removed for firewood 
(although not recently). Larger 
glades like this can be a locus for oak 
regeneration if dead wood is left or 
when grazing declines again. Such 
larger glades are important for rare 
invertebrates that require warmth, and 
lichens that require good indirect light 
and shelter from the summer sun.

   Across the road in Sunny Bushes 

16. A lot of very young beech in a 
sessile oak/beech stand, as much 
as anywhere in the Open Forest, 
including the A&O woods south east 
of Cadnam. This was quite exciting as 
no beech regeneration was recorded in 
this stand in the 1978 Flowers & Tubbs 
(1993) survey and the regeneration has 
obviously post-dated this survey. Were 
this beech-dominated regeneration 
within woodlands controlled directly 
by browsing levels, then these young 
trees should not exist.

This type of regeneration is probably 
closely related to holly shrub layers 
and is produced by young dense holly 
stands providing protection from 
browsing to the young beech. Once 
the beech are above browse height, 
the holly is more vulnerable than the 
beech. This can be seen here, with 
the formerly sheltering holly now in 
regression due to browsing.
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17. At the bottom of Sunny Bushes 
there is some 100 metres of 20th 
century expansion, now mostly hard 
against the golf course. 

18. Twentieth century expansion is still 
locally expanding, with the bracken 
clump in the foreground having 
bramble, sallow and alder buckthorn 
invading now; and there is a young 
oak in the bracken patch behind.

Conclusions and 
thoughts about 
regeneration
This walk in Brook Wood revealed 
a very different situation from 
that described during the Council 
discussion. Small glades have frequent 
young late-20th century beech. 
These probably originated from 
saplings protected by young holly. The 
timing of this seems to have varied, 
with the regeneration north of the 
Fordingbridge road originating before 
the 1978 Flowers & Tubbs (1983) 
survey, and regeneration appears to 
have been continuing after this.

South of the road (Sunny Bushes), 
the beech regeneration is younger 
and was not recorded in 1978. 

This within-wood regeneration 
is undoubtedly partly related to 
browsing pressure but in a complex 
manner, potentially with lags related 
to the amount and growth of the 
protecting holly. Currently, the holly 
is in regression here due to browsing, 
with the worst impact in areas less 
frequented by people. This suggests 
that deer concentrations are a factor 
as well as ponies.  
This is not impacting on the beech 
as long as the leaders are out of the 
browse zone. 

The beech regeneration within the 
woods is similar to the abundant 
regeneration south-east of Cadnam, 
mentioned in discussion. Although 
this is more abundant south-east of 
Cadnam, my experience is that it is 
found frequently to the north-west 
along the scarp to Bramshaw Wood 
and in other areas with younger holly 
stands. 

There are also examples of woodland 
expansion into bracken stands next to 
wet lawns on the lower edge of the 
wood. These mostly date to earlier 
in the 20th century than the within-
wood regeneration and are also oak 
dominated. A little was found to 
be actively occurring right now, but 
the expansion was probably most 
significant during the lower grazing 
pressures earlier in the 20th century. 
Even so, the fact that some active 
regeneration was found suggests that 
it can still occur to some extent today, 
even with high browsing pressure.

Management of woodland-edge 
bracken is probably a factor. The 
bracken by the golf course, where 
the active regeneration was seen, is 
not managed. Also, the bulk of the 
potential expansion-habitat, fertile 
bracken between the woods and the 
wet lawns has already been colonised 
here. There is actually no room for 
more woodland expansion on the 
lower woodland edge, without the 
loss of valuable (for grazing and nature 
conservation) wet lawn habitat. Above 
the wood there is no problem, as 
the former conifer plantations within 
Ravens Nest Inclosure are allocated for 
restoration to A&O woodland anyway. 

The future for  
Brook Wood
What about the future of the Brook 
Wood area? There is clearly a good 

The relation between holly invasion, 
beech protection and browsing is 
likely to be complex and can occur 
locally even when browsing is quite 
high (Morgan, 1987a, 1987b & 1991). 
Regeneration within open woodland 
edge bracken, and hence woodland 
expansion, probably has a simpler 
relationship with browsing levels 
(Peterken & Tubbs, 1965).

balance of beech generations 
outside of the 1950s “Regeneration 
Inclosure”, with frequent pre-19th 
century veterans and mature 19th 
century trees, with 20th century trees 
squeezed into many of the small 
glades. Oak is rather different, with 
large numbers of both ancient and 
19th century trees within the woods 
but 20th century trees confined to 
woodland expansion on the edges.

Further regeneration within the wood 
depends on new glades forming. 
A period of high grazing followed 
by a relaxation would benefit oak, 
which requires larger glades than 
beech to regenerate. However, as 
oak lives twice as long as beech, oak 
regeneration is not urgent. There will 
also be plenty of new oaks in the 
restored A&O woodland in Ravens 
Nest Inclosure. (One hopes that with 
any future planting, or better still 
sowing, locally appropriate sessile 
oak is used, rather than the locally 
incongruous pedunculate oak used in 
previously felled conifer areas.)

What seems to be the most urgent 
work here, would be to carry out 
a one-off thinning within the 
“Regeneration Inclosure” so that the 
woodland produced will be both of 
visual and biodiversity value. This is 
very unlikely to be produced by the 
current dense unthinned stands; and 
should probably involve both clearing 
around surviving veteran  
trees (haloing) and irregular thinning 
of the rest of the trees to allow more 
varied structure to develop as the 
stand matures. 

The rest of the Forest 
This was just a walk around one 
specific wood, mentioned during 
the Council discussion. Every 20 x 
20 metre square of A&O woodland 
has a different structure from the 
next and no wood is the same. Some 
are very different; Matley Wood, for 
example, is as was described with very 
little current regeneration. The wood, 
however, nearly doubled in size since 
1869, so is full of 19th century trees 
and is dominated by long-lived oak, so 
there is no particular concern  
about this.
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Many woods like this will need a 
reduction in grazing pressure to 
regenerate but whether this happens 
next year, in 10 or 20 years is not 
especially important. Generally, the 
age structure of the A&O woodlands 
is more varied than broadleaves in the 
Inclosures, and sampling by Newton 
at al (2013) showed adequate recent 
regeneration though much of the 
Forest. There is no need to panic! 

There are a few areas with particular 
problems that need some thought, 
but this is not anything like a Forest-
wide problem. The worst areas that 
probably do need attention are some 
of the big holes that developed in 
beech stands after the 1976 drought 
(Denny Wood) or after the 1987/1990 
storms (south-west of Mark Ash 
Wood) and have remained open. 
One factor these have in common is 
that the big holes were stripped of 
dead wood and branch tangles that 
would have sheltered at least some 
regeneration (I saw the south west 
Mark Ash one before it was largely 
cleared); so these failures are at least 
partly down to Forestry Commission 
interference in the first case. In this 
case some treatment to rectify this is 
justified.

These all have dense, strongly grown 
bracken on loamy brown earth soils. 
The weaker bracken growth on clay 

stangogley soils appears to support 
tree regeneration more strongly, 
possibly because the tree seeds can 
reach the soil more easily with less 
dense litter. Certainly it is commonly 
observed that tree regeneration 
through bracken needs disturbance 
by cattle or ponies. Bracken in sheep 
and deer areas rarely supports any tree 
regeneration. Simply fencing off these 
areas is not guaranteed to produce 
much beyond very dense bracken. 
Given that these failing areas may 
have been created by the Forestry 
Commission removing fallen woody 
debris in the first place, perhaps some 
experiments are in order. Re-importing 
branch wood piles and sowing these 
with tree seeds, perhaps?

Finally deer: these potentially have a 
greater localised impact than ponies, 
but have hardly been mentioned in 
the current debate. Also, the impact 
of ponies on tree regeneration may be 
rather exaggerated in the New Forest; 
several conservation bodies have been 
rather disappointed by the ability of 
ponies to suppress tree growth when 
used on their own off the Forest. They 
can control trees with low tannin levels 
in their leaves, such as sallow, aspen 
and ash, but can have a much lower 
impact on species such as oak, beech 
and especially birch. It was, after all, 
the Deer Removal Act that allowed so 
much 19th century regeneration, not 

the Pony Removal Act! If there really 
was an emergency, then reducing deer 
levels could be achieved much faster 
than reducing pony numbers. 
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1. Do people say you are a good organiser?

We need a new Honorary Secretary to 
support the Chairman in ensuring the effective 
functioning of the Board of Trustees and our 
Council. The Hon Sec is a key member of the 
Trustee Board, at the heart of the Association. 
The role involves 2-3 hours a week maximum, 
mainly at home, but including the AGM 
held on a Saturday morning and up to ten 
meetings a year, currently held in Lyndhurst and 
Brockenhurst in the evenings, although some 
could be arranged in the daytime to suit you.

2. Can you take straightforward notes?

Our Trustee and Council meetings need to 
record their main discussion points and key 
decisions at up to ten meetings a year in total, 
currently held in Lyndhurst and Brockenhurst 
in the evenings. 

We need someone to be a Note Taker, to 
sit by the Chairman and record key points as 
directed. No shorthand needed, there is not 
that much to write.

Can you help Friends of the New Forest with our work?

For details of either role, please contact our Chairman John Ward

 chair@friendsofthenewforest.org 

or phone him on 01590 671205 for a chat.
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PIGGY! PIGGY! PIGGY!

Gale Gould recalls the history of an exceptionally 
intelligent New Forest pig that a Victorian Forest 
Keeper trained to answer to its name – and find 
and point game. 

As I write this article, pannage season is upon us, 
when pigs undoubtedly become the favourite animal 
to see roaming in the New Forest. There is nothing 
quite like the sight of happy porkers that have been 
set free to root about through the fallen leaves and 
undergrowth, in their search for food. The pigs 
provide a very important service at this time of year 
by eating the green acorns that are toxic – when 
eaten in quantity – to other commonable animals. 

About a decade or so ago, some holidaymakers were 
astounded to see a large sow and her many piglets 
in the middle of the road making their way through 
a Forest village. They assumed that she must have 
escaped and began herding the pig and her offspring 
into a gateway, which was attached to the only 
property along the road they were travelling.

Luckily, a passing local saw what was happening  
and stopped them. The property into which the 
obliging hogs were being ushered was not the 
pigs’ home at all but in fact the abode of a keen 
horticulturalist that contained a cherished garden 
with many prized and specimen plants. Fortunately, 
the local was able to avert catastrophe, educate the 
visitors about free-roaming commonable animals, 
release the pigs and save the precious garden from 
a potential porcine riot! 

A pointing porker 
Pigs have an undeserved reputation for being 
unintelligent. It was felt that, because they spent 
all their time looking for food, they could not lift 
their eyes to heaven and see God, making them 
particularly stupid. However, a nineteenth century 
New Forest pig challenged this assumption when, in 
1809, it was reported that two enterprising brothers 
had trained a black sow to detect game and to back 
and stand. Richard and Edward Toomer lived seven 
miles apart, one in Broomy Lodge and the other in 
Rhinefield Lodge. As well as being Forest Keepers 
they had a great interest in breaking and training 
pointers and setters, some of their own breeding and 
others that were sent to them by sporting gentlemen.

Apparently, the pig developed a partiality for a litter 
of pointer puppies and would play with them and 
share their feed. Richard Toomer reckoned that, 

having broken many a dog as obstinate as a pig, he 
would try to see if he could not succeed in breaking a 
pig. She was given the name Slut – “in consequence 
of soiling herself in a Bog” – and within a day could 
respond to her name. Within two weeks, the sow 
could find and point partridges or rabbits, and soon 
after that she could detect grouse, pheasants and 
snipes. Her hunting prowess rivalled that of any dog, 
although for some reason she was never known to 
point a hare.

However, in the field it was said: “She always 
expressed great pleasure when Game, either dead 
or alive, was placed before her. She has frequently 
stood a single Partridge at forty yards distance, her 
Nose in a direct line to the Bird; after standing some 
considerable time, she would drop like a setter, 
still keeping her Nose in an exact Line, and would 
continue in that Position until the Game moved: if it 
took wing, she would come up to the place and put 
her Nose down two or three times; but if a Bird ran 
off, she would get up and go to the place, and draw 
slowly after it, and when the Bird stopped she would 
stand it as before.” 

An undeserved destiny 
She was five years old when Richard died and she 
was sold at auction for ten guineas, along with 
his pointers and setters. At the age of ten she was 
again sold. By this time she weighed 700 pounds 
(approximately 317 kg) and was described as “fat 
and slothful”, but she could still find game as well as 
before.

Accounts differ as to the identity of her new master, 
but in all, the result for the sporting pig was the 
same – she was sent for slaughter. One commentator 
described her shameful death as “Animal Murder” as 
“it would have cost but a trifling Sum to have fed and 
sheltered her in the Winter, and the Park would have 
supplied her Wants during Summer at no Expense”. 
It was wondered that no one had since attempted to 
train a pig to “Dog and Gun”, as being accompanied 
by a brace of pig-pointers would have been quite a 
novelty in an age that valued innovation. 

If you have any interesting anecdotes or historical 
information to share about the New Forest’s 
animals, please get in touch with me at media@
friendsofthenewforest.org.

Gale Gould is Vice Chair of Friends of the New Forest.



As Shaftesbury loses its cattle market, Ann Sevier 
looks back at how New Forest farmers took their 
cattle and pigs to and from local markets in her 
father’s and grandfather’s day.

Yet another cattle market closed this year. Despite a 
legal challenge, North Dorset District Council agreed 
to sell Shaftesbury Cattle Market to Lidl. A Lidl 
supermarket will be built on the site. This made me 
reflect on times past, and the business of buying and 
selling livestock. 

In the days before cattle-lorries and livestock-trailers, 
if you were selling a large number of beef animals 
you would drive them on foot to the railway station 
sidings, where they would be loaded in a railway truck 
to go to a larger market like London. Locally, on foot, 
you had Salisbury Market Square in the centre of the 
city, Ringwood Market Square, and Southampton 
Market. To sell at Ringwood you would walk the cattle 
to the town and tie them on to the Church Wall, 
where they would be auctioned. 

My grandfather told me a story about the purchase 
of a recently calved milking cow. He brought it home 
and put it in the field but it broke out overnight and 
went back to Ringwood looking for its calf. He smiled 
when he said he had to go all the way back on foot to 
fetch it, but I’m sure at the time it did not raise a smile.

Taking livestock to market
Pig rearing was something that all Commoners 
did. Walking pigs any distance to market was 
impossible. There was a good pig market in the 
city of Southampton and to get the pigs there my 
grandfather and father would get up at 3.00 am and 
put the pigs in a cart with a net over the top so they 
would not jump out. They’d attach the pony to the 
cart and both walk alongside the cart for the 12 miles 
across the Forest, arriving in time for the pigs to be 
sold at the market. They would then go to the shops 
and buy the things that were not locally available and 
at 3.00 pm would get on the cart and come home. 
Not only were they fit, but so was the pony.

Today it is so much easier: you phone someone up 
and they arrive in motorised transport; you load 
the livestock on in a few minutes and off they go. 
When the livestock is sold, the money arrives in a 
few days straight into your bank. Everything is now 
centralised but with much longer distances to travel. 
It is progress, I suppose, but it leaves the New Forest 
without a local cattle market. 

Ann Sevier, a thirteenth-generation Commoner 
who turns out ponies on to the Forest, is a committee 
member of the Commoners Defence Association and 
a Friends of the New Forest Council member. 
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Through the eyes of a Commoner
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Last day of Shaftesbury Cattle Market



A VICTORIAN PHOTOGRAPHER’S 
GIFT TO BROCKENHURST STATION

Having noticed an intriguing soft-focus 
black-and-white portrait on the walls of a 
Cambridgeshire pub, Robert Whiting, discovering 
that it was taken by a photographer who had 
a certain connection with a village in the New 
Forest – did some further research.

It is a little known fact that a renowned Victorian 
woman photographer, who regularly passed through 
Brockenhurst Station, where you had – and still have 
– to change for Lymington, on her journey between 
homes in London and the Isle of Wight, made a gift 
of 11 of her portraits of “great men” to the station’s 
waiting-room.

Life before photography
The photographer in question was one Julia Margaret 
Cameron, born in Calcutta in 1815 to James Peter 
Pattle, a British official of the East India Company, 
and his French aristocrat wife. With French forebears, 
Julia was educated in France before moving back 
to India, where, in 1838, she married Charles Hay 
Cameron, who had interests in a Ceylonese coffee 
– and later tea – plantation. Through the early 
1840s, as organiser of the social engagements of the 
governor-general, Lord Henry Hardinge, Julia became 
a prominent hostess in Anglo-Indian society

In 1848, Charles Cameron retired, and the family 
moved back to London. Julia's sister, Sarah Prinsep, 
had been living in London and hosted a salon at 
Little Holland House, the dower house of Holland 
House in Kensington, where famous artists and 
writers regularly visited. It was here that Julia would 
have been able to make the acquaintance of a 
number of eminent “great men” whom she was 
subsequently able to persuade to sit for her.

In 1860, the Camerons visited the estate of 
poet Alfred Lord Tennyson on the Isle of Wight. 

The Bishop of Winchester in display case

Julia was much taken with the location, and soon 
afterwards the Cameron family purchased a property 
in Freshwater Bay, a small seaside village on the 
island, naming it Dimbola Lodge after the family’s 
coffee and tea estate in Dimbula, Ceylon.

After acquiring their house on the Isle of Wight, Julia 
made regular trips to stay there. The journey from 
Waterloo to the Isle of Wight – taking the ferry across 
the Solent from Lymington – involved changing at 
Brockenhurst (Junction, as it was) Station, where 
there was some time between the incoming and 
connecting rail services. So Mrs Cameron became 
something of a “regular” habituée at the station. This 
regular coming and going through Brockenhurst lies 
behind the photographer’s decision subsequently to 
donate 11 of her portraits to the station.

A photographic “career”
Julia took up photography at the relatively late age 
of 48, when she was given a camera as a gift by her 
daughter and son-in-law, Julia and Charles Norman 
– to keep her occupied at a time when she was no 
longer involved in the ambassadorial circles of India 
and Ceylon.

The camera was intended to help Julia occupy 
herself while her husband Charles was away tending 
the family’s coffee and tea plantations in Ceylon. 
It came with a note that said: “It may amuse you, 
Mother, to try to photograph during your solitude in 
Freshwater”. She regarded this as the beginning of 
her photographic adventure.

Brockenhurst Station booking-hall
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Julia Cameron's 
photographic career was 
fairly short, spanning 
just eleven years of her 
life, from 1864, when 
she was 48, to 1875. 
She became known 
for her close-cropped, 
soft-focus portraits of 
celebrities of the time, 
and for photographs 
with Arthurian and 
other legendary, heroic 
or Biblical themes. 

 
Her style was not widely appreciated in her own 
day: her use of soft focus, manipulating the wet 
collodion process and treating photography as both 
an art and a science, was more accepted among 
pre-Raphaelite artists than among photographers.

With connections in the world of art, drama and 
science, Julia had access to a great number of 
luminaries of the day, and is said to have insisted on 
dressing up and photographing visitors to the house, 
locals and servants. As well as portraits, she enjoyed 
photographing pre-Raphaelite-style tableaux scenes 
depicting historical, religious or fictional figures.

Dressed in their costumes, the sitters were forced to 
remain still for long periods while her low-sensitivity 
wet collodion plates were exposed. She coated her 
own plates and processed the results in a converted 
hen house in her garden. Her lack of “appropriate 
respect” for focus brought criticism from the photo-
graphic establishment, but she ignored it and went on 
to be successful and recognized for her unique style.

And Brockenhurst Station…?
In 1948, the eminent photographer and collector 
Helmut Gernsheim published a book about Mrs 
Cameron – Julia Margaret Cameron; her life and 
photographic work.* In it, he tells a lovely story 
of how he stumbled upon Cameron’s work. While 
travelling across the south of England, Gernsheim 
found himself caught in bad weather and took 
shelter in the waiting-room at Brockenhurst. He 
could not believe his eyes...

“While waiting I was suddenly struck by familiar faces 
gazing down from the walls. To my astonishment 
I found no fewer than eleven autographed portraits 
of famous Victorians by Julia Margaret Cameron. 
I must admit that I was rather puzzled to see these 
photographs decorating a […] railway waiting-room, 
of all places, but a moment later I came across the 
surprising explanation inscribed on one or two of the 
photographs:

The portrait of Longfellow 

This gallery of the ‘great men’ of our age is 
presented to this room by Mrs Cameron in 
grateful memory of this being the spot where 
she first met one of her sons after a long absence 
of four years in Ceylon. 11th November 1871.

Obviously I wanted to go and have a look...”

You too, reader, can “go and have a look”. Your 
Editor went to Brockenhurst Station in June this 
year and saw the photographs for himself. There 
are indeed 11 portraits of the “great men” of Mrs 
Cameron’s age. They are in glass cases on the walls 
of the booking-hall and the booking clerk kindly 
switched off the lights to enable me to take a few 
photographs without too much reflection (though 
there is some!), some of which accompany this 
article.

The portraits are not the originals that Julia Margaret 
Cameron gave to the station in 1871; those 
were becoming faded and were removed to the 
headquarters of Southern Railway some years ago. 
Those on display in the station’s booking-hall today 
are reproductions of the originals, but they look just 
as the originals would have looked.

The explanatory notice

Cameron’s house, Dimbola Lodge, on the Isle 
of Wight, was acquired by the Julia Margaret 
Cameron Trust in 1993, and Dimbola Museum 
and Galleries is now open to the public.

In late 2015, the Victoria and Albert museum 
held a major exhibition of the work of Julia 
Margaret Cameron to mark the bicentenary 
of her birth. The show included more than 
100 prints from the museum’s own extensive 
collection of her images, some of which she 
gave the museum in its former existence as the 
South Kensington Museum.

*  Helmut Gernsheim, Julia Margaret Cameron; her life and photographic 
work, London: Fountain Press, 1948.

Robert Whiting is a retired editor, copywriter and 
general wordsmith – and is currently volunteer Editor 
of Forest Matters.
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BOOK REVIEW
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In February this year Charlie Burrell gave the 
Friends of the New Forest annual lecture. If you 
were not able to attend, or if you did and you 
want to know more, this book by Isabella Tree 
about the wilding of the Knepp Estate should 
be on your “must read” list.

The 1,400-hectare Knepp Estate in West Sussex, 
owned by her husband Charlie Burrell, had been 
managed for decades under intensive agricultural 
processes in much the same way as neighbouring 
countryside, until 2001 when the wilding project was 
begun. Their attempt to renew the ecosystem, while 
also maintaining viable – indeed, profitable – farming, 
followed earlier similar experiments such as the re-
introduction of wolves to Yellowstone National Park in 
the 1990s. But a major inspiration for them was the 
Oostvaardersplassen reserve created on a small part of 
land that had been reclaimed in 1968 from 
the Zuiderzee in the Netherlands.  

Wilding: 
The return of nature 
to a British farm –
Isabella Tree

Deer, cattle and ponies were introduced and left to 
their own devices; and by 1989 the site was declared 
a wetland of international importance for nature. 

Not everything at Knepp has been achieved without 
setbacks and difficulties. Tree does not spare the 
description of delays, obstructions and practical 
issues right down to the yellow Wealdon clay. But the 
animals live out all year round with minimum human 
support and, with no herbicides or pesticides during 
the ensuing 18 years, the habitat gains have been 
spectacular – plants, insects, bats and birds, whose 
numbers have declined elsewhere, have returned.

Isabella Tree is not just a chronicler of the estate. She 
writes enchantingly of the moments of pleasure to be 
had, such as an “invasion” by Painted Lady butterflies: 
“The sound of a single butterfly is imperceptible, but 
tens of thousands have a breath of their own, like the 
backdraft of a waterfall or an accumulating weather 
front. It feels as though the oscillating susurration of 
their wingbeats, pounding away on their supernatural 
wavelength, might dissolve the world into atoms.”

Not surprisingly, Tree feels strongly about the wider 
lessons to be taken from the Knepp experience, 
whereby tidiness and intensive management are 
not necessarily virtues, when wilding, more diverse 
habitats and productive farming can co-exist. She 
describes how it is possible to feed 10 billion humans 
on this planet while leaving more space for wilding 
and the natural resurgence of currently threatened 
species.

Wilding: The Return of Nature to A British Farm 
by Isabella Tree was shortlisted for the Wainwright 
Golden Beer Book Prize this year and was Waterstones 
Non-Fiction Book of the Month in April 2019.

Published by Pan Macmillan  
in hardback (£20) and in paperback (£7.99) 
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Mill and Mill House in Beaulieu Village

by Lisbeth Beardshaw

Lisbeth Beardshaw, who lives in Hythe, often walks in the New Forest  
with her cocker spaniel, George – and always with her camera to hand.

“We were on our way to one of George’s favourite spots near Hatchet Pond  
when this photograph came about. It was one of those moments when  

a particular scene appears to freeze-frame in my mind’s eye.

As I entered Beaulieu by road on a January morning, the almost glass-like appearance 
of the river and the mirror-quality reflection of the buildings in the  

still waters grabbed my attention. I parked up and walked back to the green  
between the road and the river to take the image. 

For me this photograph represents what I see as a typical New Forest village:  
beauty and tranquility.”

(The picture was taken using a Canon EOS 1300D camera and a standard lens,  
ISO 100 @ 1/80 sec. f/9 25mm.)

 

© 2019 Lisbeth Beardshaw


