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Letter from our Chairman

The end of 2019 saw “Climate Change” morphing into a much more urgent “Climate 
Crisis”, with media attention spanning from 93-year-old David Attenborough to 16- 
(now 17-) year-old Greta Thunberg and news reports of Extinction Rebellion carrying 
out a campaign of civil disobedience on the streets of London.

Awareness of climate change has been with us for more than a decade, so in one 
sense this was not “new” news, but it is a timely wake-up reminder for those of us 
who are trustees or members of an organisation whose guiding purpose for 150  
years has been to protect, conserve and enhance the flora, fauna and heritage of the 
New Forest, with an emphasis on taking a long-term view in its campaigning. We have 
no excuse for not asking what a changing climate might mean for the future of the 
New Forest.

Answering the question will be much harder. Different scenarios may be constructed 
but we really are entering new territory. Put rather simply, for most of the post-glacial 
period the amount of water in the terrestrial environment has been small and, despite 
periodical oscillations, the present relatively dry temperate climate has probably not 
changed in its essentials for two millennia. The landscape mantle clothing the New 
Forest’s geomorphology has, however, changed significantly over time, initially with 
impoverishment and the spread of open habitats, but this is almost entirely due to 
changing human activity recorded at least from the Bronze Age onwards. This activity 
has altered the distribution, character and extent of otherwise “natural” features; and 
from the beginning of the modern industrial age (c 1800) the Open Forest has shrunk 
by about one half, along with enclosed farmland being progressively industrialised.

The consequence is that today we have a New Forest made up of different scarce 
habitats, ranging from ancient woodland, though lowland heath to valley mires, many 
of which are intrinsically incredibly valuable as well as now being rare in Europe. In a 
world where, in addition to climate change, there is also a crisis of species extinction, 
in part caused by the same human activities, we cannot undervalue all of these New 
Forest protected habitats.

Returning to the question of what to do, we might ask, for example, whether long-
term policies such as Forestry England’s “New Forest Inclosures Forest Design Plan” 
should be adapted to foster a landscape better suited to a changing climate or better 
able to mitigate some of the causes driving the change? And, related to this, should 
we as Friends of the New Forest re-visit our Association’s key policy statements such 
as “Recovering Lost Landscapes”? Probably the answer is yes, but perhaps more 
importantly in the medium term will be to recognise the very important role the New 
Forest plays in providing carbon sequestration. 

Trees are important and, in the face of Amazonian rainforest destruction, have become 
totemic, with election-campaigning politicians outbidding each other over the numbers 
of trees they will plant…. But – and despite the National Park logo – the New Forest 
is not just “Trees and Ponies”. Our heathland and valley mire landscapes are not only 
valuable habitats but are also very good at carbon sequestration. Wetland restoration, 
including removal of invasive vegetation that is drying out their organic-rich soils, will 
further enhance their capacity to absorb and retain carbon. So, for the immediate 
future, supporting a continuing programme of stream restoration and wetland 
recovery that has been so successful in recent years in the New Forest will not only 
improve carbon sequestration but will help to reduce downstream flash flooding in  
the likely increasing periods of heavy rainfall.

But remember that, just as it has been human intervention that has moulded the 
Forest’s special landscapes, the biggest contribution the New Forest might make to 
mitigating the causes of the climate crisis would be for those 34,000 people who live 
in the New Forest and the 13 million who visit every year to modify our  
everyday behaviour.

Like many organisations, we have been following the spread of the Coronavirus and 
considering its implications. In March, at the time of writing this, the country is on the 
edge of an epidemic being declared. With regret, but to avoid last-minute decisions 
and uncertainty, we have postponed our intended event about the Climate Crisis, 
which was due to take place on 4 April, until later this year. We have also cancelled the 
Members’ Event, which was due to follow immediately after our AGM on 16 May. 

Please see page 8 for more information.

John Ward



Update on the RSPB’s Franchises Lodge
As RSPB volunteers, Peter 
Roberts and Georgina 
Mabey recently attended an 
information exchange evening, 
where the various groups 
involved in monitoring the 
area reported briefly on their 
findings to date.

I write in the heading to this piece 
“the RSPB’s Franchises Lodge”, but 
Friends of the New Forest made 
an early contribution to encourage 
others to take part in this 
important acquisition of 953 acres 
of largely unimproved woodland, 
adjacent to the north-east of the 
Forest, near Bramshaw Telegraph.

Flora and fauna 
counts
Nine species of bat have been 
noted, with the unconfirmed 
possibility of two others. This 
constitutes a large proportion of 
the bat species found in Britain. 
In contrast, just one hundred and 
twenty-six varieties of fungi have 
been recorded so far, compared 
with the two thousand six hundred 
to be found in the New Forest as 
a whole.

It is fair to say, though, that these 
surveys have been taking place 
over a period of eighteen months 
or so, whereas the Forest has 
been monitored for well over a 
century. One of the difficulties for 
fungi recording is identification. 
A simplified system of recording 
is being developed by one of the 
three volunteers who are now 
living on site in Franchises  
Lodge itself.

Amphibians were spoken about 
by one volunteer, who also 
happens to be a professional with 

Natural England. He advised us 
that common lizards, slow worm, 
grass snake and adders were all 
present but no smooth snakes 
have been recorded as yet. Tens 
of thousands of common toads 
have been recorded at the lake. He 
believes it to be one of the largest 
concentrations in the country. It 
is likely that they survive because 
they are so far from roads. Frogs 
and common newts have also been 
seen in numbers.

A butterfly report indicated that 
twenty-three species have been 
recorded by volunteers who 
walked small transects once a 
week for twenty-five weeks. Many 
of the groups suggested that even 
small improvements to the habitat 
would encourage greater variety 
– as well as numbers – of species. 
Another group spoke about 
birdlife on the lake. Mallards, 
Mandarin and tufted ducks, as 
well as migrants, were observed, 
along with coot, moorhen, 
heron, common sandpiper and 
kingfishers. Georgina and I also 
observed a healthy population of 
dragonfly and damselflies on our 
summer visits to the site.

The Decoy Pond
Georgina and I volunteered to 
research the history of the site 
and have found that the lake was 
actually a Decoy Pond, which 
appears to be the only one ever 
made in Wiltshire. It was also 
worked by what seems to be a 
unique method. Two “pipes” – 
curving passage-ways leading from 
the lake in which the ducks were 
trapped – along with some of the 
original netting hoops, still remain.

The Decoy Pond – showing both “pipes”

Accounts of the four-acre Decoy 
Pond exist in a couple of books 
written more than a century 
ago, which add greatly to our 
knowledge of how it worked.  
We were intrigued by this 
description made of the lake by 
Joseph Whitaker in his book, 
British Duck Decoys of Today, 
published in 1918:

“I never saw a more attractive 
piece of water, and King told me 
large quantities of ducks were 
there all the winter, but only taken 
for the house and to give away. 
I was much impressed with the 
quantity of rhododendrons, which 
flourish in a wonderful way,...”

NEWS
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The volunteers who have mapped 
the scores of acres of encroaching 
rhododendron, and made a start 
on tackling them, may take a  
different view!

Work on Franchise 
Cottage
“King” was Fred King, the 
gamekeeper and decoy-man for 
Harold Moffat, who owned the 
land before the Andersons from 
whom the RSPB acquired the 
land. Fred King lived for a time at 
Franchise Cottage at an isolated 
location on the site. Plans for 
restoring and renaming the cottage 
are well underway. Some of you 
may have heard of the tragic loss 
of 16-year-old Cameron Bespolka, 
who was a keen birdwatcher and 
photographer.  
 

The Decoy Pond

His parents have set up a Trust 
in his name, which holds regular 
events to encourage young people 
to enjoy and understand the 
natural world.

The Trust has agreed to help  
the RSPB with funding the 
restoration work on the now 
derelict cottage, which will 
transform it into a residential 
education centre. The plans for 
this have been approved by the 
National Park Authority and work 
is due to start shortly. The building 
will be known as Cameron’s 
Cottage and the aim is to provide 
a base for a variety of youngsters 
to appreciate the habitat in which 
they will be immersed. 

Other work on site has included 
some felling of pine and, towards 
the close of the year, much fencing 
work has been done. 

Richard Snelling has taken over 
as site manager and is in the 
process of talking with the various 
volunteer groups as he formulates 
plans for the future of the site. 
Already a rich habitat, there is 
potential for increase in species 
numbers as the restoration and 
conservation work continues.

To see more on the Cameron 
Bespolka Trust, visit  
www.cameronbespolka.com.

Peter Roberts is a former 
Chairman of the New Forest 
Association and Verderer.
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NEWS
Pine Martens are back in the 
New Forest, but how many are 
there, and are they welcome? 
Prof Russell Wynn of Wild  
New Forest summarises the 
story so far.

The Pine Marten was once 
historically widespread throughout 
the UK, but a combination of 
forest clearance and persecution 
led to its virtual extinction in 
England by about 1900, and 
withdrawal to the remote regions 
of Scotland. In the New Forest the 
species was very much “off-the-
radar” for over 100 years and, 
although there were sporadic 
sightings prior to 2016, there was 
no obvious pattern and no images 
of live animals “in the wild”.

That all changed in March 2016, 
when Wild New Forest, using 
remote camera traps operated 
under Forestry England licence, 
captured still images and video 
of a Pine Marten in the central 
New Forest. These were the first 
known images of Pine Marten in 
central southern England, and 
consequently generated regional 
and national media interest.

Pine Martens in the New Forest: 
A welcome return?

ITV News coverage of Wild New Forest’s footage

The next reports were less 
welcome: four roadkill specimens 
reported between spring 2016 and 
summer 2018, all within a few 
kilometres of the original camera-
trap sighting. The latter featured in 
a Wild New Forest story published 
in the Lymington Times, used to 
highlight the significant impacts 
of traffic on wild animals in the 
New Forest, as well as on the free-
roaming livestock.

Matt Roseveare obtained excellent 
images of a Pine Marten crossing 
open ground in the late evening.

So, in summary, since 2016, there 
have been at least four roadkill 
specimens (all apparently males), 
two camera-trap records, two 
video/photo records and several 
sightings by reliable observers. 
Nearly all of these reports have 
come from a relatively small area 
of the central New Forest. The 
reason for this recent upsurge in 
records is unclear, but likely relates 
to unlicensed reintroduction. 
However, recent (licensed) 
reintroductions of Pine Martens 
in mid-Wales and the Forest of 
Dean might eventually lead to 
a connected population across 
southern and western UK.

Are they welcome? Well, they are 
a native species, omnivorous, with 
a very broad diet (including Grey 
Squirrels!), and therefore unlikely 
to significantly impact other 
species, landscapes or people in 
the same way that other potential 
reintroduction candidates might. 
And the fact that Matt Roseveare’s 
sighting is the all-time “most-
liked” post on our Wild New Forest 
Facebook page exemplifies their 
wider appeal. Our view is, that if 
their presence helps to inspire the 
public about the natural world and 
encourages them to view the New 
Forest as a National Park, not a 
Country Park, then that has to be a 
good thing!

For updates on this story,  
and all our other wildlife news, 
follow our blog at:  
www.wildnewforest.co.uk.

In the meantime, live Pine Martens 
remained elusive; for three years 
they evaded our camera traps and 
hordes of camera-carrying visitors! 
Then, in summer 2018, one was 

filmed in a 
garden by Jon 
Cuthill from 
BBC Inside 
Out, which 
subsequently 
featured 
on that 
programme. 
In early 2019, 
we secured 
another 
camera-trap 
sighting and, 
that summer, 

Lymington Times coverage of  
road kill discovery

Professor Russell Wynn, a Friends 
of the New Forest Member, is 
co-Director of Wild New Forest 
CIC, Senior Visiting Fellow at the 
National Oceanography Centre 
and Honorary Professor of Ocean 
and Earth Science at the University 
of Southampton.
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A HISTORY OF BRITAIN’S FORESTS

Gale Gould looks at changing attitudes  
toward the wilderness qualities of the  
unenclosed landscape of the New Forest. 

Those who love and appreciate the New Forest 
undoubtedly regard its unenclosed, wilderness 
qualities as being among the characteristics that 
make it so special. Its seemingly unkempt assembly 
of extensive ragged heaths, broad valley mires, 
interweaving lawns and clumps of woodland are 
features that have been present since before the 
landscape was designated as a Royal Forest in the 
eleventh century by William the Conqueror.

While some historians have accused the Norman 
invader of laying waste to the county of Hampshire 
for an extent of 30 miles – expelling the inhabitants 
from their homes, seizing their property and even 
demolishing thirty-six parish churches, in order to set 
up his royal hunting territory – others have argued 
that the landscape of the Forest would not have been 
able to support such a vast population. 

William the Conqueror, they say, chose the New 
Forest because it was such a wild, sparsely populated 
landscape. Indeed, the topography of the New Forest, 
with its poor, acid soils, widespread gravels and boggy 
areas, was better suited for game than it was for 
agriculture. So, for a monarch mad keen on the chase, 
it made sense to choose a place that was already 
teeming with wildlife and, as a bonus, was close to 
Winchester, the ancient seat of the Saxon kings and 
the place where the Royal Mint and Treasury were 
based.

Introduction of Forest Law
One of the most significant things that William 
the Conqueror did was to create forest law, which 
operated outside the common law. This protected 
the venison – the game animals – and the vert – the 
herbage and vegetation on which the game animals 
relied for food and shelter. Those disobeying forest 
law were dealt with under the severest penalties, such 
as having a hand or testicles cut off, being blinded, 
or facing the death penalty. In effect, forest law gave 
wild animals and the landscape legal protection and 
precedence over people. 

By the 17th century things had begun to change 
significantly, and the landscape became exploited 
rather than protected. Kings were no longer 
considered to be “Gods on Earth”.  

The belief in “divine right” had been dispelled when, 
in 1649, Charles I lost his head on the executioner’s 
block. For a while the realm had become a republic 
and strict laws protecting the Royal Forests had 
collapsed. Also, instead of living by the lessons of the 
Church, people were looking to their own experiences 
and to scientific reasoning for the answers to 
their everyday problems. Ideas about agricultural 
improvement began to increase, with new methods 
being adopted – such as selective livestock breeding, 
crop rotation and a more productive use of arable 
land.

Change for the New Forest
For the New Forest, the early-modern period proved 
to be one of significant change. Certain elements of 
its landscape were favoured, and others were not. A 
belief in the scarcity of oak timber, which could be 
used to supply the navy, meant that oak trees became 
the focus of attention. Anything that competed with, 
or prevented, the intensive production of silviculture 
in the New Forest, such as the wild animals, wetlands, 
Commoners’ livestock, and even the Commoners 
and their rights, was to be reduced, controlled 
or eliminated. Rather than the “forest” being a 
landscape of interlocking, mosaic habitats, it became 
a wooded place associated with trees, and trees 
alone. 

In the 18th century, Britain was becoming a vast 
empire nation and was venturing across the seas to 
seek colonial opportunities. The New Forest, with its 
untamed heaths, wetlands and uncultivated wastes, 
reminded people of uncivilised nations, and the 
inhabitants were, according to Robert Mudie, writing 
in 1838, regarded as “demi-savages”. At the same 
time, the aristocracy and landed gentry had begun 
the fashion of landscape design, using gardeners such 
as William Kent, Capability Brown and Humphrey 
Repton. This demonstrated to society, not only their 
superiority over nature, but their economic wealth 
and cultural sophistication. This only compounded the 
abhorrence of the New Forest’s wildness qualities and 
vast unenclosed landscape.
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However, in 1768 things began to change for the 
better. William Gilpin published his popular, Essay 
on Prints, which began to expound his “principles of 
picturesque beauty”. This new type of aesthetic ideal 
became a very influential concept for appreciating 
nature in a raw state. Gilpin’s “Picturesque” was a 
mediator between the definition of “Sublime and 
Beautiful”, which had been outlined by Edmund 
Burke in 1757.

Gilpin argued for a third way that could have 
elements of both. For him nature was the superior 
artist. Thus, when remarking upon the subject of 
landscape design and the comparative virtues of taste 
and expense, Gilpin said, “The former, with very little 
of the latter, will always produce something pleasing: 
while the utmost efforts of the latter, unaided by the 
former, are ineffectual”.

In 1791, Gilpin produced the book that would put the 
New Forest on the artistic and literary map – Remarks 
on Forest Scenery and Other Woodland Views. When 
Gilpin wrote his book, much of the countryside, from 
Yorkshire to Dorset, was unenclosed. However, within 
a few decades, under the Parliamentary Enclosure 
Acts, the patchwork designs of rectangular fields 
had all but replaced the extensive heathlands and 
Commoners’ way of life.
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William Gilpin to the rescue

By this stage, Britain was experiencing the first waves 
of industrial revolution. Gilpin’s descriptions of the 
New Forest’s unenclosed landscape, ancient pastoral 
customs and abundance of wildlife chimed with a 
nation that was beginning to witness the loss of 
hedgerows, open fields, commons and traditional 
rural life. 

 William Gilpin
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It’s probably no exaggeration that Gilpin’s notion of 
the “picturesque” and the beauty contained in the 
wild, untamed landscape helped to fend off the 19th 
century developers who wanted to turn the New 
Forest’s unenclosed landscape into timber plantations 
on an industrial scale and privatise the remainder. 
Through the efforts of the New Forest Association, 
and other supporters of the Forest’s unique landscape, 
this monstrous scheme was resisted. Along with much 
other campaigning and lobbying, an appeal was made 
for Gilpin’s original sketches to be included in an art 
exhibition in London to illustrate the landscape under 
threat.

The exhibition opened in May 1875 to much critical 
success, including a quite vitriolic piece in The Times, 
“…a State Department is about to destroy the beauty 
of the finest bit of wild English woodland left in the 
island – the last surviving relic of Norman England 
– for the sake of a few miserable hundreds-a-year’s 
worth of larch timber…. This exhibition should tend 
to strengthen the hands of those who are resisting 
this cruel piece of Vandalism.” *

Attitudes towards the unenclosed landscape of 
the New Forest have changed over the centuries. 
Thankfully, it is today a feature that is a much 
cherished fragment of a landscape that was once 
much more prevalent in Britain.
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An invitation to the 1875 Exhibition

*  For the whole story, see Peter Robert’s book Saving the New 
Forest, which is available from NFA History Book, 34 Avenue 
Road, Lymington, SO41 9GJ. Price £12, including post and 
packing. Cheques payable to New Forest Association.

Gale Gould is an environmental historian and  
Vice Chair of Friends of the New Forest.
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As we enter a new decade, Tony Hockley looks 
at what has worked for Commoners in the past 
and what currently envisaged policy changes may 
hold for the future.

The dawn of a new decade is an appropriate time to 
reflect on the past and look forward to the future. In 
very uncertain times the 2010s have generally been 
good for the New Forest. It has been a decade of 
active progress through partnership.

The extension of the Basic Payments Scheme 
(BPS) to common land gave a much-needed boost 
to commoning. This is particularly true of cattle 
commoning, which looked to be dying out, but  
which is essential to our precious habitats and  
cultural heritage. 

The European Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 
environmental funding and the “Our Past, Our 
Future” (OPOF) Landscape Partnership, backed by 
the National Lottery Heritage Fund, have brought 
Forest organisations together with shared goals. These 
partnerships have not only been hugely productive, 
but also hugely rewarding.

The Verderers’ Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) Scheme 
has built mutual confidence in landscape restoration. 
Along the way, the HLS has given partners valuable, 
though occasionally harsh, lessons in the need for 
good, open communication and engagement. The 
New Forest is probably now better placed than any 
other protected landscape to face what comes next.

Some certainty – and cautious 
optimism
Like it or loathe it, the election of a majority 
Government has delivered some certainty. Prior to  
the 2019 Election, none of us knew whether the work 
going into the planning for new schemes outside the 
CAP would come to anything at all. 

Our best preparation, however, has been the delivery 
of enhanced public goods through the HLS and 
OPOF. Capitalising on this, we have also worked in 
partnership to produce a clear and broad statement 
of the value and potential of the New Forest, 
commissioning a paper on the “Natural Capital of the 
New Forest”. This provides a useful starting point for 
the discussion of what comes next.

We can now look forward with cautious optimism 
that we can do better. The BPS has certainly been 

COMMONERS DEFENCE ASSOCIATION:
LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

a very blunt instrument. It has provided a textbook 
example of how state intervention can create a 
“tragedy of the commons” – not solve it – by 
overriding historical mechanisms of local governance. 
We must hope that wise Commoners have used this 
period of investment to help make their livestock 
activity sustainable for the long term. At present that 
end date is scheduled for 2027, with a tapered phase-
out from 2021. 

As BPS receipts are top-sliced, working down from 
the largest claims, it may be some time before many 
Commoners feel any financial effect. This delay offers 
a breathing-space for thinking about new ways to 
support the New Forest. In 2018, the CDA agreed in 
principle to support a national charity, the Foundation 
for Common Land, on a proposal to DEFRA for “Test 
and Trials” for new Environmental Land Management 
Schemes (ELMS) on common land. Our argument is 
that if any new system will work on commons then, 
given their complexity, it is likely to work anywhere.

On the other hand, a system designed for single-
owner farmland is extremely unlikely to work on 
common land. This is probably truer of the New Forest 
than anywhere else. This landscape not only has an 
exceptional mosaic of habitat types, but also a great 
variety of landowners (from the Crown, National Trust 
and large estates down to private households), plus a 
huge diversity of vocational Commoners, from a few 
for whom livestock is their primary income source, to 
hundreds of local people grazing livestock alongside 
“day jobs”. Any new system must accommodate all of 
this diversity.

The challenges ahead
We face three particular challenges: 

First, the economics of maintaining a vocational 
activity in Britain’s least affordable national park. 
The costs of land, homes and daily life no longer 
bear any relation to local jobs and incomes. Young 
Commoners, with deep knowledge of the Forest and 
animal husbandry, are forced to move out of the New 
Forest Perambulation. Extra income from the BPS and 
HLS has helped slow this awful process. 

Secondly, and linked to the economic challenge, the 
financial exploitation of the national park is growing 
at a terrifying rate. Most worryingly, the financial 
pressure placed by government on Forestry England 
is causing the Ministers Mandate (which directs how 



 

Notice of 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the  
NEW FOREST ASSOCIATION 
Registered Charity 260328 

  
  10.30 am, Saturday 16 May 2020 at Bramshaw Village Hall, SO43 7JE

Due to Government advice on Coronavirus, the AGM is POSTPONED.
See Friends of the New Forest website for further information and
please retain the Agenda and Reports on pages 9 to 12.

We now have Friends of the New Forest car window 
stickers available. Please let people know you are a 
“Friend” and help to publicise our organisation. You 
can collect one at the AGM or, for a donation to cover 
the cost of postage, order one on our website.

 

CLIMATE CHANGE and the NEW FOREST: 
PAST, PRESENT and FUTURE? 
Linden Hall, Lyndhurst Community Centre
  
Unfortunately, because of uncertainty about the spread of the Coronavirus epidemic, our 2020 
Keynote presentation and discussion, which we intended to hold in April, has been postponed and 
will now be held at 7.30 pm on Thursday 12 November. Please see the Events Page of the Friends 
of the New Forest website for full details and to book your place(s).
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the New Forest Crown Lands should be managed, 
with “a high priority on maintaining their traditioal 
character”) to wither on the vine. Any excuse to cut 
the costs of managing the Crown Lands is taken, as is 
any opportunity to derive income from them. Projects 
carried out with funding from the Verderers’ HLS 
have given some cover for this change of direction. 
What happens post-HLS must be a serious concern.

Finally, we must turn the tide of general abuse of this 
precious landscape. We need to better communicate 
the precious nature of grazed lowland heath. We 
need anyone who enjoys the landscape to appreciate 
it, not believe it a “park” where anything goes. 

In part, this does mean making clear once again 
what is and is not appropriate behaviour. The serious 
incidents between walkers and cattle in 2018-19 
have focused minds on this, which pressed Forestry 
England to permit the CDA to post clear signage on 
the law relating to dogs on grazing land.

Building on the best of the past
I am very hopeful that in the coming decade we will 
be supported to build on the best of what has been 
achieved in the 2010s and the lessons learnt. Instead 
of the BPS we will have taxpayer support that is firmly 
focused on the Forest, tailored to this extraordinary 
landscape. Instead of the HLS we will have projects 
that span landholdings across the whole landscape; 
as in the OPOF projects we will bring together all land 
owners and managers with a common purpose and 
clear goals.

Instead of a fear of public engagement we will 
be working proactively together to help others 
understand the true value, fragility and wonder of  
the New Forest.

Tony Hockley is Chairman of the Commoners 
Defence Association.



New Forest Association (Registered Charity No: 260328)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
To be held at 10.30 am on Saturday 16 May 2020 at Bramshaw Village Hall, SO43 7JE

(Due to Government advice on Coronavirus, the AGM is POSTPONED. 
See Friends of the New Forest website for further information and please retain this Agenda and Reports)

AGENDA
1. Welcome by the President, Professor Matthew Kelly 

2. Apologies for absence

3. Minutes of the 2019 AGM – to approve the minutes (A)

4. Matters arising from the minutes

5. To adopt the Annual Report (B)

6. Treasurer’s report (C) – to receive and adopt the Annual Accounts and appoint the independent Accounts Examiner

7. Election of Trustees: There are no nominations for election

8. Election of Council members: David Humbert, Keith Howe and Ann Sevier are due to retire and have been nominated to stand 
for re-election. Tara Dempsey and Russell Wynn have been nominated to stand for election

9. Election of Officers: There are the following nominations

   Chair: John Ward     Vice Chair: Gale Gould
   Honorary Secretary: Vacant    Honorary Treasurer: Brandy Gill

10. Election of President: Professor Matthew Kelly has been nominated

11. Election of Vice-Presidents: Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre and Peter Frost have been nominated

12. Appointment of Independent Accounts Examiner – Alan Hamilton

A. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the New Forest Association 
held at Brockenhurst Village Hall, Highwood Road, Brockenhurst on Saturday 11 May 2019 

Forty-eight members attended, their names being registered in the attendance book. 

1.  Welcome by the President. At 10.30 am the President, Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre, welcomed everyone and opened the meeting. 

2.  Apologies for Absence. Received from 13 members, namely: Robert Lalonde, Katie Ashbrooke, Jill Braithwaite, Keith Braithwaite, 
John Fawcett, Jean Fawcett, Clive Chatters, Sue Bishop, Christine Parkhouse, Alan Snook, Roger Burfitt, Robert Whiting and 
Georgina Babey

3.  Minutes of Meeting held on 22 April 2017. The meeting approved the minutes unanimously. 

4.  Matters Arising from the Minutes. No matters arising. 

5.  To Adopt the Annual Report. The President confirmed matters to be discussed during the panel session; and the Annual Report 
was unanimously approved. 

6.  Treasurer’s Report. The Treasurer presented his report. The meeting unanimously voted to approve the Financial Report and to re-
appoint the independent accounts examiner.

 7.  Election of Trustees. Bernie Austin, having been previously nominated and seconded to the position, was unanimously elected. 

8.  Election of Council Members. Retiring Council member Leo Randall, having been previously nominated and seconded, was re-
elected unanimously.  
Jacob White, having been previously nominated and seconded, was elected unanimously to the Council. 

 9.   Election of President. Matthew Kelly, having been previously nominated and seconded to the position, was elected unanimously. 

10. Election of Officers. John Ward, for re-election as Chairman, Gale Gould for re-election as Vice Chair, Brandy Gill for re-election 
as Honorary Treasurer and Katie Campling for election as Honorary Secretary. All candidates having been previously nominated and 
seconded were unanimously elected

11. Election of Vice-President. Chairman John Ward took over as Chair of the Annual General Meeting for the election of Vice-
Presidents. Oliver Crosthwaite-Eyre for election and Peter Frost for re-election, having previously been nominated and seconded, 
were unanimously elected.

12. Any Other Business. Gale Gould presented a gift to Oliver Crosthwaite-Eyre who was retiring as President of Friends of the New 
Forest. On behalf of all those present, Gale thanked Oliver for his contribution to the Association and to the New Forest.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 10.48 am.
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Trustees and Council Report
Formal meetings of Council were held six times and 
of the Board of Trustees four times during 2019. In 
addition, there were regular meetings of the Habitats and 
Landscape Committee and the Planning and Transport 
Committee; and also ad hoc meetings of the Education 
Working Group. At the end of 2019 there were eight 
trustees and fifteen non-trustee members of Council.

We have continued to share issues and experiences 
with other National Park Societies and as a Council 
member of the Campaign for National Parks (CNP); and 
have collaborated with them to co-ordinate responses 
to government and other national consultations and 
draft proposals that will affect National Parks. Examples 
of national consultations and draft proposals with 
implications for the New Forest that have crossed our 
desks in 2019 include:

• House of Lords Select Committee Report on the 
Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 
2006; and Natural England’s review of their advice 
on planning and landscape planning including the 
use of standard advice made in response to the 
Select Committee Report

• Workshop arranged by Natural England to discuss 
arrangements for a review of open access maps. 

• Proposed reforms to Permitted Development Rights 
to support the deployment of 5G and extend mobile 
coverage

• Development of CNP position statement on 
moorland and heathland burning

• Response to Ofgem open letter on RIIO-ED2 
framework on price control for electricity distribution 
(Visual amenity funding for electricity companies)

• Landscapes review: National Parks and AONBs 
(Glover Report) – see below.

We have held informal liaison meetings with the National 
Park Authority and Forestry Commission; and attend 
various New Forest forums and working groups, including 
the Consultative Panel and meetings of the Verderers 
Court.

Friends of the New Forest were in evidence on a stand 
at the New Forest Show. Sponsorship funding support 
was given for the animal accident “advert” on the back 
of the New Forest Tour bus; and also, for the “Our Past 
Our Future” projects for ranger training and for habitat 
restoration. 

The slide show presentation telling the story of the 
Association and the New Forest from the mid-19th 
century until today continued to be popular and was 
given to five groups, reaching over 200 people, most 
of whom had not previously heard of us, and gaining 
donations to support our work to protect the Forest. We 
began work on a second presentation about the New 
Forest Coast, which it is hoped to complete during 2020.

After two successful years, a Friends of the New Forest 
keynote address and panel discussion seemed as though 
it might become a regular annual event. For 2019 we 
decided on Rewilding as the subject. Sir Charles Burrell, 
Chair of Rewilding Britain and owner of the Knepp estate 
with its Wildland Project, presented visions for rewilding 
our finest landscapes.

During the year events for Members included walks 
and visits to see the work of the National Trust on open 
habitat, tree planting, ponds and education facilities at 
Foxbury, and progress being made by the RSPB at their 
Franchises Lodge nature reserve. 

Last year’s report about 2018 made to the 2019 AGM 
included the comment: “Recreation management 
continued to be a major issue for us through the 
year. Frustrated at the slow progress by the statutory 
authorities, we remain convinced that this is the most 
pressing issue needing to be addressed within the Forest 
and significant action must to be taken to review and 
change the recreation infrastructure within the Forest.” 
Twelve months on, it would be good to report on positive 
progress, but the reality of 2019 has been much the same.

Towards the end of the year issues about “Climate 
Change” grew as a topic of national news up to and 
through the general election, with political parties 
taking a populist stance in outbidding each other with 
tree-planting proposals. We have no doubt that climate 
change, more properly called a “Climate Crisis”, will 
be a growing concern with implications for the New 
Forest. The related, but not always directly causally 
linked, global issue of a “Species Extinction Crisis” has 
equal significance for the New Forest with its diverse 
and scarce habitats. This came to the fore at the end of 
the year with objections being made to proposed tree 
felling at Slap Bottom and demands to know the views 
of our Association. We responded by issuing a statement 
explaining the value and international importance of New 
Forest bogs and heaths, together with the enhanced 
capacity of the New Forest to absorb carbon through a 
programme of wetland restoration.

B. Annual Report 2019
Patron: Belinda, Lady Montagu President: Matthew Kelly Vice-Presidents: Oliver Crosthwaite-Eyre and Peter Frost

Chair: John Ward Vice-Chair: Gale Gould Hon Secretary: Vacant Hon Treasurer: Brandy Gill

TRUSTEE BOARD MEMBERS (WHO WERE ALSO MEMBERS OF COUNCIL) during 2019
Graham Baker, Katie Campling (retired during 2019), Brandy Gill, Gale Gould, Dionis Macnair (retires at this AGM),

Peter Roberts (retires at this AGM), Brian Tarnoff, John Ward, William Ziegler

COUNCIL MEMBERS during 2019
Clive Chatters     Jonathan Cox     Tara Dempsey     Roly Errington     Eve Gillmon

Keith Howe     David Humbert     Graham Long     Bob Morris (retires at this AGM)     Leo Randall

Richard Reeves     Neil Sanderson     Ann Sevier     Jenni Tubbs     Jacob White
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In tandem with the privilege of living in the New Forest is 
the ever-present reality of an increasing number of visitors 
and traffic and, as explained in the Planning Committee 
report below, with the new Local Plans there will be a 
serious increase in the future number of new residents. 
We can only hope that they take a keen interest in and 
appreciation of the area and join Friends of the New Forest 
to help us safeguard these unique surroundings.

Chair – John Ward

Planning & Transport Committee Report
The Committee are advised of all planning applications 
submitted to the NFPA and make appropriate 
representations when necessary. In general terms, we are 
supportive of the Authority’s policies, although a notable 
exception was the inclusion in the Draft Local Plan of 
land to the south of Fawley Power Station for residential 
development with 120 dwellings. Unfortunately, despite 
our legal representation and strong objections made to the 
Inspectors and NFPA members, the new Local Plan (2016–
2036) was adopted by the Authority in August. To add to 
our disappointment, the Inspectors weakened the wording 
regarding the provision of affordable homes. However, 
on the plus side, all new homes whether open market, 
affordable or Commoners’ dwellings will be limited to an 
internal floor area of 100 sq. metres.

We also had to contend with the examination of the NFDC 
Local Plan with its proposals for the redevelopment of the 
Power Station site and elsewhere with 10,420 dwellings 
in close proximity to the National Park boundary. Again, 
our objections, both written and made verbally at the 
Examination in Public, went unheeded and, as before, 
the Inspectors’ Main Modifications (Jan. 2020) weakened 
the wording to “at least 10,420 dwellings”. We voiced 
our concerns regarding the extra traffic and also objected 
to the loss of green belt, but with a Government intent 
on reaching the magic number of 300,000 dwellings per 
annum it was unlikely to be a different outcome.

Nonetheless we are closely monitoring the current detailed 
planning applications for the Power Station site and will 
continue to speak out for the protection of the Forest; and 
the anticipated applications for other allocated sites at 
Ashurst, Sway and Lyndhurst will come under our scrutiny.

The recent sale of Lyndhurst Park Hotel to a local company 
was welcome news, with the expectation that the site 
will now be developed in a more sympathetic manner 
than the previous owners had envisaged. Two heavily 
criticised redevelopment applications which we and 800 
others objected to were rightly refused and the building, 
once a landmark entry point to the village, is now quite 
derelict and unsafe. The Local Plan stipulates a maximum 
of 50 dwellings with 50 percent being affordable as 
a benchmark for the site, but the loss of a formerly 
successful 59-bedroom hotel with some historical interest 
is to be regretted.

An expected planning application by National Grid to 
remove pylons across Hale Purlieu did not materialise and 
the project was “paused”, with no expectation of it being 
continued.

We were happy to add our support to the imaginative 
scheme put forward by RSPB for an Outdoor Study Centre 

at Cameron’s Cottage, Franchises Wood which meets 
a key aim of the FoNF Agenda in providing education, 
information and understanding of the Forest’s special 
qualities and is in keeping with the ethos of a National 
Park.

A continuing live issue is the government consultation for 
reforming permitted development rights to support the 
deployment of 5G infrastructure and extend mobile phone 
coverage in rural areas. This sets out to make it easier for 
telecommunications providers to install base stations and 
erect masts, sometimes in excess of the current height 
limit of 20 metres, without the need for prior consultation 
with planning authorities even within National Parks. While 
understanding the need to improve connectivity, we are 
supporting the Campaign for National Parks stance that 
the Prior Notification procedure should remain, particularly 
where there is potential intrusion and damage to protected 
landscapes. Two examples currently in the spotlight where 
the relaxations could apply are the controversially re-sited 
mast at Hyde Common and the proposed mast at Stockley 
Inclosure.

Chair, Planning and Transport Committee – Bernie Austin

Habitat & Landscape Committee Report
Frustration would be my key word for 2019, whether 
waiting for the National Park Authority to stop dithering 
on recreation, the District Council to take adequate regard 
for the habitat they envelop, and of course some political 
paralysis on all fronts while government business became 
increasingly engulfed in the issue of Brexit.

Overgrazing – A mere 48 hours after the ink had dried 
on our annual report last year, confident that this perennial 
issue had been put into touch for another cycle, a celebrity 
intervention, abetted by a lopsided BBC approach (which 
excluded the ecologist they had been offered for rebuttal), 
made us trot round the course again. I won’t rehash here, 
but will add two salient points usually glossed over in the 
discussion. 

Although some extreme poaching is occurring on sites 
near some of the cattle herds, which have increased under 
current subsidy, there are also, due to market property 
values, areas which may be undergrazed as Commoners 
have been priced out.

Many, including those who should know better, have 
misrepresented Natural England’s position as including 
ideal numbers of livestock on the Forest: no such figure 
exists. In fact, their SAC Management Plan for the Forest 
takes a couple of pages to argue against the formulation 
of such an oversimplified hard and fast number. Instead, 
they offer two somewhat general metrics: condition of 
the Forest and the livestock (the latter regularly confirmed 
positively by welfare checks). We will continue to press for 
subsidies rewarding stewardship, structured with inherent 
monitoring to show benefit to the habitat.

Forest Design Plan – The process by which the FDP may 
be adopted included an Environmental Impact Assessment 
for the portion of the plan mandating deforestation/clear-
felling to restore underlying habitats and grazing. We 
were disappointed that this did not lead to a full Habitats 
Regulation Assessment (HRA) of the entire plan proposal.  
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On the plus side, Forestry England have now committed 
to developing a comprehensive design plan for the whole 
of the Crown Lands, the Open Forest and the Inclosures 
(only the latter are in the FDP) within five years. Along with 
an update to the Natural England SAC Management Plan 
within that timeframe, there could be a properly joined-up 
design, which must be subjected to an HRA.

Recreation – The National Park Authority put forward 
Local Development Orders as a major element of their 
Recreation Management Strategy proposals. It’s not a bad 
thing, but is only a mechanism to streamline planning for 
infrastructure changes, for example, to Forest car parks. 
This does not make up for a lack of practical proposals to 
deliver management. The intention to develop a sensitivity 
map (designating areas which would be given more 
ostensible protection by strategic car park placement) 
does not include a survey of agreed habitat indicators. A 
report on Forest usage by “Footprint Ecology” has been 
commissioned. This will be useful, but the preliminary 
results event focused too much on improving the 
experience for visitors rather than on how we might 
effectively protect the Forest from overuse by giving users 
attractive recreation alternatives.

NFDC Local Plan – One positive success from our 
efforts this year was that we successfully argued that the 
Hampshire and IOW Wildlife Trust should have a voice at 
the “Section 8 – Protecting the Environment” session of 
the Plan Examination. They, along with the RSPB, stated 
categorically that the District Council could not possibly 
mitigate for the habitat impacts of 10,500 new homes in 
the plan period, calling for the current rate of building, 
roughly a quarter of this, to be maintained. Sadly, we 
were excluded from participating in this session, though 
allowed at others less relevant to our submission. More 
disheartening is that current indications suggest that the 
examiners have ignored this entirely, leaving the plan open 
to legal challenge, which may never come, due to scant 
resources.

Summary of 2019 Government Reports – September 
brought the publication of The Landscapes: National Parks 
and AONB, or Glover Report. It has many proposals which 
we broadly support:

• Ambition not to merely conserve our habitats but  
to recover them 

• Continued emphasis on the Sandford principle, 
placing conservation over recreation

• Calls for regular and robust assessment of our 
habitats to inform decisions

• The National Park Authority’s role within Nature 
Recovery Networks, which should extend beyond 
Park boundaries for consideration under National 
Planning Policy

• A National Landscapes Service including rangers at 
levels to adequately manage engagement with the 
public, and

• Accountability of Park Authorities for delivery of its 
first purpose, which would now include “Recover, 
conserve and enhance natural beauty, biodiversity, 
natural capital and cultural heritage”.

The Government response is still awaited, but we have 
joined with the Campaign for National Parks in asking that 
they be given due consideration and meaningful funding.

The 2019 State of Nature Report includes grim news that 
almost half of the birds, half of the fungi and a quarter 
of the UK’s mammals are at risk of extinction and both 
population numbers of wildlife and their distribution across 
the UK have been declining. The UN Intergovernmental 
Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Services (IPBES) reported that nearly 1 million species 
worldwide are at threat of extinction, with top of the 
blame list loss of habitat to the urbanisation of forests, 
grasslands and other areas. The State of the Park Report 
for the New Forest sets out that only just over half (53 
percent) of the Park’s SSSIs are in Favourable Condition. 
With these challenges, the New Forest National Park 
Authority should not be shy in fighting for the necessary 
resources to fulfil its First Purpose.

Chair, Habitat & Landscape Committee – Brian Tarnoff

C. Treasurer’s Report 2019
Income – Our total receipts increased to £19,000, up from 
£13,700 in 2018. The main difference was due to Gift Aid 
reclaim. In 2019, we received the claim for 2018, and also 
for January–June 2019 (we have now started to claim this 
on a six-monthly basis rather than annually). Besides Gift 
Aid, the rest of the income was in line with the levels of 
2018.

Payments – Our total payments of £12,000 were £5,000 
lower than the £17,500 in 2018. The main variances were 
the reduction in Professional Fees. In 2018, we had paid 
£7,200 in legal fees to argue against the allocation of the 
Fawley Waterside site. Unfortunately, this was approved 
despite our objections.The costs for office supplies, 
postage and magazine printing were much higher in 2019. 
This was due to a delayed payment in 2019 instead of in 
2018 for one magazine mailing that was sent out in late 
2018.

Grants given – This year we gave grants of £6,500. Last 
year’s figure was high, due to a one-off grant for the 
purchase of part of the Hamptworth Estate by the RSPB.

Grants given to the National Park Authority for their 
schemes of Restoring Lost Landscapes and the Apprentice 
Rangers Scheme have now come to a close – these were 
three-year commitments.

Net surplus – Our net surplus for the year was £473.

Statements of Assets and Liabilities – Our cash funds of 
£99,000 are roughly the same as in 2018. 
Our investment in M&G Charity Bonds increased slightly 
from £96,000 to £98,000. 
Gift Aid reclaim has reduced from £3,780 to £124 as we 
have received all the monies due to us. £124 is still due for 
the period July–December 2019.

Overall the charity’s finances are in good health.Thank you 
for your support.

(Detailed year-end 2019 tables for the charity’s receipts and 
payments and for assets and liabilities are published on the 
Association’s website and will be available at the AGM.)

Hon Treasurer – Brandy Gill
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Peter Frost considers a lost 
opportunity to formulate a 
signage policy suitable for 
the whole of the New Forest 
National Park. 

It is said that “the road to hell is 
paved with good intentions and 
roofed with lost opportunities”. 
This could apply to the 
opportunities that were lost in 
those early years of the New Forest 
National Park.

In 2005, the setting up of the 
National Park was a very busy 
and exciting time and there were 
numerous committees set up 
to shape policies and actions 
necessary for the management 
of a National Park. One of those 
committees was to look at signage 
throughout the National Park. 

Marking the Park’s 
boundaries
The new statutory boundary 
was roughly the area of the old 
Heritage Area and theoretically 
gave protection to an area twice 
the size of the existing New Forest. 
Most members agreed that some 
form of sign to indicate the actual 
boundary was needed. Signage in 
other National Parks is achieved 
with natural stone markers that are 
placed on roadside verges.

In the New Forest we have no 
natural stone suitable for such 
markers but we do have oak in 
plenty and there was at the time 
a wonderful workshop run by the 
Forestry Commission at Burley with 
skilled local people who had good 
machinery for making signs. Some 
members wanted more impressive 
signs but it was generally thought 
that oak would be more in keeping 
with the natural landscape and 
traditions of the New Forest. So 
this is what we have now.

New Forest National Park signage
Forestry Commission sign

Sadly, in my opinion, when it 
came to changing the style of the 
existing signage – such as the road 
and street signs, finger posts and 
the general clutter of roadside 
furniture – no progress was made. 
When the old metal road signs 
are broken they are replaced with 
urban looking plastic ones.

Dartmoor, for example, has a much 
more sympathetic style of signage 
and in the Lake District attention 
is paid to removing unnecessary 
signs – with some good examples 
of tidying up cluttered crossroads 
and road junctions.

A chance to change 
attitudes
One of the ideas that I advocated 
at the time was that a similar 
style to that used by the Forestry 
Commission signage should be 
used in those areas outside the 
cattle gridded areas of the National 
Park. This, I believe, would have 
made a distinction from the rest 
of the district and shown an 
expansion of the protected area. It 
could also have started a change 
of attitude toward the increasing 
urbanisation of the surrounding 
edges of the New Forest.

As a member of the signage 
committee, it was obvious to 
me that the New Forest District 
Council and Hampshire County 
Council had their own policy for 
signage and were not interested 
in new ideas. Under National Park 
legislation these bodies should 
have been required to have regard 
for National Park purposes.

Sadly, these areas outside the 
gridded Forest have continued to 
be urbanised and are eminently in 
threat of greater development. In 
my opinion they are not treated 
with the same regard as those 
areas within the gridded Crown 
Lands for their status as a National 
Park, which is after all the highest 
status a government can give to 
any area of land in Britain.

In those early days of the National 
Park, some members believed 
that we were going to see these 
areas enhanced and protected 
from commercial development 
in keeping with their new status. 
Sadly, this has not been the case.

Peter Frost, a Friends of the New 
Forest Vice President, served from 
2005 until 2013 as an appointed 
member on the New Forest 
National Park Authority.Dartmoor National Park sign

OPINION

New Forest National Park sign

New Forest National Park 
replacement plastic road sign



As the world contemplates global warming 
through the insulating effect of carbon dioxide, 
the New Forest’s landscapes provide an effective 
means for sequestering the gas and preventing 
its harmful release, as Clive Chatters explains.

Climate change is repeatedly in the headlines. There 
are some people who still want to debate the degree 
to which humans are responsible for this change, 
but it is incontrovertible that the world’s climate 
is changing. The consequences of climate change 
include higher-energy weather systems with more 
storms, hurricanes and cyclones; and with more 
extremes in weather patterns, leading to droughts, 
late frosts and floods.

One of the key drivers of change is the growing 
abundance of carbon dioxide (CO2) in the atmosphere. 
CO2 acts as an insulator, trapping the sun’s energy, 
and so contributes to global warming with its 
consequential effects on our weather, sea levels and 
the ecosystems upon which all life on Earth depends.

I was recently invited to join members of the 
Commoners Defence Association when they hosted a 
visit to the Forest by Defra officials. We stood by one 
of the Forest’s many bogs where I lauded the role of 
the Forest’s many landscapes in helping to address 
the challenges of climate change. This was the sort of 
thing that these government officials wanted to see; 
they wanted to understand the full range of public 
benefits that are provided by the Forest.

All plants, together with mosses, algae and even 
some bacteria, have evolved to harness the sun’s 
energy to transform carbon dioxide and water into 
complex compounds which “fix” atmospheric carbon 
into a stable state. Oil, gas and coal are the fossilised 
remains of life-forms that have fixed carbon over 
geological time; by burning these fossil fuels we are 
releasing this carbon back into the atmosphere. There 
have been periods in the world’s geological past 
when the atmosphere was rich in carbon, periods 
long before the emergence of the habitats and 
species that support people and our way of life.

How the Forest fixes carbon
The science of how different landscapes fix carbon 
is still in its infancy. However, national reviews have 
shown how habitats that are found in the Forest are 
particularly successful in fixing carbon. Among the 
most effective landscapes are the muddy sediments, 
shores and saltmarshes of the Forest’s coast, along 
with marine habitats such as Eelgrass beds.

Rising sea levels, which are partially a manifestation 
of climate change, are altering the relative  
proportion of these habitats along our coast and 
driving the natural limits of the tide further and 
further inland. There is an irony, in that our efforts  
to protect ourselves from rising sea levels are actively  
reducing the natural world’s ability to offer us more 
sustainable protection.

The Forest’s diverse natural landscapes help address the global  
biodiversity and climate change crisis – Dockens Water
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The heaths, bogs and grasslands of the Open Forest 
are also very effective in sequestering carbon in the 
form of peat and organic-rich soils. The peatland soils 
of Britain have been calculated to hold nearly half of 
the carbon that is fixed in the British landscape. The 
sheer scale of the Forest’s wetlands and heaths means 
that they are a major contributor to fixing carbon and 
have been performing this function since the end of 
the latest Ice Age.

Woodland carbon woes?
The role of the Forest’s woodlands is more complex. 
Trees can reduce the capacity of heaths and bogs to 
store carbon where they contribute to drying out the 
land. The old-growth woods of the Open Forest are 
excellent at fixing carbon and then slowly releasing it 
when ancient trees decay. If that decay occurs within 
wetland systems, or contributes to organic-rich soils, 
then that carbon may be fixed for the long-term.

Plantation forestry has a more complex carbon 
budget. The timber inclosures in the New Forest were 
established by ploughing and draining heaths and 
bogs, so releasing carbon. The planting of timber 
crops requires many processes which release carbon, 
such as the construction of roads, fences and the 
mechanical management of the trees themselves.

Once established, a young plantation will start to fix 
carbon in its roots, timber, twigs and leaves. Over 
the years of growth, the timber crop will sequester 
carbon; the Forestry Commission have estimated that, 
nationwide each year, their plantations will be fixing 
somewhere between 13 and 19 million tonnes of 
carbon. However, this accumulation of fixed carbon 
is then cropped, transported and processed, which 
releases carbon back into the atmosphere.

Long and short-term measures
Where the timber is used for long-term ventures, 
such as joists in building projects, a proportion of the 
carbon can be sequestered for centuries. If the wood 
goes into short-lived products, such as cardboard 
packaging, then the carbon is quickly released back 
into the atmosphere.

The carbon budget for forestry is complex and awaits 
auditing that goes beyond the simple calculation of 
benefits derived from carbon fixed during the growing 
phase. When it comes to plantations on peatland soils 
there is a strong case, based on carbon budgets, that 
plantations should be restored to heaths and bogs.

To find out more about carbon in the landscape, 
search on the internet for the United Kingdom 
National Ecosystem Assessment of 2011 –  
http://uknea.unep-wcmc.org.

See also, Alonso, I., Weston, K., Gregg, R. & 
Morecroft, M. 2012. Carbon storage by habitat 
– Review of the evidence of the impacts of 
management decisions and condition on carbon 
stores and sources. Natural England Research 
Reports, Number NERR043. 

Saltmarshes are particularly effective carbon sinks –  
Bury Marsh

The natural habitats of the New Forest represent 
natural sinks for carbon dioxide. When you next take 
a walk through your favourite landscape, do give a 
thought as to how the Forest’s beauty is contributing 
to keeping the world a safer place to live in.

Clive Chatters is a Friends of the New Forest Council 
member and Company Secretary of the Hampshire 
and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust.
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The clearance of invasive trees helps to maintain heaths and 
bogs as effective carbon sinks

A New Forest bog – a bastion against climate change 
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Jacob White outlines the National Trust’s bold 
ambition “to help reverse the decline in wildlife 
on all the land in its care” and recounts the 
results of recent surveys of the flora and fauna in 
its New Forest lands.

The National Trust (NT) aims to create/restore 25,000 
hectares of new habitats by 2025 – the equivalent of 
more than 33,000 Premier League football pitches. 

We were set up to protect places of natural beauty, 
and we plan to create and restore “priority” wildlife 
habitats on 10 percent of our land. They include 
habitats like chalk grassland and arable field margins 
– hand-picked by government as threatened and 
in need of help. By 2025, the NT’s ambition is that 
at least 50 percent of its farmland will be “nature-
friendly”, with protected hedgerows, field margins,  
ponds, woodland and other habitats – allowing 
plants and animals to thrive.

The New Forest “State of Nature”
National Trust staff and volunteers conduct surveys 
across the Northern and Western Commons in the 
New Forest, covering butterflies, birds, bats, flowering 
plants, reptiles and some specialities, such as the 
small fleabane (Pulicaria vulgaris) on the Bramshaw 
Commons.

Following assessment of wildlife data collected in 
2019, overall nature and wildlife on these commons 
is doing encouragingly well. 

Our lowland heathland SSSIs and Foxbury all support 
a wide range of nationally rare and endangered 
species, as well as a whole host of generalists. Our 
heathland restoration project – Foxbury – supports 
a wide variety of diverse habitats, supporting our 
largest bird and butterfly populations. Upward trends 
in wildlife populations on NT land in the New Forest 
can be surmised from the wealth of data available. 

However, more needs to be done to fill in some of 
the gaps in our knowledge. Summaries of findings 
over the past few years are given below.

Butterflies and moths
Overall, 2019 was a very encouraging year for 
butterflies on NT New Forest land. Numbers are 
mostly down on 2018, which had an exceptionally 
long, warm summer, although up on 2017, with 
many sites such as Hale Purlieu and Rockford 
Common showing an upward long-term trend for 

THE NATIONAL TRUST’S LONG-TERM 
AMBITIONS FOR NATURE AND WILDLIFE

butterfly numbers and species diversity overall. 
Foxbury outperformed all the sites with the most 
species diversity of 25, and the most butterflies seen 
– a total of 1,201 individual sightings – including a 
colony of silver studded blue butterflies (very exciting 
for a heathland restoration project!).

Open lowland heathland remains the best quality 
habitat for species diversity and butterfly numbers 
counted across all five transects, with coniferous 
woodland displaying very low species counts and 
diversity. Although no formal moth surveys were 
conducted in 2019, work by Andy Foster on Ibsley 
Common has observed larvae of UK BAP (Biodiversity 
Action Plan) priority shoulder-striped clover moth 
(Heliothis maritima), which relies on young pioneering 
cross-leaved heath – encouraged by the rotational 
heather management regimes on Ibsley, creating a 
rich mosaic.

Birds
Out on the commons, Dartford warbler, cuckoo, 
nightjar, woodlark, yellow hammer, lapwing and 
willow warbler are common sightings. Foxbury 
remains our most surveyed site, with 105 species 
recorded so far for the site, 84 species in 2019, 
including a whole host of rare SPA (Special 
Protection Area) species such as Dartford warblers 
(10), woodlark and curlew.

Silver studded blue butterfly
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Nationally vulnerable/rare species such as lesser-
spotted woodpecker, spotted flycatcher, cuckoo, 
bullfinch and, for the first time in Foxbury, the 
grasshopper warbler were also cited – among lots of 
generalists. Foxbury, which remains a site offering a 
diversity of habitat for a range of bird species, is also 
surveyed for its nightjar population every year – 
in 2019 an average of 26 churring males and two 
females were observed.

Bats
Formal surveys using Echo Meter Touch PRO 2 
modules plugged into a tablet have only been taking 
place for two years, with formal survey transects 
established for Foxbury, Deazle Wood and Hale 
Purlieu. Surveys show that NT land in the New Forest 
is used regularly as a possible feeding ground for up 
to 11 species of bats, including barbastelle, serotine 
and Daubenton’s, which most likely roost in nearby 
woodlands and the roofs of old properties.

Plant life
New NT Priority Habitat Assessments are being rolled 
out portfolio-wide, which we hope will provide us 
with accurate condition assessments on our New 
Forest SSSIs and important plant life data. A formal 
survey already exists at Hale Purlieu and Foxbury, with 
various casual surveys being conducted across our 
portfolio. The NT bio-surveys also act as a source of 
vegetation data for our commons. We also survey 
specifically for small fleabane (Pulicaria vulgaris), 
marsh clubmoss (Lycopodiella inundata), veilwort 
(Pallavicinia lyellii) and shepherds cress (Teesdalia 
nudicaulis) – see below.

Reptiles and 
amphibians
Formal surveys of reptiles 
exist on every NT  
property in the New 
Forest and give us a 
snapshot of where 
different species exist. 
Amphibians are currently 
only recorded casually 
when seen. Overall, 
Rockford and Ibsley 
Common’s south-facing 
slopes remain important 
strongholds for smooth snake (Coronella austriaca) 
populations in the New Forest. Adders (Vipera berus) 
and grass snakes (Natrix natrix) are frequently picked 
up on the acid grassland plateaus and wide valley 
bottoms of Ibsley, Rockford and Hightown.

Dartford warbler

Vipera berus - adder

Small Fleabane (Pulicaria 
vulgaris) Surveys
In 2014, transect lines were set up across the NT’s 
Bramshaw Commons, in response to the 2013 New 
Forest Small Fleabane Survey conducted by Natural 
England. Under Schedule 8 (Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981), the plant is of conservation concern, and 
the Bramshaw Commons of the New Forest contain 
one of the best remaining strongholds in Britain. 
The endurance of traditional commoning practices 
in the area maintains the heavily-grazed and animal-
poached grassland habitat that the plant relies on 
when combined with wet soils. As an annual,  
P. vulgaris can be difficult to monitor in that it relies 
so heavily on the above conditions; if these change, 
plant populations and locations can differ widely year  
on year.
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Populations of small fleabane are still highly prevalent 
throughout all the commons surveyed on NT New 
Forest land, and 2019 proved to be the best year 
overall for numbers of plants observed since this 
survey began. The only decline was observed at 
Penn Common, a general area in which Pulicaria 
has not been recorded in anything other than single 
figures for many years. The wet spring and summer 
experienced in 2019, along with the consistent high 
grazing levels and, as a result, livestock poaching,  
has produced perfect conditions for Pulicaria to  
take advantage.

Overall, the total number of plants counted is the 
highest on record compared to all previous survey 
data, with 2,662 individuals observed.

Marsh Clubmoss (Lycopodiella 
inundata) 
This simple plant is related to both ferns and mosses, 
but looks more like a moss. It forms long prostrate 
leafy strands that meander along the soil surface, but 
in the autumn develops vertical “spikes” with tiny, 
pale-brown spore cases at the tips. It grows on wet 
heaths, peaty soil and other places that are under 
water for much of the winter, preferably with some 

 
To learn more about the National Trust’s Land, 
Outdoors and Nature strategy, follow this link: 
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/news/
our-plan-to-restore-nature-at-our-places.

disturbance from grazing or vehicles. It is classified as 
“Endangered” and protected under Schedule 8 of the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.

The results of our marsh clubmoss (Lycopediella 
inundata) surveys show that populations on our 
known sites on Furzley Common and Plaitford 
Common have either increased or maintained  
their size since 2017. We also discovered four new 
sites on Furzley Common, totalling some 1,000 
individual plants.

Shepherds Cress (Teesdalia 
nudicaulis)
Rockford Common sand pit is thought to have one 
of the only sites in the New Forest for this plant. 
Hundreds of plants exist along the top fringe of the 
sand pit, although they are at constant risk of erosion.

Veilwort (Pallavicinia lyellii)
Pallavicinia lyellii is recognised as being of principal 
importance for conservation in England, where it 
is rare and declining. Colonies with both male and 
female plants were confined to Cadnam Bog, which 
supported 49 (91%) of the colonies found in the 
New Forest. Cadnam Bog appears to support the 
largest sexually reproducing population of P. lyellii in 
England and is by far the most important location in 
South Hampshire. *

The site is specially protected, actively managed with 
consideration to P. lyellii and seemingly in favourable 
condition for the species. Research is needed to 
quantify the canopy shade favoured by the plant and 
assess the implications for woodland management 
practice. Future monitoring should, at least, include 
re-survey of populations every three years, ideally 
utilising high-accuracy GPS equipment.

* Callaghan, 2019, Status, Conservation and ecology of Pallavicinia lyellii 
in South Hampshire.

Small fleabane, small water pepper  
and penny royal – Cadnam Green

Marsh clubmoss
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Jacob White, a Council Member of Friends of the 
New Forest, is Area Ranger – National Trust.



Commoners are no different from other animal 
owners, but, as Ann Sevier admits, they are 
luckier, because they can tell tales not only about 
their cats and dogs but also about what their 
livestock get up to.

The animals you most remember are the ones that 
are clever and these are often the ones that give  
you most trouble. They also have your respect, and I 
will write about my old grey mare, who is no longer 
with me. 

First, I could never find her. She was unusual, in that 
she had a wide-ranging haunt, so could be anywhere 
from Hyde Common to Telegraph (the junction where 
the B3078 divides to Downton) and anywhere from 
Woodgreen to Sloden. If I ever found her and got  
out of the car and said, “Hello, there”, her head 
would come up and she would turn and gallop off 
into the distance.

For four years she never got rounded up (drifted), 
because she would see the riders coming and 
sneak off and hide. On the fifth year, when I was 
standing at the pound at Hale Purlieu corner, I saw 
her with the Agister, who was bringing her up from 
Woodgreen. I went over to the Agister and said, 
“You got her, then”, and his reply was, “I saw her  
ass end going into them ’olly bushes and went in  
and got her”. 

Through the eyes of a Commoner

She was a thinking pony and the funniest thing  
she ever did was to try and quickly hide from me  
by standing behind a telegraph pole with her belly 
stuck out beyond each side of the pole. She was 
working on the principle that, if she could not see 
me, therefore I could not see her. Once I had  
stopped laughing and did “peek-a-boo”, she just 
took off again.

The most amazing thing, which just by chance I saw 
her do, was when she was grazing on a bog and 
all four legs broke through and she was up to her 
belly in water. My mind went, too, and I thought,  
“I will need a tractor to get her out of there”. Then 
I saw her flop on her side, pull all four legs out of the 
bog and shuffle on her side, while pushing with her 
legs to reach the edge of the bog, where she got up 
and calmly walked off. With a sigh of relief, I thought, 
“That’s not the first time you’ve done that, girl”.

This one was definitely the type of “good, tough New 
Forest mare” that all Commoners want, because they 
never need winter feeding and look after themselves 
all year – and I am lucky that that ability has been 
passed on to her daughter and granddaughter. 

Ann Sevier, a thirteenth-generation Commoner who 
turns out ponies on to the Forest, is a committee 
member of the Commoners Defence Association and 
a Friends of the New Forest Council member.
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Me and my old grey mare
Is this a daughter or a granddaughter hiding behind Ann Sevier?
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BOOK REVIEW

David Humbert reviews Rebirding: Rewilding 
Britain and its Birds, and considers it to be a 
fascinating vision for large-scale wildlife recovery 
in Great Britain.

“There is no shortage of space for ‘re-birding’ 
in our crowded islands”, contends the author, 
Benedict Macdonald, “the deer estates in the 
Scottish Highlands are twice the size of Yellowstone, 
Snowdonia is larger than the Masai Mara, it is that 
our precious space is uniquely wasted”.

With claims such as these, this is unusual for a 
wildlife book, in that it really is a gripping read and 
undoubtedly meticulously researched. Owners of 
grouse moors, deer estates, upland sheep farms and 
managers of some of the National Parks will wince as 
they read of the author’s vision for radical changes in 
management practices. But the intriguing balance of 
this work is that the vision is for landscape-scale land-
management changes to be self-funding, with the 
return of wildlife bringing with it prosperity through 
eco-tourism and increased rural employment.

Here in the New Forest, we can take great pride, as 
the area is held up as a last stronghold for species 
such as the hawfinch, lesser-spotted woodpecker 
and – sharing a stronghold on Dartmoor – cuckoo. 
Macdonald also asserts that “The New Forest is the 
only National Park where a significant reminder of a 
rich ecosystem can still be found. Forestry blights a 
sizeable proportion of the woodland. Unchecked deer 
herds prevent the nectar layer and brambles from 
feeding the trees with caterpillar food. Heathlands 
are burned. But the ‘core’ of the New Forest has 
survived: a mosaic of rich ancient woodlands – the 
very best we have – where free-roaming herbivores 
still shape and maintain the varied landscape”.  
Other National Parks come in for criticism and are 
among the many large open spaces where wide-
ranging improvements in management might restore 
the landscapes and contribute to “re-birding”. 

Although Benedict Macdonald visualises a future 
where change on a national scale can turn round the 
decline in wildlife, and especially bird populations, 
his theory is quite right in asserting that none of 
this will happen if it is not viable. Industrial farming 
with intensive use of artificial fertiliser, pesticides and 
herbicides quite rightly comes in for criticism, but 
the author acknowledges the need to produce food 
on the most appropriate land for farming, while also 
calling for the little unused corners of productive 
farms to be left as scruffy as possible to the benefit 
of wildlife. This is carried through to homeowners, 
who should be encouraged to tidy gardens as 
little as possible and for local authorities to reduce 
their expensive and destructive verge mowing and 
“obsessive tidiness disorder”.

Benedict Macdonald’s compromises are clever; the 
many ideas in this book could vastly improve bird  
and wildlife populations and together the proposals 
could be brought together to become a national-scale 
“game-changer”. The proposals in this book aim to 
provide inspiration for how that change could come 
about and how such a dream could be financed and 
sustained. It is a book full of hope. A challenging 
read, certainly a thought-provoking one – and  
hugely enjoyable.

Rebirding –
Benedict Macdonald

Rebirding is a Pelagic Publishing Monograph, 
April 2019, 288pp, ISBN: 9781784271879 – and 
now out in paperback.
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The New Forest has been an inspiration to landscape painters for many years and it is interesting 
to compare those landscapes painted around a hundred years ago with those of the present day. 

Later this year there will be an exhibition at the New Forest Heritage Centre featuring these comparisons. 
The exhibition will show how parts of the Forest have changed in the past hundred years;  
some places have been so badly changed that they have lost any “picturesque” quality, 

while others have changed but still have a beauty that inspires the artist to paint.

The “Past and the Present” exhibition starts on 14 November 2020 and finishes on 17 January 2021. 
The past artists will also include Heywood Sumner, John Emms, Wilfred Ball, A.R. Quinton, 

Ernest W. Haslehust and Mrs W. Rawnsley; and there will be some forty paintings by 
Barry Peckham and Peter Frost, together with a catalogue of the past and present paintings.

INSPIRED by the NEW FOREST

Lyndhurst in about 1920, oil painting by Frederick Golden Short (1863–1936). He was a professional artist 
who was born and lived in Lyndhurst and exhibited at the Royal Academy and other leading galleries.

Lyndhurst in 2019, painted from the same position, using the church spire as a guide, by Peter Frost 
who enjoys working in oil and belongs to a small group of professional painters called The New Forest Painters.
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