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President’s Report – 2008/09

In an article written for The Times on the 29th April, 1963, George Langley Taylor (later 
Sir George) who was Chairman of the Council for the Preservation of Rural England 
and a nominated Verderer since 1949 wrote -   “The day to day life in the Forest has 
shown a notable improvement of atmosphere since the 1949 Act came into operation.  
The relationship between the Forestry Commission (who manage the Forest on behalf 
of the Crown) and the commoners, the general public, has been that of friendly co-
operation and understanding due in no small measure to the helpful attitude of the 
Deputy Surveyors who have held office.”

It would be difficult today to argue that the spirit of “friendly co-operation and 
understanding” exists today, judging from responses to the New Forest National Park 
draft plan.  I was an elected member of the Verderers Court and sat alongside, among 
others, Sir George, Sir Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre and the redoubtable Gerald Forward.  
We all helped in the formulation and passage of the 1964 New Forest Act.  The language 
was simple.  For example, under the “Preservation of Amenity”, the Act says that “In 
the performance of their functions under the New Forest Acts1877-1964, the Forestry 
Commissioners and the Verderers shall have regard to the desirability of conserving 
flora, fauna and geological or physiographical features of special interest.”  The Park’s 
draft plan uses many words to spell out the same thing and in spite of the exhortation 
of promoting “social progress recognizing everyone’s needs”, it uses very authoritarian 
language when it comes to recreational pony owners.

It is interesting to note that the Verderers largely support this plan, recognising the 
additional pressures on the area that have accrued over the last forty years. They appreciate 
the difference between promoting the commoners ponies and the recreational pressure 
that is being put on the Forest. The New Forest pony is simply the best for Forest riding 
and is even celebrated in the National Park logo. The phrase “Sustainable communities 
and personal well being” used in the plan must be backed by an understanding of the 
ways and traditions of the New Forest. 

It is hoped the New Forest Association will play a part in persuading the Park authority 
that it is their duty to regain that atmosphere of “friendly co-operation and understanding” 
about which Sir George Langley Taylor spoke of some forty-six years ago 

I am to retire at this Annual General Meeting as your President.  I was elected in 2003, 
having been in the same office some time ago when I was succeeded by Belinda, Lady 
Montagu and then Lord Manners.  The Association is doing a great job under William 
Ziegler and his officers who I would like to thank on your behalf.

Maldwin Drummond
President
March, 2009
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Chairman’s Report 2008

It seems to have been another busy year for the Association, with a continuing stream of 
proposals and plans emanating from a number of statutory bodies involved in running 
the Forest and its immediately surrounding area. All these have to be read, considered 
and responded to by the various Committees, who give of their time unstintingly. The 
most controversial of these being the National Park Authority’s Draft Management Plan, 
which has also thrown the spotlight on our relationship with the Park Authority.

The whole question of whether the New Forest should be a National Park has been 
divisive since first mooted many years ago, and both the Membership and the Council 
of the New Forest Association have been split by the subject and remain so to this day.

However, the Association Council and, I believe, the majority of the membership 
recognise that whatever their views, we are now a National Park, and as such it would 
be foolishly counter productive for us to not work with the National Park Authority, so 
as to try and achieve the objects of the Association.

To remind those who have forgotten, the objects of the Association, as registered with 
the Charities Commission and contained in our rules, are: -“to promote the preservation 
for the benefit of the public generally of the New Forest as administered by the National 
Park Authority and generally to protect and preserve the character and amenities thereof 
and to protect and preserve the areas of scientific and ecological importance and the flora 
and fauna therein”.

The way that these objects are very deliberately phrased allows the Association to 
involve itself with virtually any matter that impacts on the area. To become successfully 
involved we must work with those bodies, most of who are statutory, who control or 
influence the way that the New Forest is administered. This now includes the National 
Park Authority.

I know that a minority of members have been disappointed by our response to the 
National Park Authority’s Draft Management Plan, with a number seeming to think 
that we should have been vociferously and totally against it simply because it emanated 
from the National Park Authority. I have received a number of letters along these or 
similar lines, and in nearly every one of them one thing has stuck out. This being that 
they were unhappy because they felt that we had not done enough to represent their 
personal interests.

To them I have one thing to say, “you have obviously misunderstood the  objects of the 
Association”. These objects make it quite clear that the New Forest Association is not 
here to represent our members’ personal interests but to represent and to protect the 
interests of the Forest. For the vast majority of our members these objects coincide with 
their personal interests as regards the well being of the Forest and they are happy that 
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this must remain our prime objective.  

As regards the Draft Management Plan itself, those of you who have read it in full, will 
appreciate that much of it is very good. It is not perfect by any means and we have made 
this clear. We also feel that in places the way it is written gives the wrong impression 
and some of the facts and figures used are very questionable. 

However this only relates to a part of it, with the bulk covering some excellent policies 
supporting matters such as Commoning, sustainable business practices, the protection 
of the Forest from the pressures of overuse and the “repair” of areas of the Open Forest, 
which have been damaged over the years.

As an Association we have for years wanted to see a document produced that looks at 
the Forest as a whole, and which tries to bring together all the problems it faces so that 
they may be considered and faced in an all encompassing way. I hate the phrase “joined 
up politics”, but in this instance it does accurately describe what is needed. 

This Draft document goes a long way towards this, and although it will never be perfect 
in everyone’s eyes, it is a start. 

Camping
In the winter newsletter, I reported on the need for benchmark information for each 
of the ten Forest Holiday campsites in the Forest. This is all now progressing with a 
professional survey of the sites starting in April.

The aim of the survey is to provide a clear-cut source of information as to exactly what 
facilities exist on the ground, down to the finest detail, along with all features including 
trees. Once completed the survey of the campsites will give a definitive base-line against 
which any future change can be monitored. 

This sort of survey is something that the Verderers have been hoping for, for some time, 
and it will be of great benefit to them in the performance of their duties under the New 
Forest Acts. 

The cost of a detailed survey of all ten sites is not cheap, and the Association is committed 
to paying 50% of the costs. Although this will make a sizeable dent in our reserves, we 
believe it will be worth every penny given the ongoing problems there have been with 
development of these sites over the years.

National Park Societies Annual Conference
As reported in the winter newsletter, 2008 saw the Association host the annual conference 
for its counterpart organisations in all the other National Parks. 

At the risk of repeating my report, all I will say is that the continuing feedback is still 
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incredibly positive, and once again I would thank all those involved for the considerable 
time they gave up to help. It was hard work, but it paid off.

The Official Verderer
At the time of writing my report last year, we did not know if Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre 
would be re-appointed as Official Verderer. There being considerable controversy 
surrounding the whole matter and even questions asked on the floor of the House of 
Commons.

As I wrote then, I felt that we would never get to the bottom of it, and so far I have been 
proved right. Conspiracy theories have always been popular in the Forest, but for once I 
suspect that there was more than a grain of truth in the ones circulating on this subject.

Happily we got the result that we wanted, and he was re-appointed for a further three 
year term which I, like many, feel can only be to the benefit of the Forest.

Maldwin Drummond
After serving a second term as president of the Association, Maldwin Drummond is 
standing down at this years AGM. His commitment to the New Forest over the years 
has been remarkable and I can only thank him for the time and effort he has given to the 
Association over many years. His encyclopaedic knowledge of not just the Forest but 
those who live in it has been of great value to us all, and myself in particular, and I very 
much hope that he will be around for many years to come in order that I may continue 
to tap into his knowledge and experience.

Maldwin. Thank you

William Ziegler, 
Chairman, March 2009

Maldwin’s involvment with the Council 
of the NFA appears to go back to 1961. 
Apart from being an active Council mem-
ber he has been  our President twice. He 
resigned in 1982 after 8 years to maintain 
the impartiality of his new appointment 
as chairman of the Consultative Panel.
He has always been a working President; 
it has been a privilige and a pleasure for 
Council members to have his wisdom 
available to them. The space here cannot 
do justice to the service he has given to 
the NFA let alone the Forest
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Our reception team at Foxlease
L-R: Jenni Tubbs, Georgina Babey, Val 

Thorpe, Sylvia Edwards

Sustainable delivery by John and 
Sheila Ward

Many delegates arrived by public transport

Steve Trotter, NPA Director, 
gave a fascinating insight into 

Coastal Issues...

... and then led a cold walk out to Hurst Spit...

...whilst others heard about the Verderers 
Court in the sunshine

A misguided protest by FUG who 
thought we were entertaining Na-
tional Park Authorities as against 

‘watch-dog’ Societies added interest 
to the day for our visitors

National Park Societies Conference 
17th -19th October 2008

hosted by the NFA at Foxlease
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------------------------------------
HELP PLEASE.
After 12 years our Hon. Treasurer, Michael Perkins, has announced that he wishes to 
retire at the 2010 AGM. As such we need to find a volunteer to take over the job, 
preferably as soon as possible so as to enable a handover period. If you or anyone you 
know might be interested please contact Mr Perkins on 01794 342230 or by Email at: 
perkins.lockerley@yahoo.co.uk for further information. A brief description of the job 
is as shown below.

BOOK KEEPING
- Keep a Cash Book of Income and Expenditure throughout the year.
- Reconcile Cash Book to the Bank monthly.
- At the Year End analyse the Income and Expenditure during the year.
- If possible prepare the Annual Accounts in accordance with the Statement of 

Recognised Practice for accounting for Charities
- Submit the Accounts (if prepared) to the Auditor with the supporting records ready 

for the Audit review.
- Request the approval of the Council to adopt the Accounts

DAILY ROUTINE
- Pay in any cash or cheques
- Write cheques and make disbursements as required
- On receipt of Standing Orders submit these instructions to the relevant banks

MEETINGS
- Attend Council meetings

OTHER
- Prepare the Gift Aid tax claim, and submit to the Inland Revenue annually
- Prepare, and submit the Charity’s Annual Return to the Charity Commissioners

A group of delegates who walked 
over Bolton’s Bench and Lynd-

hurst Golf Course described it as 
more like suburbia than a 

National Park
Thanks to our sponsor

and support from
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Committee Reports 2008 – 2009

Membership & Development Committee

2008 was yet another very busy year for the M&D Committee, with much of our work 
being focused on promoting the Association and the reasons why its existence is as 
important today as at any time in our history.  This will carry on into 2009.  While the 
other committees do the lion’s share of the monitoring, consulting and commenting on 
the never-ending stream of matters to do with the Forest ‘M&D’ has the job of trying to 
bring together the diversity of all the work of the Association and present it in a simple, 
coherent way to our members, the public and other organizations.  This is no easy task 
as the extent of what the Association is involved with is astonishing.

Earlier in the year our Chairman, William Ziegler, came up with what, at face value, 
seemed a relatively simple and very sensible task. This being to define the work 
and responsibilities of each of the committees and then break these down into their 
constituent parts to see how we were using our (limited) resources, what we could do 
better and where we had gaps.  Suffice to say this task has yet to reach a conclusion 
all these months later, with the lists of our activities still growing.  So much for simple 
ideas! 

One thing the exercise has shown up is how dependent the Association is on the 
extraordinarily dedicated work of about a dozen people and how we need to recruit 
extra personnel, not only to spread the workload around but also to make a start on some 
of the activities and areas we would like to get involved with.  So, once again, a plea 
to all you members: we really value your on-going support but we also would love you 
to get involved.  We know there is a wealth of talent in our membership and, whatever 
yours is, we can put it to good use.  So don’t be backward about coming forward.  Even 
just a few hours of your time, in a whole year, would make a difference.

On the subject of support we anticipated that the, regrettably, much-needed increase 
in membership fees approved at the AGM last year, would result in a loss of some 
members, particularly at a time of financial recession.  Our fears have not been realised, 
however, and it has been very heartwarming that the vast majority of our membership 
continues to support what we are trying to achieve for the Forest.  A very big thank you 
to you all.

As last year’s show season and work we have been doing over the winter was touched 
on in the Winter/Spring Newsletter I won’t reprise it here, but instead invite you to 
join us at any of the shows we will be going to in 2009.  We intend to exhibit at about 
eight different events across the Forest and, though the list is not quite finalised, we are 
confirmed for Landford Show on 6th June, Sway Fete on 11th July, New Forest Show on 
28/29/30th July, Frogham Fair on 29th August and Romsey Show on September 12th.  If 
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you will be going to any or several of these, please come and see us.  You will be able 
to find all the events on our website as they are confirmed.

My thanks to all the members of the M&D Committee for their hard work and bright 
ideas over the year, and for making it such a cheerful committee to run!

Roly Errington, 
Chairman, March 2009 

The Association was on hand at various local events in the summer

Roly Errington and 
Geoff Barnes were 
amongst the stalwarts 
who prepared the 
stand
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Land Management Committee

The work of the Land Management Committee in 2008 was dominated by two large 
draft documents for consultation, the Management Plan for the Crown Lands from the 
Forestry Commission and the New Forest National Park Plan, Consultation Draft from 
the National Park Authority. We looked very closely at the ‘Land Management’ content 
of these two very substantial documents and ‘countered’ them with vitally important, 
but much more sensibly sized documents of our own! Let me explain.

A substantial part of the Land Management Committee’s work in 2007 was the 
production of our proposal document, Recovering Lost Landscapes. We always knew 
that the objectives within this work would be very long term simply on the basis that 
woodland landscape changes, by their very nature are long term, as is the ‘forest 
design plan’ concept to which Recovering Lost Landscapes contributes. In January and 
February 2008, we were receiving responses to this work, some very positive and some 
a little more luke-warm. 

It was therefore gratifying to see in the New Forest National Park Plan, Consultation 
Draft, substantial integration of the ideas and proposals from Recovering Lost 
Landscapes. This meant that we were keen to support the National Park’s efforts even 
when other interest groups in the forest scrutinising different parts of the document 
were, how shall I put it, ‘less than impressed’. We will do all we can to encourage the 
retention of the parts of the National Park proposals which benefit the woodlands.

Our second ‘output’ document concerns campsites in the New Forest and was set in 
train during the summer of 2008. There are 10 campsites in the New Forest that are 
managed by Forest Holidays in partnership with the Caravan and Camping Club. These 
are: Holmsley, Ashurst, Hollands Wood, Roundhill, Ocknell, Setthorns, Denny Wood, 
Matley Wood, Longbeech, and Aldridge Hill. The Association has been increasingly 
concerned by the gradual increase of the impact of camping on the environmental 
quality of these campsites and we are carrying out a ‘baseline survey’ (with the financial 
support of other organisations in the Forest) to map the current configuration of these 
campsites against which future change can be monitored. This survey project will 
carried out during 2009 and early 2010 so there will be more to report to members in 
next year’s annual report.

During September, the Chairman of the Council asked us to consider our remit as part of 
a careful review of the running of the Association, which he has been conducting during 
the year.  We proposed that the remit for the Land Management Committee is:
 
 “To review conservation, land management, landscape and recreation issues 

within the New Forest National park, which are not covered by the planning 
process.” 
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Make up of the Land Management committee: Chairman and six members.

Meetings: Three times per year, or more frequently when necessary.

Modus operandi: Respond to consultations, attend Open Forest Advisory Committee, 
Forest Design Plan Forum, Water Basin Management Forum, and other bodies, 
liaise with Forestry Commission and other land owners, as necessary.

Members of the Land Management committee are: Jenni Tubbs, Jon Cox, Peter Frost, 
Richard Reeves, Neil Sanderson and David Humbert. At our September 8th meeting 
Brian Tarnoff joined the committee.

David Humbert, 
Chairman, March 2009

Left: Hollands Wood 
campsite and below: 
Roundhills have been 
of concern for many 
years

Neither are in good 
condition, both are 
part of the open 
grazed Forest. 
Recent additions 
at Roundhills have 
done nothing to 
improve matters
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Planning Committee

This has been another productive and interesting year for the planning committee. Much 
of our work since inception of the National Park has been geared towards the current 
plan. We have held regular meetings with leading Authority officers, talked informally 
with many NPA members and discussed the ideas and improvements that we would like 
to see in the Park plans. Our attendance at NPA Development Control meetings along 
with our written and verbal presentations over the last three years have been intended 
to try and give a steer in the direction of policies of protecting the New Forest that this 
Association holds dear.

We were delighted that such a forward looking draft plan emerged from the NPA; 
indeed I have described it publicly as the best conservation plan that I have ever seen 
for the New Forest. In its present (draft) form it goes a very long way towards meeting 
NFA’s own Policy Agenda. This Agenda members may recall was written around 15 
years ago with Colin Tubbs responsible for much of the phrasing and thinking behind 
it. It has stood the test of time well, allowing us opportunity to take a long view on 
what is important for the future of the Forest. The major part of this is the very fabric 
of the Forest with the flora and fauna that it supports which in turn provides the basis 
for commoning. Commoning practice with its historical and cultural backdrop remains 
absolutely essential for the survival of the Forest as we know it.

The pressures of people and recreation are now stronger than ever. Activities that have 
in the past been tolerated can no longer be taken for granted. This plan is not just for 
the immediate future it takes a look at life twenty years ahead and attempts to set some 
standards that will be necessary if we are not to lose that which is most precious to all 
of us. It is not enough to respect the New Forest as a large open space for recreational 
use however important that may be to visitors and locals alike. It is an area that is much 
more than that. It has some flora and fauna that is unique in the British Isles and in some 
cases in Europe. If we don’t strive to control the pressures on this space now then those 
unique plants and creatures which make it special will be lost for all time.

The only way for this to happen is for us all to take responsibility for our activities and 
consider the effect they have on the wildlife in total over time.

The committee has proven very strong and effective again this year. Planning Consultant 
Bernie Austin has joined us along with Eve Gillmon who is providing a useful link with 
CPRE. Former Planning Supremo Liz Malcolm has now moved away from the area.  
We were sad to see her go as she has provided us with a great deal of sage advice. We 
are very fortunate to have been able to fill her role with John Ward, recently retired 
Director of Planning at the National Park Authority. He is finding lots of call on his time 
and we have already had some extremely useful input from him. Both Graham Baker 
and Michael Chilcott remain stalwarts of the committee working their way through 
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plans and other paper work and then providing responses or making presentations to 
appropriate bodies. The Association owes them all a vote of thanks for the time and 
effort they put in on its behalf.

Peter Roberts, 
Chairman, March 2009

“...the best conservation plan that I 
have ever seen for the New Forest.”

“...it goes a long way towards 
meeting NFA’s own Policy Agenda.”
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
THE NEW FOREST ASSOCIATION

Held at Minstead Hall
19th April 2008

Ninety members attended. The President, Maldwin Drummond, opened the meeting 
and welcomed those present. He had first attended NFA AGMs in the 1950s when Sir 
George Meyrick had been the President. He referred to the tragic accident in which a 
Council member, David Addison, had died. Those present stood to remember David and 
other members who had passed away during the year.

The Chairman, William Ziegler, took the meeting through the agenda items.

1. Apologies for absence had been received from 141 members.

2. Minutes of the 2007 Annual General Meeting.

The minutes of the previous AGM had been printed in the Annual Report. On the 
proposal of Peter Sweet, seconded by David Humbert, the meeting agreed unanimously 
to adopt the minutes.

3. Matters arising.

 Alan Goodfellow, Olive Flood, Peter Sweet and Alison Bolton all referred to the need 
to attract young members. Suggestions offered included a reduced subscription charge, 
seeking advice from the successful Young Commoners Group and targeting young 
parents. 

4. a. The Annual Report

William Ziegler commented on the need for NFA to fight the small changes which 
lead to large-scale deterioration of the Forest over time. Membership at just over 1000 
seems to be plateauing. The delay in an announcement of the appointment of the Official 
Verderer suggests that the importance of the position is not appreciated at Government 
level. Holding the AGM on a Saturday seems to be successful.

The National Park Authority is developing its own detailed Planning policies. The NFA 
is fully involved in the process. A draft is expected during the summer and William 
Ziegler said that this would be ‘the litmus test by which the NPA will be judged’.

He thanked volunteers for the huge amount of time that they give to the NFA and to 
the Forest and invited the three Committee Chairmen to take members through their 
sections of the Report.
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Roly Errington, Chairman of Membership and Development, remarked that much work 
is needed simply to stand still. There is competition for attention from many other 
organisations. NFA’s exhibition stand has been re-equipped and more local shows will 
be attended in 2008 than in 2007. He called for help from members and stressed that 
these are informal, enjoyable occasions. Specific help in graphic design and copywriting 
is also sought to assist the Committee in improving NFA publications.

David Humbert, Chairman of Land Management, referred to the continued interest in 
his Committee’s report ‘Recovering Lost Landscapes’. Guided walks in the afternoon 
following the AGM  will illustrate further aspects of the potential of the proposals.

Peter Roberts, Chairman of Planning, said that his Committee frequently worked 
informally to try to prevent problems arising. He mentioned that the Committee 
includes both qualified planners and experienced campaigners several of whom were ex 
Chairmen of New Forest CPRE.

He welcomed the National Park Authority’s review of Conservation Areas. They are 
a valuable and useful tool and NFA will contribute on a specific area by area basis. 
Two major issues had brought mixed results. We were on the losing side when NATS 
proposed extensions to flight paths but it seems that aspirations for a Lyndhurst Bypass 
have been buried by Hampshire County Council for the foreseeable future.

The Annual Report was adopted unanimously on the proposal of Alison Bolton, 
seconded by Georgina Babey.

4.b. The Accounts.

Michael Perkins, the Hon. Treasurer, drew members attention to a generous donation 
and a legacy received during the year. Alan Goodfellow asked if there is any risk to 
the funds in current markets? The Hon. Treasurer said that they are on deposit with 
Standard Life.

The Accounts were adopted unanimously on the proposal of Denis Lyle, seconded by 
Geoff Barnes.

5. Election of Officers.

On the proposal of Peter Frost, seconded by Alison Bolton, the following officers were 
re-elected unanimously:

President: Maldwin Drummond

Hon. Secretary: Michael Chilcott
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Hon. Treasurer: Michael Perkins

Auditor: Robin Lloyd, BDO Stoy Hayward

6. Elections to Council

The Chairman thanked Mrs. Pam Harvey Richards and Richard Reeves, who were not 
standing for re election, for their valuable past service.

On the proposal of Olive Flood, seconded by Peter Frost, the following were re-elected: 
David Humbert, Dionis Macnair, Anne Millar, Tim Moore, Phil Marshall, Michael 
Perkins and Peter Roberts together with a new Council member, Val Thorpe.

7. Proposal to increase Membership rates.

There was discussion on the value of family or joint membership, which would reduce 
mailings and save costs. 

On the proposal of Geoff Barnes, seconded by Phil Marshall, new rates were unanimously 
agreed as follows:

Life Membership £300
Ordinary membership £17 reducing to £15 if paid by bankers order.
Corporate membership
    Companies with 1 – 5 employees £50
    Companies with 6 – 10 employees £100
    Companies with 11 or more employees £150

8. Any Other Business

There was none and the meeting closed at 11.15 am.

Post AGM. 

Clive Chatters, Chairman, New Forest National Park Authority, spoke about the 
purposes, remit, membership and approach of the NPA. He mentioned key issues which 
the NPA is addressing. Members questioned him on several matters before he joined a 
panel to debate further queries and comments.
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Support for local producers was of great importance at Foxlease, many of our 
visitors had never seen food miles on a menu before. Thanks are due to Sarah 

Green of New Forest Marque.

National Park
Societies Conference

October 2008

Dinner at Foxlease
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DONATING TO THE NEW FOREST ASSOCIATION

If you support and appreciate the work that the Council is doing in the New Forest 
and you would like to make a contribution towards this work; there are three ways of 
making a donation.

The first, if you are a tax payer, is by signing a gift aid declaration in support of a donation 
or your subscription.  This is described on the application form for membership.

Secondly, you may like to help by leaving us a legacy.  Most people will want to 
remember their family and friends in their Will, but increasingly people may consider 
leaving an amount of their estate to help other people or charitable organisations.  The 
New Forest Association offers an ideal way to leave a legacy in your Will that will be 
carefully administered according to your instructions for generations to come.  

Normally you should consult your solicitor about the exact wording, but the following 
specimen clause could be sent to your solicitor to be added to your Will as a codicil.  
“I give to the New Forest Association (registered Charity Number 260328) the sum of 
£……….. for the general purpose of the Association and the receipt by the Treasurer 
shall be a full discharge to my Executors”  It is also possible to give shares or property, 
or the residue of your estate when all other bequests to family or friends have been 
made.

Finally, if you complete a Self Assessment tax return and are entitled to a tax refund, 
you can choose to have all or part of the repayment sent directly to a charity of your 
choice - this is called ‘Self Assessment Giving’ or ‘SA Donate’.  You can also ask that 
the repayment is made as a Gift Aid donation and HM Revenue & Customs will send 
your refund (plus any Gift Aid tax repayment) directly to the New Forest Association.
To donate your tax repayment to us please fill in form “SA100 Charity” where you will 
be asked to enter our Charity Code which is FAG98MG.  You will find this form in your 
tax return pack, or you can download it from the internet, but if in doubt please ask the 
Treasurer (01794 342230) for more information.

AGM’s can be fun, even for the ‘top’ table!
L-R: Peter Frost, Peter Roberts, Clive Chatters and William Ziegler
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New Forest Association -Trustees’ Annual Report.

1. Legal and administrative information.
Registered Charity No 260328
The New Forest Association was founded in 1867 and is run according to rules which 
were restated in the 1999 Annual Report and amended in the 2007 Annual Report.

The New Forest Association  can be contacted via the secretary: 
New Forest Association, Michael Chilcott, Penny Cottage, Silver Street, Emery Down, 
Lyndhurst, Hampshire, SO43 7DX

The trustees are: Maldwin Drummond, David Humbert and Peter Roberts

The officers of the New Forest Association are: 
  President:   Maldwin Drummond
  Chairman of the council:  William Ziegler
  Vice-Chairman of the council: Peter Roberts
  Hon. Treasurer:   Michael Perkins
  Hon. Secretary:   Michael Chilcott

2. Aims and organisation.

The object of the Association is to promote the preservation for the benefit of the public 
generally of the New Forest as administered by the National Park Authority and generally 
to protect and preserve the character and amenities thereof and to protect and preserve 
the areas of scientific and ecological importance and the flora and fauna therein.

The New Forest Association is a membership organisation having Life Members, 
Annual Members and Corporate Members paying a subscription.

3. Review of progress and achievements.

Throughout 2008, the activities of the Association’s council and its Planning, Land 
Management and Membership and Development Committees have continued to further 
the aims and objectives of the Association. A good working relationship has been 
established with the National Park Authority and liaison with the Forestry Commission 
continues.

A considerable amount of preparatory work was put into the organisation of the National 
Parks Societies annual conference which was succesfully held in the New Forest in 
October 2008.

The rates for membership are now: Life membership £300, annual membership if paid 
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yearly is £17 although this reduces to £15 if paid by bankers order. This remains very 
good value in view of the essential work undertaken by the Association.

The New Forest Association is represented on:
 The New Forest Consultative Panel
 The New Forest Design Forum
 Western Commons Liaison Group
 ..and other bodies from time to time.

4.  Review of financial activities and affairs.

The Association has achieved another very satisfactory financial performance in the 
year to 31st December 2008. 
The figures show an increased level of receipts and expenditure due to the inclusion 
of the National Park Societies Conference. Higher quality information for members 
and additions to sales items for fund raising purposes has resulted in an increase in 
expenditure.

This leaves the Association in the secure financial position of  having a General Purposes 
fund balance of £45,423 at the year end which is indeed an excellent result.

Peter Roberts. Trustee
David Humbert. Trustee.

March 2009
For and on Behalf of the New Forest Association

View from 
the New 
Forest 
Corner at 
the N F 
Show

Photo credits: 
Georgina 

Babey, Roly 
Errington 
and Peter 
Roberts
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NEW FOREST ASSOCIATION
Registered Charity No. 260328

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31 DECEMBER 2008

1. Receipts and Payments Account - General Purposes Fund

2008 2007

£ £ £ £
Receipts
Grants, donations and subscriptions

Ordinary member subscriptions 6,615 6,420
Transferred from Life Membership Fund 647 630
Donations and Sponsorship 6,895 5,915
Tax Refund 1,687 3,044
Fund Raising 5,390 190

------- -------
21,234 16,199

Trading Activities 1,481 1,893
Investment Income:

Bank interest 1,828 1,619
-------- --------

Total receipts for the year 24,543 19,711
-------- --------

Payments
Direct Charitable Expenditure

Stock Purchases 1,971 362
Donations - 100
Council expenses 145 285
Conferences & Travel 6,940 1,506
Insurance 479 113
Marketing 148 744

------- -------
9,683 3,110

Other Expenditure
Web Site 1,016 500
Stationery and Other - 401
Annual meeting, Report, Newsletters 4,040 2,461
Subscriptions 1,170 1,100
Capital Expenditure - 2,705

------ -----
  6,226 7,167
-------- --------

Total payments for the year  15,909 10,277
-------- --------

Net Receipts for the year 8,634 9,434
Fund balance 1 January 2008 36,789 27,355

--------- ---------
Fund balance 31 December 2008 45,423 36,789

--------- ---------
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NEW FOREST ASSOCIATION
Registered Charity No. 260328

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31 DECEMBER 2008

2. Receipts and Payments Account - Life Membership Fund

2008 2007 

£ £

Receipts:

Life member subscriptions received in the year 800 600

Transfer to General Purposes Fund (647) (630)

-------- -------- 

Net (Decrease) / Increase for the year 153 (30)

 5,670 5,700

 --------    --------

 5,823   5,670

 --------    --------

Statement of Assets and Liabilities at 31 December 2008

General 
Purpose
Fund

Life
Membership
Fund

Total
2008

Total
2007

£ £ £ £

MONETARY ASSETS

Bank current account 1,264 - 1,264 2,305

Bank deposit account 44,159 5,823 49,982 40,154

--------- ------- --------- ---------

45,423 5,823 51,246 42,459

--------- ------- --------- ---------

OTHER ASSETS
  For use by the Charity and belonging to the General Purposes Fund:
    New Forest Embroidery, nominal value  £100
    Stock, at cost  £1,554
    Exhibition display equipment  £940
    Trailer  £302
    Tent  £352
    Lap top  £281
    Projector & Screen  £416

Approved ……………………..P Roberts (Trustee)                                      Date:  4 March, 2009

  …………………….A D Humbert  (Trustee)
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Notes to the Accounts

1. The Receipts and Payments accounts have been drawn up as a summary of the receipts and payments 
made during the year by The New Forest Association.  Amounts are included as received by the charity, 
or as cheques are drawn.

2. The Receipts and Payments accounts and Statement of Assets and Liabilities have been prepared 
following the guidance for Accounting for Smaller Charities issued by the Charity Commissioners. 

3. Each year 10% of the Life Membership Fund is transferred to the General Purposes Fund.

NEW FOREST ASSOCIATION

EXAMINER’S REPORT

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF

THE NEW FOREST ASSOCIATION

I report on the Accounts of New Forest Association for the year ended 31 December 2008 which are set out 
on pages 17 to 18.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner.
As the charity’s trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts; you consider that the audit 
requirement of Section 43(2) of the Charities Act 1993 (the Act) does not apply.  It is my responsibility to 
state, on the basis of procedures specified in the General Directions given by the Charity Commissioners 
under section 43(7)(b) the Act, whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner’s report
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity Commissioners.  
An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity in a comparison of the 
accounts presented with those records.  It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in 
the accounts and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters.  The procedures 
undertaken do not provide all the evidence that will be required in an audit and consequently 1 do not express 
an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.

Independent examiner’s statement
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:
1. Which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements

to keep account records in accordance with section 41 of the Act; and
to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to comply with the 
accounting requirements of the Act, 

have not been met; or
2. To which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn to enable a proper understanding of the

accounts to be reached.

        Arcadia House  
       Maritime Walk
       Ocean Village
R B Lloyd ACA      Southampton.  SO14 3TL
 Date:      6 March, 2009
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New Forest Association Application Form

I would like to become a member of the New Forest Association.

Ordinary member  By cheque - £17.00 pa (minimum).  

   By bankers Order £15.00 pa (minimum) 

Life member £300.00 (minimum).     

   I enclose my cheque for £…………………………….

   I would like to pay by bankers order. Please send me a form.

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Other……………………………….

Initials…………………………………………………

Surname……………………………………………….

Address………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………

……………………………Postcode…………………..

Telephone number*……………………………………..

Email Address*…………………………………………

Occupation*……………………………………………..

Date of Birth*……………………………………………
*This additional information would be useful to the Association, but is not mandatory.
No personal information is disclosed to any third party.

Please return this form to:
Mr. M.J Perkins (Hon. Treasurer),
Critchells Farmhouse
Lockerley,
Romsey
Hants
SO51 0JD 


