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THE EDITOR’S PAGE
This autumn’s drive to reduce the mounting casualty rate among the
owned animals of the Forest is to be welcomed even if, for many, it
comes rather late in the day. It is, of course, entirely right to be very
concerned for the human casualties arising when there are accidents,
and right, too, to be very concerned for the animals involved. What
seems seldom to be mentioned is that each animal killed or maimed is
someone’s working capital depleted, in the case of unresolved hit and
run incidents without any recompense. The contribution “From the
Horse’s Mouth” (in preparation before the new campaign was
announced) looks at the problem from an unusual angle, with both
pathos and humour.
This issue sees the final instalment of the series of articles prepared by
Anne Biffin that have covered different aspects of the Forest’s history
and its people. We are immensely grateful to her. I hope to continue a
historical theme next year with the commencement of a new series on
the lost manor houses of the New Forest.
The special nature of the New Forest is widely accepted but many
people find it quite hard to state exactly why this is and why, therefore,
conservation must be given the highest priority. To improve awareness
of what makes the Forest such a very special place, I am planning,
throughout next year and beyond, to invite contributions from natural
history specialists who will be able to help our understanding. In
addition, there’s a lot of research going on across the Forest. We are
supporting the Woodcock project and had a presentation about it at the
AGM. Did you know, though, about the extensive surveys of the
Firecrests and other bird species that have been done over recent years?
Probably not, unless you are a member of the Hampshire Ornithological
Society. Hopefully in the future the Newsletter will become a channel
for getting information about such work better known
among those who live within the Forest, or carry some
responsibility for its care and wellbeing.
Graham Long
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Presentation to Peter Frost
Members of the Association gathered in the back room of the Royal
Oak in mid-October to present Peter Frost with a token of appreciation
for his work and leadership in protecting the New Forest over many
years. In making the presentation of a fine copy of Wise's New Forest,
our President, Oliver Crosthwaite-Eyre, referred to Peter’s varied roles
including chairing not only the Association but also the CPRE branch,
as well as more than nine years spent as a Verderer and eight years as a
National Park Authority member. There can rarely have been a more
hard working and better champion of the Forest.
Peter's enthusiasm and sheer doggedness is legendary. He well deserves
time to enjoy his new home which he is working on with his partner
Mary. In quiet moments he will now have opportunity to peruse a copy
of Wise that is almost as old as the Association. It is not a first but the
large paper edition published in 1880, limited to 250 copies, and
unusually has a number of Golden Short photographs.
Peter Roberts
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TOWARDS
A NEW PUBLIC FOREST ESTATE
MANAGEMENT BODY
- the NFA’s response to Defra’s proposals
The New Forest Association, a charity formed in 1867 to help protect the New
Forest, welcomes the opportunity to comment on the proposals for a new
Public Forest Estate management body. Whilst accepting many of the
principles in the proposal as being appropriate for a national body concerned
with forestry and land management there are reasons, both practical and
historical, why the New Forest should be considered separately.
The report of the Independent Panel on Forestry referred in its vision to the
New Forest as a cultural forest (p15) and as being particularly important and
needing safeguards. These are built in under present arrangements enshrined
in the New Forest Acts 1877-1970 which will need to be incorporated in any
new legislation. In addition to this the Minister's Mandate from 1971 has set
out principles that have assisted management over the last forty years giving
priority to conservation following inappropriate and widely condemned felling
of ancient and ornamental trees in the preceding three years. The new Charter
may be the area where these principles could be incorporated.
The survival of the New Forest overseen by the Forestry Commission is an
historical accident which indicates that it should be managed in a way that
recognizes that history. The New Forest is not just another tract of land used
by the Forestry Commission for timber growing. Its mosaic of heathland,
mires, lawns and pastoral woodlands have been formed over hundreds of years
and require special skills to manage. The Verderers who manage the
commoners’ grazing through the Acts mentioned above are a vital part of that
process. Operational structure of the new body might be better organised if it
were linked to management of the Forest of Dean as the two major historic
cultural forests. Past geographical connections, in use for many decades under
the Forestry Commission, have sometimes made for unfortunate management
decisions because of the diverse lands being managed.
Giving the new body a remit beyond that of simple timber production is
clearly sensible when much of the land nationally, and in particular in the New
Forest, is used for recreation and has the highest conservation value. Fresh
thought might be given to the charges for a variety of licences that are given.
Large scale commercial events that cause damage or disturbance could be
better managed with appropriate charges and a cap on numbers. Car parking in
the Crown lands is generally free at present and whilst there are issues with
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road-side parking this is an opportunity to provide an income stream.
Accountability of the new body is vital to its ability to function. Goodwill is a
major part of any public body’s assets in meeting its aims and objectives.
Whilst the concept of Guardians will work at a national level there remains the
need for local accountability to and through organisations such as the New
Forest Panel which has acted as a sounding board since its inception at the
same time as the Minister's Mandate. One of the Guardians should represent
the New Forest or the two major cultural Forests (Dean and New). It is
obvious from the Independent Panel's Final Report that the cultural forests
should be given special protection to ensure that commercial or recreational
exploitation does not damage them. A reference to the Sandford Principle
which gives safeguards in any conflict between cultural and economic uses
should also be incorporated into the Charter.
There arises a further opportunity with the launch of a new management body
and that is to consider how conclusions of the Lawton Report might be taken
on board. The small-scale buying and selling of pockets of land, whilst
retaining the integrity of the Forest Estate, could provide significant ecological
benefits. The scope for improving links or wildlife corridors should be seen as
a major positive step in retaining biodiversity and assisting mankind as the
effects of climate change continue.
Funding considerations will be more difficult in the New Forest than most
other areas. Conservation does not pay for itself except indirectly in that the
habitats attract visitors who then provide economic benefit to the area. The
current New Forest FC deficit is, we understand, around £2m a year. With
estimates of up to 18m visits per year this equates to less than 12p a person per
visit – remarkable value and clearly meeting any likely social ambitions the
new body may have.
Safeguarding the habitats for future generations must be a key principle in
managing the New Forest. This applies whether timber production, recreation
or other commercial activity is undertaken.
Peter Roberts, Chairman
September 2013

INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS
At the September meeting of Council, Peter Roberts gave notice that he will be
standing down after the next AGM, so we are looking for a new chairman. If
you are interested in serving the Association as Chairman of Council, or know
a member whom you think might, please contact either Peter or our secretary
Michael Chilcott. Their addresses are inside the back cover.
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NFA ENDORSES TRANQUILLITY POLICY
‒ Presentment to the Verderers’ September Court
I am Peter Roberts, chairman of the New Forest Association. This presentment
may seem a little belated as it refers to your policy paper on tranquillity
announced last year. We wish to endorse that Policy as it goes to the heart of
the way that the New Forest should be perceived – it is a place where peaceful
enjoyment by visitors and locals alike can be achieved. This ties in with the
National Park guidelines as to appropriate recreation and care of the area. We
would like to see the Forestry Commission and their successors commit to
your policy as well as the National Park Authority.
It is perhaps worth reminding those present of your definition of tranquillity
'An absence of disruptive human noise and activity, which allows quite
contemplation and appreciation of the landscape, sounds and wildlife of the
Forest and the opportunity to experience solitude.'
The essence of continued recreational use of the Forest must be moderation. It
is not capable of hosting large numbers of people for whatever type of event in
the same place without considerable disruption to wildlife and further erosion
of tranquillity. We commend the Verderers paper on tranquillity and ask all
that care about this forest to adhere to its principles.
Not unconnected with this many will be aware that there is a unique
opportunity to influence the way that the New Forest is run by responding to
the consultation on the Public Forest Estate. It is vital not only that the New
Forest Acts are preserved in the new legislation, and be in no doubt - there
will be new legislation - but also that the principles behind the Minister's
Mandate are incorporated.
If we do not make appropriate representations now there is a chance that much
will be lost by a new national act. It is worth recalling that following a similar
act in 1968 there was need to repair the damage by introducing a new bill
which became the 1970 New Forest Act to protect all that our predecessors
cared about. We will post our response to the consultation on our website
shortly or copies can be obtained directly from me at
chairman@newforestassociation.org
Peter Roberts, Chairman
September 2013
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THIS IS A WORKING FOREST
‒ NFA presentment to the Verderers’ October Court
My name is Peter Roberts, I am chairman of the New Forest Association. We
speak to commend the Verderers on their action, in the interest of safety, of
postponing the Drift on the recent week-end that the cyclists were at New
Park. We also wish to make it clear in the strongest possible terms that there
should never have arisen a situation in which a commercial recreation event,
of whatever kind, should be allowed to take precedence over a drift. How
many times does it have to be said that this is a working forest and that
without the commoners and their stock it would not exist?
It is now clear beyond any doubt that the frequency of large commercial
events and the numbers attending them are far beyond the capacity of the
Forest. I say it again, this is a working Forest – recreation must come second.
I could stand here all day and recite anecdotal evidence about inappropriate
and unsafe behaviour, by cyclists in particular, at these events. The rudeness
seems to emanate from the frustration of some cyclists who wish to race,
against themselves, the clock or fellow competitors. As a race the correct
procedure is for the organisers to apply to the police to close the roads. The
Forest community has been pushed around for a long time by the commercial
interest in recreation – we have reached a point beyond which it must not go.
There is not a limitless capacity to absorb all the various amenity interests, we
all have to consider others in what we do.
We know that this is a small densely populated island and the New Forest is
within a daily trip of many millions of people. That this is a National Park
does not give commercial interests the right to unlimited access. The type of
activity that is suitable must be in keeping with the nature of the land and the
inhabitants, both people and wildlife. The phrase ‘quiet enjoyment’ has been
synonymous with National Parks for decades and that should be the criterion
here. It must also be of a type that does not cause disruption to the working
practices that make the Forest special.
We ask, no, demand, that those who sanction these events take into
consideration all that has been said above and ensure that the working Forest
never has to take second place to a commercial event again.
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In Appreciation of
TIM MOORE 1925-2013
Tim was brought up at Hightown on the edge of the Forest. Hunt activities
were central to the family and Tim and his sister were as keen as anyone. He
always took his own line, as close to hounds as possible. This taught him a
lot about the Forest and to care greatly for its future. He entered the army as
a career, rather than as a conscript, direct from school and after war service
stayed on. The army offered good opportunity for young officers to hunt.
His army career came to an untimely end with a horrendous motor accident.
After his recovery his father encouraged him to go for his desire to be a vet
but as he did not have the academic qualifications he went to the
Bournemouth Technical College to acquire them. Having done so, he went
on to Edinburgh University Vet School, specializing in large animals. He
became very interested in Professor Speed's research into ponies’ teeth.
Once qualified he did several short assignments with various practices before
coming back to the Forest to work with John Broughton. As soon as he felt
he had acquired enough experience, he set up on his own, combining
veterinary work with family, a herd of suckler beef cattle, and running a few
Forest ponies. Being on his own he was on call 24 hours, 365 days a year
but managed to get in plenty of hunting with the Buckhounds. He moved into
Sleepbrook Farm, Alderholt and was still farming and doing some veterinary
work, when he collapsed and died only days later, undoubtedly the way he
wanted to go.
Tim passionately believed we all have a duty to preserve our countryside and
to pass it to the next generation in better condition than we found it. He felt
he must give back to the Forest something for all the pleasure he had from it.
He was chairman of the Commoners’ Defence Association for 21 years,
dragging it reluctantly into the 20th century, saying if Commoners did not put
their house in order (there was a considerable problem with poor ponies in
the Spring at that time) it would be bloody well done for them and might
well be the end of commoning. Tim never minced his words and never let
go. His pet hate was certain cattery and he made regular presentments to the
Verderers, keeping everyone on their feet. He made a huge contribution to
the welfare of the ponies and the Forest in general. He was a respected
member of the Pony Breeders Society and a member of the NFA Council for
41 years until his 'retirement' just a few months before he died.
With his wife Nicky he had two sons and a daughter.
Dionis Macnair
9

HERTFORDSHIRE SAILORS BERTH AT FRITHAM
Neil, the landlord of the Royal Oak asked William Ziegler if he could
organise a walk and talk for a group of friends from a sailing club in
Hertfordshire in late summer. William, his wife Sarah, and I escorted
the party on an interesting two and a half hour route over heathland,
alongside the stream, past Holly Hatch cottage, and through the woods
to give them an idea of what the New Forest was about.
During the morning we covered
many aspects of Forest life, had a
thoroughly pleasant time and
ended up with a free drink in the
pub. A donation was received for
the NFA and twenty people went
away a little wiser about the area.
Ever thought of volunteering? ‒
this is the sort of strenuous
activity volunteers have to put up
with sometimes!
Peter Roberts

ANDERWOOD BARBECUE
I, along with twenty-five other members, gathered for the barbecue at
Anderwood, near Burley, on Sunday 6th October and we were
obviously all wearing our good weather charms. Although a little
cloudy at the outset, the sun broke through and there was no threat of
rain.
Seventeen people went on the pre-lunch walk led by the chairman,
Peter Roberts, and past-chairman William Ziegler. We were given a
map of the area taken from a 1789 map for comparison, and were
surprised at the ease with which we could follow our progress on the
updated version. Some parts of the Forest, I'm glad to say (and, largely,
of course, due to the Association) haven't changed that much over the
centuries. The walk took in the sustainable Commoners’ cottages at
Anderwood, funded by the Forestry Commission as 'compensation' for
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the loss of Holmsley Lodge, and
we saw the bank which would
have once been topped with 'rails'
– hence Burley Rails ‒ and
learned their significance in
historical terms.
We were also lucky enough to be
accompanied by Brockenhurst
member and fungi expert, Sara
Commoners’ Housing
Cadbury, who was regaled with
questions throughout the walk as there were a large number of 'fruiting
bodies' to be seen. Sadly, also, there were way too many fungi
collectors ‒ quite large groups carting off their brimming bags.
We were then able to enjoy our sausages, burgers and kebabs in the
sunshine! Many thanks to the walk leaders, and the organisers ‒ Geoff
Barnes and Roly Errington ‒ for such an enjoyable event. (More photos on
rear cover)

Georgina Babey

NEW FOREST WALKING FESTIVAL
North Forest Villages Walk: South Charford to Lover
30th October
Graham Baker organised a very different kind of walk experience on
behalf of the Association. The event was NFA's contribution to the
week-long New Forest Walking Festival inspired and marketed by the
National Park Authority. All the walks were advertised as free (or
cheaper) to those arriving by public transport in order to promote
sustainablility.
Following the gale in the small hours of the preceding Monday
morning, and with tree and hedgerow debris crunching underfoot, we
didn't really expect the weather to be kind, but, after an unpromising,
drizzly start the sun came out and warmed us on our way. Three visitors
– Jonathan from Poole, and Peta and Jim on holiday from Hastings –
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plus a small group of members, and the four-strong team of students
from Winchester College who are filming a documentary of
Association events, gathered at
South Charford farm, near
Breamore, for a 10.45am start.
Some arrived by bus, and the
walk ended in Lover, where the
bus returned us to our starting
point.
The walk was seven miles long
and crossed the historic Avon
View across the Avon Valley
Valley, encompassing ancient
farm buildings, a traditional
thatched cob wall and the disused workings of the water meadows. We
travelled through the northern Forest villages of Hale, Woodgreen,
Bohemia and Lover, into ancient
Inclosures, over Forest lawns,
past a Keeper's Cottage and
across heathland. We saw
donkeys, swans in flight, cattle
being managed by members of
one of the Forest's oldest
commoning families and a roof
being thatched in Woodgreen.
Our grateful thanks to Graham
both for his organisation, and his
The riverside scene at Cow Bridge
wise choice of route. This is a
relatively unknown area to walkers, and all the better for the resulting
tranquillity it enjoys.
Georgina Babey

Do you have a favourite walk? Perhaps one that takes you through a piece
of countryside that others may not be familiar with? Could you guide a
group through it, though not necessarily organize the outing? If so, please
contact our Secretary, Mike Chilcott.
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ACTING FOR THE LANDSCAPE
To a large extent the British landscape is a patchwork stitched together
through progressive stages of human intervention. These have been
well-chronicled in W. G. Hoskins’ ‘The Making of the English
Landscape’ (1955) and subsequently by Oliver Rackham’s ‘History of
the Countryside’ (1986). The designations of Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty and the establishment of National Parks fit into this
context. So, too, do the origins of this Association and the various
New Forest Acts which protect this incredibly important tract within the
wider landscape of southern Britain. Together with the Listing of
buildings and the drawing of Conservation Areas, and similar
provisions, they provide the broad background to the recent attempt by
the New Forest National Park Authority, at the instigation of Natural
England, to develop a landscape strategy for the New Forest over the
next 20 years.
Formally adopted at the end of September by the National Park
Authority, the 60 page Landscape Action Plan with its accompanying
181 page Landscape Character Assessment was prepared over 5 years
of discussion among the various authorities within and surrounding the
New Forest, and a series of public consultations in 2010. It is to be
welcomed.
However, when the first Draft was published it was quickly clear that it
was not to everyone’s taste. Some of the earliest responses voiced in
the media represented the strength of the ‘Englishman’s home is his
castle’ mentality, not least where proposals recognised that the built up
areas are part of the Forest’s landscape. For instance, having lost such
a massive proportion of our hedges nationally through large-scale
farming practices over the last sixty years, urban hedges now have a
vital role in both maintaining character and supporting our wildlife.
There were aspects of the Draft about which the Association, along
with other organizations, had concerns. For the Association, it lacked
among other things sufficient emphasis on what makes the Forest
special and the actions needed to maintain and enhance it, and its
international importance within a northern European context. The
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unique features, such as the glade and grove landscapes of the big
pasture woodland complexes, are probably without parallel in Europe.
The adverse impact of the Forestry Commission’s camp-sites within the
Open Forest escaped attention, even though the NPA itself was a party
to the Association’s 2010 Camp Site Baseline Survey requested by the
Verderers which highlighted the problems the sites present. During the
public consultations,
members
of
the
Association
drew
attention to our 2006
report
The
New
Forest Design Plan:
Recovering
Lost
Landscapes.
It is
questionable whether
these reports have had
any bearing on the
document adopted in
A landscape under competing pressures
September.
However, even with its limitations, the document is to be welcomed.
Though it does not carry the force of law, it seeks the ‘moral high
ground’ in offering planning guidance and encouraging good practice
that, if adopted, should help to maintain the New Forest’s character and
ethos. To achieve this, it needs to be widely known, and applied by all
those with responsibility for the Forest. The full report, in its draft
format, can be seen on the website of the New Forest National Park
Authority www.newforestnpa.gov.uk
The final version will appear in due course. It certainly will not be the
last word on the Forest’s landscape, even over the next twenty years.
Hopefully, some of the things conspicuous by their absence will be
worked in as further thought is given, and practical experience sharpens
the issues to be resolved.
Graham Long
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FROM
THE HORSE’S MOUTH
My dam always used to say to me, ‘If
you use bad language, I’ll bite you.’
Did you see that news release the other
day?
‘Pony collides with car.’
Whatever next! We never collide with
anything, ‘cept when something spooks
Image kindly prepared
by Mike Read.
us and we knock into each other getting
All other photos by
away. Cars bump into us when they’re
Graham Long.
going slow. They crash into us when
they’re going fast. But us collide with them? That’s what I call bad
language. Whoever wrote that deserves a good kickin’.
I want you to come with me on a walk along the road from Cadnam to
Fordingbridge so that I can point out some of the things that worry us.
Oh, I know what you’re thinking! You’re thinking that we haven’t got
any brains, aren’t you? Well, let me tell you, we’re not as daft as you
think. It doesn’t take us long to get the measure of you and that’s why I
want you to come with me.
There used to be a great
big sign just inside the
cattle grid at Cadnam
telling you how many of us
you had killed or injured.
We’ve noticed that you’ve
changed it to a small one
with numbers stuck up so
high that you probably
only see it if you’re driving
one of your great big lorries. Well, one of those numbers is my dam. I
stayed with her as long as I could, nearly till they took her away. You
don’t think we feel any emotions, do you? Well, we do, and I don’t
want any more of us having to go through what I went through when
one of you hit her and brought her down.
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I’m told all of us thought it was a
brilliant idea when you put up all
those bright yellow warning
signs. Have you looked at them
lately? Up the road, there’s one
of them, ‘bout where there’s
sheep sometimes, ‘cept you can’t
see it for the bushes growing up
in front of it.
Then there’s the one that’s
turning green. My dam said
she thought it was being left
because it was a drivethrough takeaway for slugs.
But, seriously, couldn’t some
of your volunteers wash ‘em
from time to time?
We really don’t know what to make of those
a bit further on. If you’re going one way, it
says take care of us. If you’re going the
other, there’s just two poles sticking up in
the air. They’ve been like that as long as I
can remember. What message does that
give off?
Caring for us isn’t really
important enough to put the signs back. I
ask you, is it any wonder that drivers go
down that bit like a jack that’s scented a
jenny?
The one round the corner has been
used for target practice. That’s
contempt for the whole idea of
caring for us animals and you’ve let
it stand there like that for years.
16

Don’t get me wrong, I’m not
whinging just for us ponies. We
see the dead cows – and pigs –
and sheep – and donkeys – and
deer – and all the other things
you kill because you’re going too
fast. We see what most of you
never see, the real horror. And
there’s no need for any of it.
Do you mind if we stop here for
a few minutes while I have a bite to eat? The rain has brought on the
grass on the verges a real treat and all that salt stuff you put on the
roads in winter really does make our veggies taste better.
That van whizzing past with the ziz-zag thingies on its back has just
reminded me of something. Only the other day, ‘scorched hide day’
we call it, you chased us all over the place to stuff us full of god knows
what to keep our guts in good order, and fiddle about with our tails.
You’ve put collars on some of us so that you can see us in the dark, and
then you complain if we aren’t facing the right way when you come
along. Why can’t you put some of that ‘see you in the dark’ stuff on
our tails, then it wouldn’t matter which way round we were.
We think, enough’s
enough!

Want to know what
we think?

We think its high time
to improve the view!
Let’s be honest. We do our nibbling best to keep your forest in good
shape. Won’t you do your bit to keep us safe? It isn’t too much to
ask, is it? Well, is it?

KILL YOUR SPEED. DON’T KILL US!
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DAME ALICE LISLE
Someone had placed a bunch of
daffodils on her tomb in Ellingham
churchyard. On the tympanum
above the porch the gilded numerals
of the blue painted sundial glinted in
the early sun, and birdsong filled the
Spring day. A far cry from the
turbulant period of the Civil War
and Monmouth Rebellion of Alice
Lisle’s time. Daughter of Sir White
Beconsawe and his wife Edith of
Moyles Court, church records show
she was baptised at St Mary and All
Saints, Ellingham on September
11th 1617.
The tomb of Dame Alice Lisle and
her daughter Ann beside the church
door at Ellingham.

Her family home at Moyles Court is
a short distance from the church,
and her portrait which used to hang
Photo Graham Long
in the Commoners bar at The Alice
Lisle pub, shows a kindly lady wearing a lace cape fastened with a
brooch. Her reddish hair is partly covered by a veil held in place by an
erect lace comb.
On October 23rd 1636 at Ellingham church, Alice married John Lisle of
Wootton on the Isle of Wight. They had a son and four daughters. Their
son was a Royalist, but John Lisle was to become a firm supporter of
Oliver Cromwell.
He was a Commissioner of the Great Seal, and one of the judges at the
trial of Charles 1st although he did not sign the death warrant. Later
Cromwell created him Viscount Lisle. As with so many families with
divided loyalties, there must have been great sadness within the Lisle
family, Alice’s husband and son being on opposing sides. She was
never reconciled to her husband’s involvement in the King’s trial, and
by her own admission, shut herself in her room and wept bitter tears
when he was executed. At the Restoration in 1660 John Lisle was
18

branded a regicide and fled to Lausanne in Switzerland where he was
assassinated on his way to church in 1664.
Alice returned to Moyles Court with her family where she lived quietly
during Charles 2nd’s long reign. She bore the stigma of being known
by Royalists as “Mrs Lisle, the regicide’s wife,” and was resented for
her religious non conformity. Her husband’s connection with Cromwell
and the King’s death was the first incident of several which would
eventually lead to her downfall.
Charles 2nd died in 1685 and was succeeded by his brother James 2nd.
The Duke of Monmouth, Charles 2nd’s illegitimate son, contested the
succession, raised an army, and so began the shortlived Monmouth
Rebellion. After the Battle of Sedgemoor a messenger named Dunne,
one time stable boy at Moyles Court, visited Alice requesting shelter
for John Hicks, a non conformist preacher known to her. Under the
Clarendon Code non conformist ministers were forbidden to practise
their religion, but Alice was sympathetic to their cause.
Whether she was aware Hicks
had come from Sedgemoor, or
that he was bringing a
companion is a matter for
conjecture. The fact was she
agreed to shelter him. He arrived
a few days later together with
Dunne the guide, and Richard
Nelthorpe, a lawyer. Nelthorpe
proved to be a dangerous guest.
He was outlawed for his part in
The Concealment of the Fugitives
the Rye House Plot of 1683, a
by Alice Lisle
failed scheme to ambush and
Edward Matthew Ward R.A. 1858
assassinate Charles 2nd and the
In the collection of Sheffield Museum
Copyright acknowledged
Duke of York, later James 2nd.
Nelthorpe fled to the Continent,
returning to take part in the Rebellion.
Information about two fugitives from Sedgemoor heading for Moyles
Court reached Col. Thomas Penruddocke of the Wiltshire militia. On
19

the morning of July 29th his troops surrounded the house. Hicks and
Dunne were found hiding in the malthouse, and Nelthorpe inside the
house in a chimney hole. After the troops ransacked the house, Alice
and the three men were taken to Fisherton jail in Salisbury. Col
Penruddocke’s father had been a member of The Sealed Knot and
instigator of the unsuccessful Penruddocke Rising of 1655. John Lisle
was reported to have been one of the
five judges at his trial. Penruddocke
senior was duly executed.

The portrait of a much younger
Alice Lisle currently displayed by
the servery in The Alice Lisle pub.
Reputedly from another work by
Edward Matthew Ward R.A.
Reproduced by kind permission of
the The Alice Lisle management.

On August 27th 1685 in the Great
Hall at Winchester Castle, Alice was
brought before Judge Jeffreys. Her
trial was the first of the Bloody
Assize, and Jeffreys had resolved to
make an example of her. Convicting
a lady of her position would act as a
deterrent to dissenters, and a guilty
verdict was required.

As the law did not permit those
charged with treason to be
represented by counsel, Alice
defended herself. Elderly and hard of
hearing, she was permitted to have a
friend stand nearby in order not to
miss what was said in court. Throughout the trial Alice maintained she
did not know Nelthorpe, and categorically stated she would not have
put herself or her family at risk defending a stranger. She had only
agreed to shelter Hicks whom she believed to be a religious refugee
rather than a rebel. She also made the valid point that as neither man
had been charged she should not be convicted. Sending her to the Bar
before their conviction was a serious miscarriage of justice.
Until the Treason Act of 1945, prosecutors were required to produce a
second witness in a treason trial. There is no proof this was done. Three
times the jury returned a verdict of not guilty, until, so intimidated by
Jeffreys who threatened them with attaint by jury, they eventually
returned a verdict of guilty of high treason. By law women convicted of
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treason were burnt at the stake. The clergy intervened, and James 2nd
“graciously” allowed her execution to be changed to that of beheading.
Alice Lisle spent her last night at the Eclipse Inn in Market Street,
Winchester. An ancient timbered building with latticed bay windows
overlooking the street, it seems little changed since her time there.
Through the years there have been sightings of “a lady in grey” near the
room where she was held. A scaffold was erected outside the inn, and
she walked onto it from an upstairs window. She was beheaded on
September 2nd. 1685. A stone tablet in the wall of the city museum
marks the site of her execution. As a final act of spite, Jeffreys released
the head and body to her relatives on separate days.
In her letter from the scaffold, Alice forgave Col. Penruddocke who
apparently told her he could have intercepted the men before they
reached Moyles Court. Did he deliberately allow her to be implicated in
revenge for his father’s death? Another unanswered question is how
Nelthorpe, the most wanted man, found his way into the chimney hole
unless he was deliberately hidden there. It would have been more
acceptable had he been with Hicks and Dunne in the malthouse.
Whether Alice knew more than she was prepared to admit we shall
never know, but the fact remains that her trial ended in judicial murder.
When William and Mary came to the throne in 1688, two of Alice’s
daughters petitioned them successfully. The conviction of Dame Alice
Lisle of Moyles Court was annulled.
Anne Biffin
A DETERRENT TO DISSENTERS?
Actually, no. Within ten years, dissenters had purchased the site of what is
now the United Reformed Church in Fordingbridge to erect a Meeting House,
large gatherings having been meeting in the area from as early as 1662, and
possibly earlier. Some of these were led by the Revd Robert Whitaker who had
married one of Alice Lisle’s daughters in 1672 and at about the same time set up
a Dissenting Academy to provide education for nonconformists seeking to enter
the ministry to whom the universities were closed. It seems that he was
dismissed from the Church of England in 1679 and ministered to the
congregations in Fordingbridge and Ringwood. His son James served at
Ringwood between 1715 and 1727, probably covering Fordingbridge as well for
at least part of that time.
Graham Long
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A FINE MEMORIAL
Trafalgar House, a grateful nation’s gift to Admiral Horatio Nelson,
stands to the north of Downton, looking into the Avon Valley. At the
foot of the estate, almost on the
river bank, is an ancient chapel
surrounded by Nelson family
graves. Closed for over 60 years,
it
holds
a
magnificent
Penruddocke family memorial to
Joane, the 3rd daughter of
Colonel John Penruddock whose
execution for rebellion in 1655 during the Commonwealth may well
have been a factor in his son Thomas’ willingness to be involved in the
arrest of Dame Alice Lisle.
Colonel Thomas Penruddocke was
only 7 when his father was killed. He
inherited the estate at the age of 16 on
the death of his older brother George
in 1664. He studied at Magdalen
College, Oxford and in 1672 married
Frances Hanhan of Iverne Courtney,
Dorset with whom he had nine
children. He served twice as M.P. for
Wilton, in 1679 and again in 1689
when he was a member of the socalled Convention Parliament that
passed the Bill of Rights that enabled
the invitation to be extended to
William and Mary to take the throne of
James 2nd. It appears that he died soon afterwards.
Trying to assess the motives of characters in history is fraught with
imponderables. The story of Thomas Penruddocke provides much to
ponder on.
Graham Long
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Pause for thought
at Burley Rails Cottage,

A well-deserved lunch
after an excellent and informative walk.

MEMBERSHIP RATES FOR 2013
Minimum Subscription Rates
Ordinary member—payment by Bankers Order—£15 pa
(Ordinary member—payment by cheque—£17 pa)
Joint member £25 (£29) Junior member £7.50 (£8.50)
Life member £300
Please consider paying by Bankers Order
and, wherever possible, completing a Gift Aid Declaration

For Bankers Order forms, please contact

Juliet Lynn
NFA Membership and Accounts
14 Shrubbs Avenue, Lymington, SO41 9DJ
To download an application form
please visit www.newforestassociation.org

Published by the New Forest Association
Founded 1867 and Registered Charity No. 260328.
Opinions expressed in the NFA newsletter
are not necessarily those of the New Forest Association.
Contributions for the Spring 2014 issue
should be sent via email to the Editor at grahamlong@waitrose.com
Deadline: 31st January 2014.
24

