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A PLEA
FROM OUR CHAIRMAN 

John Ward
 
For many years we have 
campaigned against threats 
to the New Forest. Today it 
is the New Forest Associa-
tion itself whose future is 
threatened.

In order for the NFA to survive, to flourish and to meet its objectives, we 
urgently need some more people at its heart who are willing to put in a little 
time and use their experience and skills. Please can you spare a few hours 
a month - or even less - to keep the NFA at the centre of the Forest? (The 
magic of IT has made all these tasks much easier!) Insidious changes still 
threaten the Forest we know and love every day - the NFA needs to be alive 
and well-prepared to deal with them.
 

Please take a minute to read the needs outlined below and to think about 
what YOU personally can contribute to protect our Forest. Then email me 
at chairman@newforestassociation.org to offer your help in some way. 
Thank you.
 

Do you have ideas on publicity and how the NFA should be spreading 
the word? We have a steadily declining membership and low public 
visibility. Could you help us to discover how we reverse this and be part of 
the action to keep the NFA in the public eye through the media? Estimated 
time per month: 10 hours.
 

Do you like to see things running well? The Council and the Management 
Committee meet in alternate months to ensure that the NFA’s work 
continues and that it makes an impact on what happens to our Forest. 
Could you ensure that both these groups function smoothly by organising 
the meetings and co-ordinating what is going on in the NFA? Estimated 
time per month: 6 - 8 hours. 
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Are you happy working on your computer? Could you, in co-operation 
with the Chairman and the Secretary, prepare the monthly agendas and 
take straightforward minutes to record what the Council and Management 
Committee have agreed? Estimated time per month: 6 hours including 
attendance at monthly meetings.
 

Have you got a designer’s eye? Could you enjoy helping to produce the 
Newsletter three times a year? Former editor Graham Long, will continue 
to give support but we need someone to edit and produce it  – planning the 
design and layout with desktop publishing software and getting it ready for 
the printers. Estimated time every four months: 8-10 hours.
 

We also need to design and create other printed material such as membership 
recruitment leaflets and display banners. Do you have the graphic design 
skills to improve our image and create this material ready for print?
 

Are you a good organiser? The NFA has stands at 3 to 4 local shows each 
year, including the New Forest Show. This year we also appeared at the 
Frogham and Romsey Shows. A small team runs these. Could you help to 
plan the volunteer staffing, liaise with others about the displays and make 
sure they happen? Estimated total time per year: Planning 6 to 8 hours. 
Attendance at shows 3 to 6 days.
 
Do you mutter to yourself when you read about planning developments 
in the Forest? Will you help us to keep a watchful eye on what is happening 
and to comment when appropriate? The NFA Planning Committee meets 
monthly and needs your help. Could you draft comments for the Committee 
to submit when necessary? Estimated time per month: 3-4 hours. 

“Insidious changes still threaten the 
Forest we know and love every day - the 

NFA needs to be alive and 
well-prepared to deal with them.”
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NFA SUPPORT ASSISTS DECISION
TO REMOVE NEW FOREST PYLONS

Working through the Campaign for National Parks, the 
NFA has been instrumental in advising the conservation 
advisory group chaired by Chris Baines to include the 
pylons at Hale in the four projects nationally that have 
been selected for removal as part of a National Grid 
scheme to improve the landscape in National Parks and 
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The scheme will 
involve some disruption while the work of burying the 
cables is being done but the view across the landscape 
will be hugely enhanced.
 
The work is part of a £500 million national project of 
landscape restoration planned by the National Grid.

Photo: Peter Roberts
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NEW FOREST
SECONDARY SCHOOLS CONFERENCE

by Bob Morris

The New Forest Association joined with the NFNPA and the New Forest 
Centre in organising a conference on the Forest and its future. It was held at 
Brockenhurst Village Hall on Friday 10 July 2015. In addition to financial 
support, four members of Council participated in the proceedings. They 
were Keith Howe, Dionis Macnair, Bob Morris and Leo Randall. Students 
from four schools, three from within the Forest and one from Southampton, 
attended. The schools were The Burgate School, Hounsdown School, 
Regents Park Community College and Ringwood School.
 

After registration, fifty students participated in a number of self-led activities 
before taking part in active workshops on the special qualities of the Forest 
and issues that threaten its future. In the afternoon the students made 
presentations to the whole group featuring the issues that they felt to be of 
importance. The students worked hard with enthusiasm throughout the day. 

The Conference was opened with an introduction by the New Forest 
Association and then it separated  into workshops on the theme of ‘What’s 
special about the Forest?’ There were four running concurrently: Wildlife in 
the New Forest, The Commoning Year, The future of Forestry and Woodland 
Management. After a short lunch break, under the theme of People: Friends 
or Foes? there were four more workshops on the subject of The Dangers 
of Litter, Animal Accidents, Climate Change and Local to Global: How can 
you help?
 

Each school had to prepare a presentation on a topic of their choice to give to 
the whole conference. These were the most exciting part of the day with every 
student having to contribute to their school’s presentation. It demonstrated 
that they had learned from the experience.
 

The subsequent feedback from students was most positive. One student 
commented “The best part of the day was talking to the lady commoner”. 
Others were “pleased to learn so much about the Forest” and significantly 
remarked that they were never bored. There is no doubt that those who 
attended will look on the New Forest and its future in a new, more positive 
light. The contribution and participation of the NFA was very much 
appreciated. 
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OUR FOREST PONIES 
‒ some history 

and suggestions for improving the stock 
by Dionis Macnair 

All through the agricultural depression of the 1930s and after WW2, the 
ponies, unlike cattle, did well. The Pony Club was founded. Families were 
returning from serving the Empire, used to horse sports. Media interest 
in equine events was extensive, and cowboy films and pony books were 
complemented by increasing TV coverage.
 

The fact that the Equestrian section of the Olympics was the only one where 
women could compete with men on equal terms helped a lot. Pat Smythe, 
Dawn Palethorpe, and Annelli Drummond Hay were household names and 
role models, but so were the glamorous Italian Danzeo brothers and Gordon 
Richards.
 

Europe began to recover and there was an export boom as children wanted 
ponies. Many small riding schools run by people connected with horses all 
their lives flourished on the labour supplied by local children, who came and 
got the ponies in from the fields, bareback with just a halter.
 

They led the beginners, brushed, and tacked-up the ponies in exchange for 
a free ride and tuition. They came partly for the social interaction with other 
kids, and because there was not much other occupation; these schools were 
virtually regarded as farm diversification.
 

Unfortunately, they were seen to be doing rather well, so people who had 
no knowledge of riding or animal husbandry and welfare, moved in with 
overworked, underfed ponies. There were a number of accidents due to 
ignorance. Bureaucrats moved in with licensing, councils started charging 
commercial rates, the ‘no claim, no fee, no fault’ culture sent insurance 
rocketing, and land prices, rents, and feed prices all escalated. Children 
having to be paid, Health & Safety, farrier regulation, all meant huge price 
rises which killed most small riding schools, whilst the remainder had to 
improve their facilities to justify them. The media cut Equestrian reporting 
right back as many more much cheaper sports and other entertainment became 
available. The importing countries were breeding their own replacements, so 
suddenly, there was vast overproduction.
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The Commoners introduced the Stallion Scheme, cutting the number of 
stallions turned out from 99 to 35, and limiting the time. This was always 
seen as a short-term solution because of the restriction of blood lines. 
Everyone hoped that ponies and their condition on the Forest would improve 
and make them more marketable.
 

The standards did improve enormously, but the market didn’t. Unfortunately 
some dealers felt that the way to keep their income up was to sell more 

and more for less and less. This did 
not work and led to fly grazing and 
dumping of unsaleable animals.
 

The National Pony Society started 
competitions with no age limit on the 
rider. These encouraged people to buy 
our native ponies as versatile, cheap 
to keep ponies for all the family. 
Unfortunately, they encouraged the 
very big, sometimes over-height, 
extravagant mover, not suitable to live 

on its native heath; in fact a homogenous small sports horse at the expense 
of individual breed type — those lucky enough to have the breeding needed 
a good mother who could rear it, someone to handle and break it to a high 
standard, and an owner who could afford the considerable expense of taking 
it all around the country for no prize money. Only a tiny number of those 
are needed for a healthy breed. Regrettably the best child riders were told, 
‘Ponies are clever, they do the work for you. If you are to compete as an 
adult you must change to a horse when you are about 13.’
 

Dealers went abroad and bought, very cheap, those horses thrown out by the 
continentals. With no border controls, many brought disease with them to 
an island population with no natural immunity. They all just further reduced 
their price.
 

A pony generation is eight years. With less than one stallion per 30 mares, all 
genetic variety is lost in five generations. The scheme has now been running 
for nearly two generations. This loss makes the breed too specialised and 
unable to adapt to changing conditions. Conditions always change. At the 
moment, only 10 stallions are turned out for one month, whilst the number of 
mares on the Forest has escalated. Alas, they are not registered New Forest.

A foal at Fritham 
Photo: Graham Long
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The change in rural payments subsidy has excluded the small man who is 
not occupying enough land to qualify for support, and encouraged far too 
many bought-in ponies in the hope the next payment will be allocated on the 
number turned out in 2015.
We need a more useful child’s pony 
The only real market of geldings will be as ordinary children’s ponies, 
gymkhana, Pony Club, riding school ponies, and for this we need to change 
our point system. We need to protect our reputation for animals with a good 
temperament by introducing a high mark for it, which will also reward the 
best, and at least make owners take more trouble before presenting their 
ponies. With experience, it is possible to judge temperament when only 
seeing the pony for a few minutes. Ponies are judged on a number of points, 
for example, width. These can and do improve at different rates, so they 
should not be included until a pony is inspected at five years old.
 

Vets making an assessment are asked to consider eight points but to make a 
final judgement on only five and these do not include the feet. In consequence, 
a pony can score high for back and front points but actually be ‘two different 
ponies’. The system would be improved if the top-line mark was renamed 
‘overall balance’.
 

Overall a less show orientated more average and useful, child’s pony needs 
to be bred and marketed.  

Frohawk Walk 
— July 2015 

The highlight of the 2015 Frohawk Walk, 
led by the great entomologist’s biographer, 
Dr June Chatfield, on which members of 
the Association were joined by members 
of the New Forest Study Group, was the 
immediate pairing of the dark green variety 
(valezina) of the Silver-washed Fritillary (Argynnis paphia) with the normal 
golden-brown form. We had just caught sight of valezina when, apparently 
without any courtship at all, she paired and we were able to watch them for 
several minutes as they moved from branch to branch, and adopted a series of 
different postures. It’s always a treat to see a valezina but this moment was one 
of those that butterfly experts long for—and perhaps never see. A real treat on 
an otherwise rather unspectacular day. 

Graham Long 
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WHAT MAKES THE NEW FOREST 
IMPORTANT FOR REPTILES? 

by Martin Noble
 

The U.K. is rather poorly off for reptiles when compared with the rest of 
Europe. Certainly the climate plays a major part although northern France 
has a rather similar range of temperatures to southern England yet it can 
boast at least eleven native species of reptiles as opposed to our six.
 

Situated as it is in the extreme south of England, the New Forest is one of the 
best places to see all of our six species. Of the wide range of habitats found 
in the Forest, the dry heathlands are the best places to see our rarest species 
but the commoner ones are more widespread and some of them can even be 
found in gardens within the Forest. Of the six native species of reptile, three 
of them are snakes. In this article we will look in some detail at these three 
species.
 

Grass Snake (Natrix natrix) 
In the New Forest, this is our commonest snake although not necessarily the 
easiest to find. Although widely distributed throughout the heaths and open 
woodlands it is also often found in domestic gardens. In fact it is the only 
one of our reptiles which depends at least in part on human activities in the 
form of artificial ponds and compost heaps.
 

Both sexes seek out food sources in the late spring and summer and any ponds 
containing amphibians or fish may be visited regularly by foraging snakes. 
Their favourite food appears to be our Common Frog (Rana temporaria) 

although the Common Toad (Bufo 
bufo) is also often taken and is 
probably easier to catch. In addition 
they will take newts and even fish or 
small mammals if amphibians are not 
available.

 

Mating takes place in the early spring 
and I have occasionally seen the so 

called “mating ball” where a single female is courted by many males. This 
is a period of brief but intense activity, presumably resulting in the strongest 
male achieving a successful mating. In mid to late summer the adult females 
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search for sites in which to lay their eggs. Large females can lay up to around 
40 eggs each year and they need places where decaying vegetation provides 
regular moisture and additional heat to speed up the development of the 
embryos. Some of these sites can be found in natural locations in the Forest 
but more usually large compost heaps such as found on farms, horse keeping 
establishments and some gardens are used. Often the same site is used year 
after year. The eggs usually hatch some time in August and the young start to 
disperse immediately although some may remain in the compost heap until 
the following spring.
 

The Grass Snake is the largest of our three species and they continue to grow 
throughout their lives. When adult, females are significantly larger than males 
and often grow to over 1 metre in length while the male seldom exceeds c.75 
cm. However, some enormous specimens have been recorded. One found in 
the New Forest was stated by the author Malcolm Smith to have measured 
170 cm. This was many years ago and nothing even approaching that size 
has been reported in recent years.
 

Grass Snakes can be easily recognised by the white or yellow collar they 
have at the rear of the head, although I have seen a few old specimens where 
the collar was completely absent. The body colour is usually grey-green or 
brown with black markings.
 

They are always extremely alert and quick to disappear into cover when 
disturbed. In fact they are the fastest moving of all our three snakes. Unlike 
Adders they do not have a venomous bite but rely on their speed to escape 
danger. If caught they have a trick up their sleeves in the form of a foul-
smelling liquid which they can eject at will from their cloaca (the external 
rear opening). This can be an effective deterrent to many potential predators. 
I can still recall the first Grass Snake I caught in the Forest, over 60 years 
ago, and how I thought I would never get rid of the smell on my hands and 
clothing. It hung around for days, much to my mother’s annoyance.
 

Smooth Snake (Coronella austriaca) 
This is by far the rarest of our three native snakes, principally because its 
habitat in this country (mature dry southern heathlands) is restricted to the 
Counties of Dorset, Hampshire and Surrey. Within the best quality habitats 
it is not so rare but it is extremely secretive and seldom seen.
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In the New Forest Smooth Snakes can be found on almost all the dry heaths, 
although the practice of burning such habitats by the Forestry Commission 
limits their potential numbers. Sadly, countless reptiles are killed every year 
in the interests of “maintaining” the “favourable condition” of the heathlands.
 

Smooth Snakes are specialist feeders on lizards, principally the Common 
Lizard which shares the same habitat. For a snake which spends most of 
its time quietly resting under 
cover, it can be extremely 
active in the vicinity of a lizard 
and will move like lightening 
when in close pursuit of its 
prey.
 

Unlike most species of reptiles, 
the female Smooth Snake 
gives birth to live young. 
She retains the developing 
embryos in her oviduct, still 
within their individual egg sacs, until foetal development is complete. This of 
course takes much longer than when laying eggs and the whole development 
process often is not completed until early September when the young, which 
are tiny replicas of their parents, are born.
 

In colour Smooth Snakes tend to resemble the old heather stems amongst 
which they often live. The grey or brown body colour is flecked with regular 
darker markings, in all making them very difficult to see. They are the 
smallest of our snake species with females growing up to c.60 cm and males 
c.50 cm.
 

It has been suggested that the Smooth Snake was possibly a lot rarer in days 
gone by. This is based on the fact that the first actual specimen recorded 
was not until 1859, found on heathland near Bournemouth. Brusher Mills 
(1840 – 1905) who spent much of his life catching snakes in the New Forest 
apparently seldom saw them.
 

Adder (Vipera berus) 
The Adder is surely the easiest of our snakes to recognise. Almost all 
specimens have a broad zigzag line running the length of their body, black 
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in the case of males and dark brown in females. There are of course some 
occasional variations, the main one being in specimens which are completely 
black but even then a faint trace of the zigzag often remains.
 

Adders are not only easily recognisable but also relatively easy to see. As 
Adders possess a venomous bite they can afford to spend more time out in 
the open, in the likelihood that most predators will not bother them. The 
main exception to this is the Common Buzzard (Buteo buteo) which is 
occasionally seen carrying snakes and appears to be able to avoid the risk of 
getting bitten.
 

Adders are not large snakes. Typically a female could reach c.60 cm and 
males c.50 cm, although many are much smaller. Like Smooth Snakes, they 

give birth to live young, with 
the embryonic sac breaking 
open at the point of birth. 
Young are generally born in 
late August or early September 
and become immediately 
independent. The mother plays 
no part in rearing her young 
other than choosing a site 
where there is a plentiful food 
supply. Adult Adders feed 

almost exclusively on warm-blooded prey, principally small mammals and 
birds. I once saw a male Adder prospecting along the edge of a Forest ride 
when it found the nest of a Wood Warbler buried in the vegetation. It was a 
nest that I had found a few days earlier and was keeping an eye on, so I was 
torn between protecting the birds or allowing nature to take its course. In the 
end, in the interests of science, I did nothing and as I watched, one-by-one 
the snake ate every one of the five defenceless young in the nest.
 

Nationally Adders are becoming increasingly rare. The reasons for this are 
probably complex but loss of habitat and increased predation caused by a 
burgeoning buzzard population are cited as being two of the main causes. 
Sadly some loss of habitat is created by inappropriate management of nature 
reserves where we might expect reptiles to be protected. This usually takes 
the form of scrub clearance and grazing by large herbivores, in the interests 
of promoting other taxonomic groups such as plants and butterflies. 
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ONCE BITTEN, TWICE CURIOUS ‒ 
AND ONCE BITTEN, NOW VERY CAUTIOUS

 
Despite being our only venous snake, human fatalities from Adder bites 
are now extremely rare. However, in most years there are a few cases 
of people being bitten, and more frequently dogs. One of my own dogs 
was bitten a few years ago, twice by the same snake. The little terrier, 
having been bitten once, went back for a second look and got a second 
bite, first on the muzzle and the other on the neck. After treatment she 
made a complete recovery.
 
I was bitten myself many years ago while handling a large female. The 
bite was on my thumb and the initial feeling was of a sharp intense pain 
such as you could get by jabbing yourself with a needle, which of course 
is effectively what had happened. By the time I got back to my vehicle 
I could feel a dull ache on the inside of my elbow and in my arm-pit. 
This continued but was not too uncomfortable and was accompanied 
by a gradually swelling of my hand and lower arm. By the time I got 
to hospital my fingers looked rather like a bunch of sausages stuck on 
my hand. The treatment I received was a bit haphazard with none of the 
doctors appearing to know what to do. Eventually one of the hospital 
staff found a text book which apparently gave details of the correct 
treatment, which consisted of a combination of injections of penicillin 
to counteract any risk of infection, an anti-tetanus injection and finally 
a cortisone injection to counteract the actual poison. After this they sent 
me home and I slept the rest of the day. The next day the entire arm had 
turned black and was extremely painful to touch. The swelling went 
down after a week or so; the internal bleeding eventually dispersed and 
things returned to normal. I am a lot more careful now when handling 
venomous snakes and I would hope that our local hospitals are now 
more practised at dealing with snake bites. 

Martin Noble 
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SIKA 
By John K Fawcett 

‘Sika deer’ is tautology because ‘sika’ means ‘deer’ in Japan, whence our 
species came. Introduced to Britain around 1860, the New Forest stock of 
about one hundred derives from two stags and two hinds escaping from pens 
in the Beaulieu Estate in 1904-05.
 
While sika vary greatly in size in different locations, those in the New Forest 
are virtually as big as fallow but distinguished from them by the stags having 
antlers shaped more like those of red deer, with which sika share a common 
genus and unfortunately can interbreed. Antlers with more than four points on 
each side are reported to be uncommon elsewhere but stags here sometimes 
achieve a total of fourteen or even 
seventeen points. The summer coat 
confuses with fallow deer but the 
10cm tail is only half as long as the 
fallow’s; winter coat is dark grey 
in hinds but chocolate brown in 
stags – such sexual dimorphism of 
pelage being unique among deer in 
Britain.
 
Foresters regard sika as a serious 
pest: added to the perceived sins of 
other deer, they bole-score, digging 
deep vertical grooves into tree 
trunks with their antlers. But some 
Forestry Commission tolerance in 
the New Forest has two origins. Even if desired, local eradication would 
be impossible while stalking the species is remunerative in the adjacent 
Beaulieu Estate. Secondly, our sika are probably the genetically purest in 
Britain and hybridisation with red deer would be more likely if population 
density of either were lower. This may seem counter-intuitive until one 
thinks about choices available to individual deer.
 
Not all biological hybrids are fertile but those between sika and red deer are. 
First generation hybrids then back-cross readily with either species, thereby 

Mature stag in winter coat
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hazarding the genetic integrity of both. So the Forestry Commission is to be 
commended for a successful policy ‒ so far ‒ to avoid further hybridisation 
of the relatively pure sika and the already highly impure red deer described 
in the previous article in this series. The railway that crosses the southern 
Forest is used as a boundary separating sika to the southeast and red deer to 
the north – though not an impermeable barrier because of over- and under-
passes. Deer that stray are shot during legally permitted seasons. In practice, 

it is sika stags that most commonly 
wander north near the Forest’s eastern 
edge, and it is sika stags that are most 
likely to inter-breed if they encounter 
red hinds in the absence of their own. 
So management should concentrate 
more on limiting population 
distribution than on density.
 
Habitats 
Until recent years the New Forest’s 
sika gathered most of the year within 
a favourable habitat centred around 
Frame Heath and Hawkhill Inclosures. 
Failure of joined-up thinking led to a 
Forest Design Plan for that area that 
ignored sika behaviour, although 
some unfavourable changes would 
have happened anyway. So the habits 
of this species altered, with the hinds 

and especially stags dispersing more 
widely. Furthermore there are predictable interchanges between the Forest 
and adjacent Beaulieu Estate and Roydon Woods. So there is imperative 
need for the Forestry Commission, Beaulieu Estate, and Hampshire and 
Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust to agree a joint sika management policy – and 
practice!
 
‘Deer management’ should encompass functions as diverse as habitat 
cultivation and fencing, but often evokes only population control. Most 
deer would proliferate unacceptably here but for mankind – their only 
surviving predator since we exterminated all others in Britain; if we didn’t 

Hind in summer coat
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limit populations, shortage of resources would. It would be unacceptable 
to permit populations to rise to levels causing mass starvation, though a 
previous article revealed an exceptional situation: New Forest roe deer do 
not require deliberate intervention; instead of mass starvation, twin births 
which are the norm for this species elsewhere are replaced by singletons 
here.
 

Sometimes population density may be deemed ‘unacceptable’ because of 
human self-interests: this is justified to enhance our own food supply but 
judgements vary on other self-interests. Human predation for meat is a 
better reason for shooting deer than because they cause inconvenience. As 
was explained in the second article in this series, there are good reasons for 
eating venison, promoting one’s physical and ‘spiritual’ health.
 

Deer shooting is subject 
to demanding standards, 
some of which are 
enshrined in legislation. 
For example, female 
deer may not be shot 
between 1 April and 31 
October because they 
may have dependent 
young: the unique 
exception of muntjac, 
breeding in all seasons, 
will be explained in the 
next article. The males of 

most species may not be shot between 1 May and 31 July (1 November and 
31 March for roe), when antlers are growing.
 

Habits 
Sika are generally described as grazers but really they are opportunistic, in 
the New Forest browsing more on broadleaf and coniferous trees than fallow 
deer do, especially in winter.
 

The habits of sika vary with the habitat occupied. Generally they are slightly 
less gregarious than fallow but grouping follows similar seasonal patterns, 
with larger gatherings in late winter and spring. 

A typical group of three hinds
and a calf
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Basically the sexes remain separated most of the year, as with red and fallow 
deer, but segregation often breaks down. Whereas mature males usually 
form bachelor parties, there are separate groups of a hind with calf, or of up 
to six hinds, calves and young stags, or even more. Stags seek the hinds in a 
rut more prolonged than in other species, encompassing most of September 
to November. Single calves are born in late May and June, but sometimes as 
late as October. Most antlers are cast in the second half of March and April 
and the replacements cleaned 
of velvet in the second half of 
August, with old stags casting 
and cleaning before younger 
ones.
 

It is the rut that most attracts 
deer watchers, photographers 
and sound recordists. Visitors 
to the rut are entertained with 
the eerie, spine-chilling, shrill 
whistles of stags, audible nearly 
a kilometre away and incomparably different from a red stag’s roar, a fallow 
buck’s belching ‘groan’ or a roe or muntjac buck’s bark. It is an experience 
just before dusk or after dawn that all should seek, while avoiding causing 
disturbance.
 

Outside the rut, sika are more vocal than other deer, particularly with alarm 
barks. Stephen Smith analysed different circumstances in which squeal, 
moan, gurgle, yak-yak, wail, bleat or scream occur. He has closely studied 
this species, as well as other deer here, since 1978, observing, recording and 
interpreting several days each week. This provides one of similar examples 
of detailed knowledge of deer species in the New Forest available for their 
wise management, a subject to be discussed in future articles. 

Calf about ten days old

GETTING THE TERMS RIGHT 
Conventional usage is 

for Red Deer and Sika use Stag, Hind and Calf 
for Fallow Deer and Muntjac use Buck, Doe and Fawn 

for Roe Deer use Buck, Doe and Kid
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LOST COUNTRY HOUSES 
Hincheslea Lodge 

by Graham Baker
 

The Hincheslea estate occupies around 90 acres of a spur of land on the 
Burley road out of Brockenhurst. It is one of four local Saxon manors 
mentioned in the Domesday Survey of 1086 and was apparently taken into 
William’s Nova Foresta. It had been enclosed once more by the early 14th 
century by one Nicholas de Cantertone and it thereafter followed the descent 
of Canterton until the 17th century. In the early 19th century Admiral Thomas 
Wolley laid out the park and built a substantial house. Not long after, it was 
enlarged to eighteen bedrooms by Charles Shreiber. Little changed within 
the estate until 1978 when our story begins.
 
One September night that year, a pet cat pushed open a bedroom door, 
woke the sleeping house owners and alerted them to the fact the house was 
ablaze. Sixty-five firefighters 
rushed to the scene from all over 
the Forest but were hampered in 
their efforts to save the building 
by lack of water and it was so 
badly damaged that it needed to 
be demolished. The family, who 
had only moved in six months 
earlier were restoring part of 
the house at the time and it is 
believed a workman’s discarded 
cigarette had started the blaze. As insufficient funds existed for a rebuild, 
the ruins and six acres were sold and the family moved to a farm cottage on 
the estate.
 
By 1992, the site was owned by Anna and Pierre Rostand who forsook their 
home on the North Solent shore, acquired the site and, having flirted with 
the idea of a French chateau, decided to build a log cabin. Switzerland and 
Norway were visited, but “musical box” designs were rejected in favour of 
a more robust New World style. An American specialist was found, pine 
was cut in the Rocky Mountains, the house was assembled, labelled, and 
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dismantled in Montana, and shipped in seven containers to Brockenhurst. It 
was rebuilt on the site of the original Hincheslea Lodge. The couple’s stay 
in the dwelling was short and in 1993 it was on the market for £1.2 million. 
Certainly it looked odd, so incongruous that I found it impossible not to 
climb up the boundary fence and stare at it for some minutes every time I 
walked through Hincheslea Wood.
 
It was later bought by show business impressario Philip Macintyre who, on 
6 December 2002, was overseas while workmen carried out improvements. 
On the same day, the owner of the neighbouring farm, (and previous occupant 
of the original house), lit a bonfire and went about her business. Smoke rose 
throughout the afternoon in increasing volume and, as dusk approached, she 

considered the bonfire was out of 
control and called the brigade. Only 
then was it realised that the source 
of the smoke was the luxury log 
cabin. Eight engines attended but 
the delay was critical and despite 
draining the swimming pool the 
house was totally destroyed.
 
In 2002 the site was bought for £2.5 

million by property developer Tony Sinclair. His first attempt at satisfying 
the planners in 2006 with a replacement house reflected his Sandbanks 
background. The design had a split roof and was largely made of glass. 
Planning permission was refused and the appeal dismissed; the inspector 
considering the design alien to its surroundings.
 
Discussions then began with the planning department of the newly created 
National Park Authority to find an acceptable design and they deserve much 
of the credit for the fine house approved in 2007. At 20,000 sq. metres, the 
house is around half the size of the original, has six bedroom suites, a grand 
staircase and enormous kitchen. It was re-orientated to allow both the fine 
views of the heathland to the east and views of gardens and newly created 
lake to the west.
 
The house with its six acres was marketed at £8 million pounds in 2010 and 
has recently changed hands again.
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BOOK REVIEWS 
Saving Open Spaces 

by Kate Ashbrook 
Available from the Open Spaces Society, 

25a Bell Street, Henley-on-Thames, RG29 2BA.  £5 including p&p.
 

Pitkin has produced a delightful booklet, well illustrated, showing something 
of the Open Spaces Society’s 150 year history. Kate Ashbrook, the author, well 
known in conservation circles not only for her 31 years as general secretary of 
the Society but also as a former chairman of the Council for National Parks has 
produced a concise and well told account of the work.
 

Starting out as a pressure group to protect the commons around London, the 
campaign grew to cover England and Wales and encompass footpaths, forests 
and open spaces in general. Its work has led to some 
of the most important ‘open spaces’ legislation this 
country has, ensuring the survival and access of many 
vital recreation areas. Naturally it played a major part in 
providing information and evidence prior to the National 
Parks Act of 1949. Kate is hard hitting about failures of 
government to keep its promises: “Thus he [environment 
minister, David Trippier] smashed to pieces the forum’s 
hard-won consensus and gave in to the grouse-moor 
lobby.” She is equally clear about failings of her own 

Illustrations & Photographs 
Hincheslea House by James Chalmers 1852 
by courtesy of New Forest Museum. 
Log Cabin Burning 
from the The History of Fire-fighting in Fordingbridge by Peter White. 
Hincheslea House from Cluttons Estate Agents brochure.
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organisation which at times was ‘legalistic and cautious’. 

We are reminded that not only did it achieve legislation in the 19th century 
which saved many commons but that in 1895 it gave birth to the National Trust. 
The three founders of the latter, Octavia Hill, Hardwicke Rawnsley and Robert 
Hunter were all members of the Open Spaces Society. The last named was 
the Society’s solicitor, who actually came up with the name ‘National Trust’; 
exceptionally concise and very much against the flow of words used in many 
Victorian organisations’ titles.
 

In recent years much of its works has involved footpaths and village greens. 
Kate herself has been very active in this area and played a major part in keeping 
or re-opening a number of paths although modesty omits mention in the booklet. 
However, “the society has not, unfortunately done itself out of a job.”
 

The illustrations are taken from a wide variety of sources including the renowned 
landscape photographer Joe Cornish and well packaged within its 32 pages. It 
does not pretend to be a comprehensive account but provides an overview of 
important events and a way into a fascinating aspect of social history that has 
direct relevance to all those who hold the New Forest in their hearts. 

Peter Roberts
Common Land 

by Graham Bathe 
Available from the Open Spaces Society, 

25a Bell Street, Henley-on-Thames, RG29 2BA. £5 including p&p.
 

It takes a deep knowledge and great skill to produce such an informative, brief 
and colourfully illustrated book as this about the common lands of England 
and Wales. Many of the photographs are the author’s own, including Breamore 
Marsh on the back cover. Other scenes that will be familiar to NFA members 
are of Bokerley Dyke, New Forest pigs snuffling for acorns and beechnuts, 
Forest woodland, and a pony and trap at Woodgreen to illustrate access rights on 
common land. A particularly striking image is at the beginning. An outline map 
of the distribution of commons in England and Wales is juxtaposed with two 
photographs, one of the Brecon Beacons and the other of an inner city common, 
that of Southampton. Perhaps some of us mistakenly associate common land 
with wide open rural spaces such as the New Forest. But commons exist on 
different scales and in urban areas, too. London’s Hampstead Heath, Wimbledon 
Common and Epping Forest are examples.
Anyone who doubts the importance of commons should read this short book. Its 
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twenty eight pages are structured in two-page sections: 
commons in England and Wales; where do commons 
come from?; rights of common; common land and 
farming; the struggle against enclosure; turning the 
tide; commons today; access; wildlife of commons; 
archaeology and commons; folklore and customs; 
commons in literature; a future for our commons; getting 
involved. Explanation of the ancient origins of common 
land is followed by a summary of the six main types of 
common rights surviving to the present day (pasturage, 
estovers, turbary, pannage, common in the soil, and piscary), the latter a useful 
aide-mémoire for the uninitiated or simply forgetful. Different readers will find 
sections to match their particular interests and curiosity. It is a compliment to 
the author that constantly he leaves us wanting to find out more.

For example, mention of farming is timely, his discussion of traditional 
husbandry methods provoking the thought that current policy is transforming the 
management of commons, potentially with radical implications for landscape. 
But change is not new, as an outline history of conflicts between landowners 
and commoners over centuries confirms. It was formation of the Commons 
Preservation Society (CPS) in 1865 (two years before New Forest Association) 
that helped to secure the act of parliament which saved the London commons. 
Soon after, a Norfolk riot against common land enclosure turned CPS into a 
campaigning national body which, at the turn of the century, became the Open 
Spaces Society. Ensuring public access for recreation, habitat protection for 
flora and fauna, and preservation of archaeological sites, are all reasons for 
continued support of the Society in its efforts to maintain common land, as well 
as the fact that commons are a repository of traditional customs and culture, and 
feature prominently in our national literature.
 

In conclusion, the author observes that “What threatens commons today is not 
enclosure, but the demise in tradition ……. Fewer people now exercise their 
common rights, and the number of farmers grazing commons has declined 
dramatically ……. Younger generations are often less willing to assume the 
mantle.” Understandably, his last words invite support for the Open Spaces 
Society and the Foundation for Common Land, both organisations in which he 
fills important roles. Commons serve many purposes for general public benefit, 
and require the co-operation of all interested parties to keep their existence 
secure for the future. Graham Bathe makes a convincing case why that is so. 

Keith Howe  
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The remarkable biodiversity of a hedge 
– 2,065 species and rising! 

by Robert Wolton
 

Even though hedges are a priority habitat, their importance for wildlife is 
often overlooked. This is despite many studies showing that they are vital 
for farmland birds and mammals, as well as for many insects, including 
pollinators. Perhaps this is because in the UK we are fortunate enough to still 
have well-hedged landscapes, in contrast to most other northern European 
countries where they’ve been removed wholesale. If they were rare here, 
surely we would value hedges more highly!
 

To see just how important a single hedge can be for biodiversity, and with a 
great deal of help from experts, I recently carried out a two year bioblitz of 
a single hedge on our farm in the heart of Devon. Running along one side 
of our main access lane, 85m long, and species-rich in terms of its shrubs, 
I chose the hedge simply because it’s very close to our front door. I would 
stress that it’s in no way a special hedge - there are thousands like it across 
Devon.
 

And the result? So far, 2,065 species have been identified from the hedge, 
a staggering figure. My rule was to count only species big enough to see 
with the naked eye, and they had to be within 2m of the tips of the shrubs 
or trees. So cormorants or swifts flying overhead were not included! The 
true number of qualifying species is, I believe, likely to be closer to 3,000. 
The Natural History Museum has sitting on a shelf somewhere bottles of 
parasitic Hymenoptera (wasps) from the hedge awaiting identification – my 
hope is that DNA analysis will make this possible soon. There are certainly 
many hundreds of such species in these bottles, and others with unidentified 
midges and related flies, while I did not cover smuts or rusts at all – indeed 
fungi are much under represented. 

 Breakdown of the hedge: 

2,065 species 
identified from the hedge
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A breakdown of the identified species is shown in figure 1. The tally is 
dominated, as may be expected, by invertebrates, especially insects. The 
most species-rich taxonomic group is the true flies, with 832 found. To put 
this in context, for the fly families covered, that is 17% of the British fauna – 
likewise, 17% of British moths were found. The number of beetles recorded 
was much lower, at just 3%, but this almost certainly reflects inadequate 
sampling. Overall, it’s evident that a single Devon hedge may harbour 
about 12% of all the insect species known in the UK! 

Of course, most species recorded are ones that are common or widespread 
across lowland Britain, but nevertheless many scarce or threatened species 
were found. These included 27 flies (using the tough IUCN criteria), 6 red-
listed and 4 amber-listed birds, and breeding hazel dormice.
 

But are all these many species benefiting from the hedge? Perhaps it is just 
acting like a drift net? My own observations, discussions with researchers, 
and a detailed literature review suggest the former – the great majority 
are finding valued resources in the hedge. These may be places to breed 
(for example larval microhabitats), food (e.g. nectar or berries), mates, 
or shelter and protection from harsh weather or predators. Some may be 
using the hedge as a safe flyway through the landscape, as has been shown 
for bumblebees and bats. In short, the hedge is increasing the chances of 
survival and reproduction for most.
 

The next question is why is the hedge so species-rich? Analysis of the various 
species assemblages present strongly suggests that this is largely because 
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the hedge is well structured, with not only a shrub layer, but also with a 
few emergent trees (although not mature ones), a central bank (as is typical 
of West Country hedges), a shallow ditch and herb-rich margins on both 
sides. Other important factors likely to explain the high biodiversity were 
the presence of a range of habitats nearby, such as farm ponds and small 
woodlands, the species-richness of plant communities present in the hedge, 
and the high degree of landscape connectivity – an intact hedge network 
extends for tens of miles in all directions.
 

In conclusion, it is clear that well-structured hedges, when placed in well-
connected landscapes which contain a range of habitats, can benefit a 
remarkably high diversity of wildlife – on par with that of many nature 
reserves. Support given to farmers to care for their hedges, whether 
through advice or agri-environment schemes, can do much to assist the 
diminishing wildlife of our countryside.
 
For further information see: 
Wolton, R.J., Bentley, H., Chandler, P.J., Drake, C.M., Kramer, J., Plant,
  A.R. & Stubbs, A.E. 2014. The diversity of Diptera associated with a  
 British hedge. Dipterists Digest 21, 1-36. 
Devon Hedge Group and Devon County Council. 2014. Devon’s Hedges:  
 conservation and management. Second edition. Devon Hedge Group.  
 98pp. ISBN 978-1-84785-43-0. 
British Wildlife, volume 26, number 5, June 2015, pp 306—316. 
Robert Wolton, Locks Park Farm, Hatherleigh, 
 robertwolton@yahoo.co.uk 
Devon Hedge Group www.devon.gov.uk/hedges 
Hedgelink www.hedgelink.org.uk 
Dipterists Forum www.dipteristsforum.org.uk 

Photo: Graham Long



27

NEW FOREST ASSOCIATION 
www.newforestassociation.org

 
Who’s Who & Contact Details

 
Patron  Belinda, Lady Montagu 

President Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre, Warrens Estate Office, 
  Bramshaw, Lyndhurst, SO43 7JH 
  Tel: 023 8081 3955 email: eyre@bramshaw.co.uk
 
Chairman John Ward, 34 Avenue Road, Lymington, SO41 9GJ 
  Tel: 01590 671205 email: johnontrike@yahoo.co.uk
  
Vice   Graham Baker, Brookley Farmhouse, Sway Road,   
  Brockenhurst, SO42 7RX Tel: 01590 623935 
  email: brookleyfarmhouse@btinternet.com

Hon.   Position vacant
Secretary 

Hon.  Brandy Gill, Roe Beech, Lyndhurst, SO43 7DA 
  email: brandy_gill@hotmail.com 
 
Council
Members
 

Mark Abbott, Graham Baker, Geoff Barnes, Emma Blake, Maureen Bromley-
Smith, Clive Chatters, Jonathan Cox, Roly Errington, Eve Gillmon, Keith 
Howe, David Humbert, Graham Long, Dionis Macnair, Philip Marshall, Anne 
Millar, Bob Morris, Leo Randall, Richard Reeves, Neil Sanderson, Brian 
Tarnoff, Jenni Tubbs, William Ziegler. 

Committee Chairmen 
   Management - John Ward   
   Habitat & Landscape - Brian Tarnoff 
   Planning & Transport - Graham Baker 
   Membership & Marketing - vacant 
Newsletter Position vacant
Editor
 

Contributions for the next edition can still be sent to grahamlong@waitrose.
com who will forward them as appropriate. Details of a new appointment will 

be published on the website.

Chairman

Treasurer



MEMBERSHIP RATES FOR 2016 
Minimum Subscription Rates 

Ordinary member—payment by Bankers Order—£15 pa 
(Ordinary member—payment by cheque—£17 pa) 

Joint members £25 (£29) Junior member £7.50 (£8.50) 
Life member £300 

Please consider paying by Bankers Order 
and, wherever possible, completing a Gift Aid Declaration 

For Bankers Order forms, please contact 
Juliet Lynn 

NFA Membership and Accounts 
14 Shrubbs Avenue, Lymington, SO41 9DJ 

To download an application form 
please visit www.newforestassociation.org 

Published by the New Forest Association 
Founded 1867 and Registered Charity No. 260328. 

Opinions expressed in the NFA Newsletter 
are not necessarily those of the New Forest 

Association. 

A Fallow buck taking 
advantage of the restful 
setting provided by the 

parterre garden at
 Northerwood House 
Photo: Linda Rush


