THE EDITOR’S PAGE
This issue introduces another new development in the Newsletter. As
the cover announces, it combines the Spring edition with our Annual
Reports for the past year. Though this is new for the Association, it is
in line with the practice in a number of organizations and has been
adopted for good reasons.
As you will see in the Annual Accounts, our income from membership
subscriptions does not meet our basic expenditure. We are dependent
on the interest on our investments, a very uncertain source, to meet our
running costs. This is not a comfortable position to be in. There are
basically only two remedies open to us. One is to increase our
membership, an emphasis that I have included in recent Newsletters.
The other is to prune our expenditure. Combining the Newsletter and
the Annual Reports makes a small but useful contribution to this.
However, how we use our funds may well be thought of greater
importance. This issue includes reports that show how the Association
seeks not only to give support to projects that aim to benefit the ecology
and wildlife of the Forest but, much more vitally, how we work to
stimulate others to act together to protect its long-term needs.
While doing so we cannot be unmindful of the past. Anne Biffin’s
article on the renowned naturalist F.W. Frohawk recalls the days when
the Forest was seen as an insect treasure store to be plundered by every
collector with a cabinet to be stocked. There is no doubt that Frohawk
was a great collector. However, set against the background of the
majority of collectors in his generation, he was quite remarkable. He
was an acute observer of wildlife whose painstaking research laid the
foundations long ago for the more recent work that has
enable the reintroduction of one of Britain’s most
beautiful butterflies. It is so very fitting that we have
this tribute to him in the heart of the Forest.

Graham Long

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
One of the NFA’s ongoing roles
is to keep a close eye on what
the Forest’s statutory bodies are
up to, and to establish and
maintain
a
healthy
and
productive relationship with the
key players within those
organisations. Principally it is
the Chairman who keeps regular
contact with the respective
leaders of the statutory bodies,
and
indeed
the
other
organisations that are active in
the Forest. For instance, our
chairman regularly meets with
the Deputy Surveyor and the
Chief Executive of the National
Park Authority. In addition it is
surprising how many of our Council members are also actively
involved in other local organisations, thus maintaining the NFA’s
unique ability to have an influence when necessary in the best
interests of the Forest.
This method of working is effective and crucial to our
Association’s historic role as watchdogs. The annual report and
newsletter is, as always, full of examples of the NFA at work in
this way. A good example that may soon become an increasingly
important topic, is the gradual emergence of a proper study of the
so-called “tranquil areas” areas in the Forest. The hope is that the
study will eventually be turned in to a core document that defines
and maps the levels of peace and tranquillity that can be found
within the Forest. It is vital that this document is fit for purpose,
and this is something that the NFA has been liaising with the
National Park Authority upon since 2009. Potentially the tranquil
areas study could be used to help make important future decisions
on what activities and developments are appropriate for the Forest.
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The body that is steering the creation of this future document is an
independent body set up by the NPA called the Recreation
Management Strategy Working Group, of which I am chairman in
my capacity as a member of the NPA. The group has members
representing a wide range of interest groups, in particular the
recreational and agricultural users of the Forest. All parties realise
that the group has got to get this right in a way that is balanced and,
most importantly, protects the future of the Forest. As Chairman of
the group I see my task as ensuring that the NPA’s 20 year
Recreation Management Strategy fulfils its
own fundamental purpose and message,
“the level of use
which is that whilst the National Park is
must not threaten …
here to be enjoyed as a precious national
the very place
asset, the level of use must not threaten the
we are here
conservation of the very place we are here
to protect”
to protect. In other words, recreation must
be managed in a way that is sustainable in
conservation terms.
However, the document that emerges from this process will only be
effective if it is widely accepted and supported, and thus the next and
possibly most crucial stage will come later this year when the draft
study and the methods it proposes to use for defining the tranquil
areas, will go out for a Forest-wide consultation. The NFA will, of
course, be closely involved.
In the meantime the NFA continues to encourage the NPA, and has
participated in a recent in-depth objective external performance
assessment of its work. The report has just been published, and
clearly shows that the NPA has attained a status and reputation such
that local organisations now look to the Forest’s newest statutory
body to be bold, and take the lead on essential issues such as
recreation. This is a view that I believe is shared by the majority of
the Authority’s members. If the Authority fully embraces that
expectation, then the next few years will be an important time for the
Forest!
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Events and Activities in 2013
April 20th

Our ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING commencing at
10.00 a.m. at Minstead Village Hall

May 25th

Walk and talk on Commoning with New Forest District
Councillor and CDA Committee Member Ann
Sevier. Ann has asked us to let people know that
she can accommodate up to 4 people in her car, so
even if you’re unable to walk distances, you can
still come along if you book well in advance. She
says: “I am a 13th generation Commoner – I turn
cattle and ponies out on the open Forest, and
manage my farm in a traditional manner - no
spraying! One field on the walk has 118 recorded
plant species. So you need to wear your wellies A marsh orchid
in Ann’s meadow
and bring your plant book!!” Meet on the small
photo: Graham Long
green at the bottom of Blissford Hill, SU175136 at
10.00 a.m. Contact Ann Sevier on 01425 653157.

July 13th

Visit to the Eyre Coote Monument at Rockbourne led
by Graham Baker. Meet at Rockbourne Village Hall car
park at 10.30 a.m. in order to car share for access to the
estate. This is a rare opportunity to visit the memorial
and numbers are limited, so please book with Graham as
soon as possible by phoning him on 01590 623935. If
the number wishing to visit exceed that possible to
accommodate in the morning, it is possible that an
afternoon visit may also be arranged. Notice of this will
be given on our website and circulated by email.

Early July to early August but Weather dependant
A Frohawk Butterfly Walk - details will be announced
on the website and also circulated by email. Information
also available by contacting Graham Long after 8th July
on 01425 653718.
October 6th Annual NFA Barbecue at Anderwood commencing with
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a walk at 11.00 a.m. followed by the BBQ at 1.00 p.m.
This is a relaxing event ideally suited to introduce nonmember friends to the NFA, so do bring them along for a
knowledgeable morning walk through lovely woodland
followed by a convivial lunch. The site lies off
Lyndhurst Road which runs between Burley village and
the A35 in the direction of Lyndhurst at Grid reference
SU 249058. Bring your own barbecue food and drink.
Contact: geoff.barnes56@googlemail.com or
secretary@newforestassociation.co.uk

Annual Shows
We shall again have a stand at shows during the summer season. We
do need volunteers for these. If you can help, please contact Mike
Chilcott, our Honorary Secretary, whose details are given inside the
rear cover. The Shows we shall be present at are as follows:
The New Forest Show
Tuesday, 30th July, Wednesday, 31st July and Thursday, 1st August
Frogham Fair
Saturday, 24th August
Romsey Show
Saturday, 14th September
We are always delighted to meet members attending the shows, so
please do come along and introduce yourselves to our volunteers on the
stalls.

NFA Council Members in print (1)
Writing in the current issue of British Wildlife (Volume 24, Number 3,
February 2013, pp162-166) Clive Chatters, Head of Conservation (Policy &
Evidence) for the Wildlife Trust, seeks an answer to the question ‘Is treeplanting good for wildlife?’ His research appears to show that the answer is: In
the early years, somewhat; in the next generations, very questionable; in 300–
400 years, maybe. “Tree-planting certainly has its place, but it is not a universal
panacea.” Is it good for wildlife? Overall, not particularly!
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NFA FUNDS
THE NEW FOREST WOODCOCK GROUP
In January the NFA presented a cheque for £1000 to the New Forest
Woodcock Group to help with important monitoring work. The Group
is a voluntary collection of professional and amateur members, open to
anyone who wishes to be
involved in a collaborative field
study and to find out more about
this elusive bird. The project is
funded by sponsorship, grants and
donations which help to purchase
the equipment to aid the various
woodcock studies being carried
out.
Jenni Tubbs presents the NFA cheque

Most of this study will be
to Dr Manuel Hinge
achieved through radio telemetry.
of the New Forest Woodcock Group
Small
light-weight
radio
transmitters enable the Group to follow each bird, thus allowing many
aspects of their ecology to be investigated.
Two populations of woodcock use the New Forest in winter. A ringing
study will identify movements of resident and migrant woodcock.
Circumstantial evidence suggests the New Forest is a major destination
and stop-off for migrant birds, and night census work will identify
favoured feeding sites. The ringing study, in combination with radio
telemetry, allows comparison of resident and migrant birds. If future
funding permits, satellite tags should show how migrant birds use the
New Forest in relation to their movements around western Europe.
The importance of New Forest grassland to feeding woodcock is
becoming apparent through the Group’s ringing work. Ponies, in
particular, defecate in particular locations.
The accumulations of
invertebrate larvae that over-winter under dung are a food-rich resource
for woodcock. Plotting the position of all woodcock seen feeding
through the winter on selected sites will enable any correlation with
livestock activity to be discovered.
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Male breeding display and female nesting behaviour will be studied
using a combination of field techniques. The Group organises roding
watches where members gather to study flighting males and to plot their
range size.
Observational, photographic, sound recording and
telemetry techniques will
identify male range size, and
female behaviour at the nest, to
try to locate where chicks are
taken soon after hatching.
It is hoped that Dr Manuel
Hinge, who has played a major
role in setting up the Group,
will give a talk at the NFA
AGM in April, when members
will have an opportunity to

The Woodcock
Scolopax rusticola

learn more about these elusive birds.
Jenni Tubbs

How times have changed
- for the better
Writing in British Birds, Their Nests and Eggs published in
1896, the Revd Henry H. Slater records that in one year in
Northumberland he found about 30 Woodcock nests and “takes
some credit for possessing one egg, which was an addled one.”
However, he also records that on
“28th October 1881, I saw a Woodcock come straight in
from the sea, twenty yards high, and pitch on a bare patch
of shingle; this was shortly before mid-day, and I thought
it such an unusual circumstance that I skinned the bird for
my collection.”
Graham Long
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ROCKFORD FARM
- the story so far
In September 2011 NFA Council became aware that Rockford Farm
on the escarpment above the Avon Valley and adjoining Rockford
common was for sale. This is a traditional Forest small-holding which
provides a considerable amount of run-back land for stock during the
winter. It was understood that the holding, owned by an international
minerals extraction company CEMEX, would be parcelled up and sold
for recreational horse-keeping.
The National Trust had considered buying it but were unable to do so
as it had no endowment to cover future running costs. NFA council
expressed concerns about the likely loss of a typical Forest holding. It
was thought that a meeting of local bodies, official and charity, might
initiate some action. While other bodies did share our concerns no
course of action was proposed. On learning of this, NFA Council
debated the matter at some length and, with some feeling, agreed that it
was of such importance that seed funding of £25,000 should be 'put on
the table', and that the Park Authority should be asked to convene a
meeting of the other bodies to consider the matter afresh.
This had the desired effect of producing offers that in the end totalled
£400,000 from the constituent bodies, who have since become
partners. Meanwhile, with the passing of time, part of the site had, as
feared, been sold off to adjacent owners for pony paddocks. A direct
approach to the vendors was rejected and consequently the partners
attended an auction in Salisbury with a view to purchasing whichever
of the three lots best met the needs of the Forest. One lot was
purchased, containing just over fifteen acres on which a number of
farm buildings remained.
The County Council took responsibility for the initial purchase with
the other partners providing funds for the immediate management and
proposed development of the site. The land is to be leased to a local
organisation with a greater in-depth understanding of commoners and
commoning. A commoning tenant has been installed on a short lease,
fences have been made stock proof and suitable gates have been fitted.
Other considerations of access and safety are being dealt with.
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An initial 'walk through' survey of the site for nature conservation has
been undertaken, and it is likely a more detailed one will follow.
Apart from renting the land to local commoners, it could be used as
the base for a commoners’ small-holding, or the buildings could be
utilised as a skills training centre.
This simple but effective action has enabled a number of organisations
who all care about the Forest to work together for the common good,
and has achieved a worthwhile result so far. It is now for these
organisations to manage the land in the best way possible for the
future of the New Forest and to consider other ways in which this
precedent may be taken forward. As a step towards this, in March last
year the NFA agreed the desirability of mapping run-back land around
the Forest. This has now been taken up by the partners and a survey
will commence shortly. The partners involved in the project are: New
Forest National Park Authority; Hampshire County Council; National
Trust; Verderers; Commoners Defence Association; New Forest Trust;
and the NFA.
Addendum
In 1991 the New Forest Committee was made aware of the potential
sale of a portion of Rockford Farm as pony paddocks by its owner
RMC (a forerunner of CEMEX). They were advised of the damage
that could be done to the New Forest and also advised of the planning
restraints that applied to the land. A similar approach was taken by the
New Forest Association on this occasion when we asked the planners
to put an 'Article 4' notice on the land which reminds owners of the
need to apply for planning permission before change of use takes
place. This took effect from early in 2012. Although this could not be
used retrospectively for land already sold it undoubtedly acted as a
restraint on potential purchasers who were prepared to flout the
planning policies.
Peter Roberts
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ROCKFORD FARM
“a traditional Forest small-holding”
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LATCHMORE BROOK RESTORATION
The NFA has supported the Higher Level Stewardship wetlands
restoration programme throughout the Forest since its inception and
believes that it brings significant and worthwhile improvements to the
habitats of the Forest, reversing the environmental damage done in past
times when wartime necessity and forestry economics were among
driving forces that led to extensive draining of the Forest.
Having originally approved the Latchmore Brook Restoration Project,
under pressure from a local group strongly opposed to the scheme, the
Verderers’ Court met in June 2012
to reconsider it. Along with the
Commoners Defence Association, a
number of local residents, and
wildlife societies, including the
Hampshire and Isle of Wight
Wildlife Trust, the NFA made
presentments to the Court in its
support. After reconsideration, the
Latchmore Brook erosion
Photo: Graham Long
Verderers confirmed their support.
Last year’s wet summer has delayed work until 2013.
Work of this kind gains from experience and the NFA notes with
approval that the Forestry Commission has steadily learned better
techniques for achieving wetland restoration, and commends their
efforts to remove past wounds with the minimum of damage to the
surrounding countryside.
Brian Tarnoff
NFA Council Members in print (2)
Mammal specialist John K Fawcett, in association with Jeanne M Fawcett and
Carl D Soulsbury of the University of Lincoln, has recently published the results
of a six year study of red fox scent marking and communication that made
extensive use of infra-red cameras mounted in a domestic garden in
Brockenhurst. Their original findings based on 5020 observations, published in
the Journal of Ethology (2013, Volume 31, pages 41-47), show that urine
marking rates decline during late summer and that male foxes urine mark more
frequently than females during both summer and autumn but not winter;
surprisingly, there was no increase during the mating seasons.
13

THE BUTTERFLY MAN
When I first saw the Frohawk ride some years ago, the information
board wasn’t in situ, just a green Forestry Commission notice stating
The Frohawk Ride, with a white butterfly motif. I was fascinated by
the name and, in my ignorance, searched my moths and butterfly book
for the elusive Frohawk without success. A further
walk in the area some weeks later solved the
mystery when I read the new information board,
and was made aware of F.W. Frohawk, naturalist,
self-taught artist and illustrator.
Early years and influences
He was not a local man. Frederick William
Frohawk was born at Brisley Hall, East Dereham in
Norfolk
on July 16th 1861, the youngest of five
Frederick William
children. His father was Francis William Frohawk, a
Frohawk
Photo courtesy of
gentleman farmer.
His mother, Lydia Drage,
Wikipedia
encouraged the young Frohawk’s interest in natural
history, his father being rather concerned over his decision to make a
career out of his hobby. The family enjoyed a privileged and
comfortable lifestyle. Frohawk senior mixed socially with his titled
neighbours, and joined them on shoots. Consequently young Frederick
became used to mixing with the aristocracy and enjoying the high life.
The family left Brisley Hall in 1868 to live at Great Yarmouth and be
closer to the yacht acquired by Francis Frohawk. It was here at an early
age that Frederick became aware of perspective, an important concept
in his later work, when a gale drove a large full rigged ship ashore
which from a distance had looked much smaller. After three years the
family moved on again, this time to Ipswich. Their home was Colwell
House near the arboretum whose trees provided cover for the insects
and birds which fascinated the budding naturalist.
Frohawk’s father died around 1870 leaving the family assets in a sorry
state due to his affluent lifestyle, and in 1873 the family were on the
move once more, this time to Croydon which then was a small country
town with a population of around 70,000. Frohawk caught typhoid in
his early teens, and almost lost the sight of one eye which must have
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been a considerable handicap later when executing his finely illustrated
drawings. There were to be two more house moves within the Croydon
area until 1884 when more financial problems beset the family, and
they moved to Eltham. Following his mother’s death in 1887, Frohawk
and his siblings rented a house in Balham.
In all, Frohawk had
seventeen house moves in his lifetime and, until his mid-sixties, always
lived in rented accommodation.
Family life
By this time Frohawk was occupying himself working at the British
Museum for the Keeper of Entomology, and illustrating articles for The
Field magazine and other publications, working hard to support his
siblings. In June 1895 he married Margaret Grant at Croydon,
honeymooning in the New Forest which doubled as a collecting trip, as
did holidays in the following
years which coincided with the
peak showing of butterflies.
Margaret shared his interest in
nature, and accompanied him on
a number of natural history
holidays. Her early death from
heart failure in 1907 left him to
bring up his two young
daughters. Four years later he
married a much younger friend of
the family, Mabel Jane HartSilver-washed Fritillary
Bowman, who died as recently
Argynnis paphia
variety valezina
as 1983 and is buried at Selborne,
Photo: Peter Roberts
Hampshire.
It was a happy marriage and produced one daughter, Barbara Valezina,
known as Valezina, named after a form of the silver-washed fritillary
mostly found in Southern England, in particular the New Forest. Very
close to her father, Valezina shared his passion for the natural world and
for butterflies, and often accompanied him on his forays.
A supreme naturalist
Frohawk’s first visit to the New Forest was with a friend in July 1888,
where, following a thunderstorm and sunshine, the forest became a
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steaming hothouse swarming with butterflies and other insects along the
rides. He describes the abundance of silver washed fritillaries including
the beautiful bronze green form, valezina. Dark green and high brown
fritillaries, white admiral, purple emperor, large tortoiseshell and
brimstone were in profusion. This
was to be the first of a lifetime of
visits where his presence became
so familiar he was known locally as
“the old man of the forest.”

One of Frohawk’s paintings
for a book on butterfly varieties
showing an albino form of the
High Brown Fritillary
caught by G. Gulliver in July 1901
in Ranmore Inclosure,
held in the Tring Collection.

In the mid 1890’s Frohawk noticed
a decline in the butterfly population
until a further visit to the forest in
1919 when he was able to report all
species and varieties in abundance.
The silver-washed fritillary was
present in such large numbers, 40
or 50 at a time gathering on a
bramble bush, that they dropped
like a shower of leaves when
touched by the sun. What a sight
that must have been!

One
of Frohawk’s greatest
contributions to entomology was
his detailed elucidation of the life
cycle of the large blue. This laid
foundations that would prove very
valuable many years later. Never
common, by the end of the 1970s it had become extinct in Britain, but
has been reintroduced successfully as today’s conservationists have
painstakingly carried forward Frohawk’s observations.
Frohawk’s major works on butterflies are a two volume Natural History
of British Butterflies, (1924), and The Complete Book of British
Butterflies (1934). In addition, he illustrated a number of bird books,
including the six volume British Birds, Their Nests and Eggs published
in 1896 for which he supplied over 470 colour illustrations of eggs,
some colour plumage illustrations, and black and white drawings of
every accepted British species.
16

Frohawk died on December 10th 1946 and is buried at Headley, Surrey.
In 1995, a ride in Park Hill Inclosure near Balmer Lawn was dedicated
to commemorate his outstanding contribution to entomology. The
following year his daughter Valezina, now Viscountess Bolinbroke,
inaugurated The Frohawk Ride. I understand that on the day, the keeper
released a few silver-washed valezina butterflies he had previously
caught, and one of them pitched on Valezina’s jacket. That was surely a
very spiritual moment for her. Today the ride is managed by the
Forestry Commission as part of its commitment to conservation.
Anne Biffin
Sources
Chatfield, June. F.W. Frohawk His Life and Work. The Crowood Press. 1987
The Guardian, Country Diary, The Frohawk Ride. London. August 2004.
Wikipedia.

A plate showing Corvid eggs
in
British Birds, Their Nests and Eggs
illustrated throughout by
F.W. Frohawk

,

The Frohawk Ride
seen from the eastern approach
Photo by Jim Champion
Courtesy of Creative Commons
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In Appreciation of
TIM DIXON 1934–2012
Tim joined the NFA Council in 1970 over the inappropriate hardwood felling
then taking place in the New Forest. When he stood down in 2006 he was the
last survivor on Council of a major group that fought the Forestry
Commission's plans to commercially exploit the unenclosed pasture woods,
starting with Rushpole Wood:- Eric Ashby, Jean Cobb, June Irvine, Anthony
Pasmore, Dennis Pollack and David Stagg. He was elected vice-chairman in
1974 and became chairman the following year. He regretted that his term in
high office was short but during his tenure he played a major role. As a
practising solicitor he put forward an effective case on behalf of the NFA
opposing Hampshire County Council plans for a Lyndhurst Bypass.
He remained on the Council where his knowledge and particular enthusiasm
for birds was put to good use. He chaired the Membership and Development
sub-committee for many years, and later the Broad Leaved Woodlands SubCommittee. Tim's work on these committees over the years was unstinting. He
made work fun by his lugubrious humour. Once when Council was
considering a revision of the rules which he had drafted someone commented
that there was only one full stop on the first page. Quick witted as ever and
wearing his solicitor's hat he replied 'How did that get in?'
Tim was a searcher for truth, he believed that if the Association and its
Council didn't strive for that there was no point in being there. He was not
afraid to lead even in a quarrel between the President of the Association and
what he perceived was the right path. His arguments won the day and the
President resigned, not the first time this has happened in the Association's
history.
Tim wrote frequently in the annual reports about the work of the teams he led
as well as in general. I cannot do better than end with some of his words from
1996 in an article headed Value, In the Wood or the Woods?:‘For no heritage forest that is worthy of the name can sensibly find a
place for substantial blocks of alien conifer trees planted for financial
gain, and which not only disfigure the scenery but are of minimal
wildlife value. A progressive correction of the hardwood-conifer
balance is essential and would undoubtedly command wide public
support.’
Peter Roberts
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BOOK REVIEWS
New Forest Walks – a time traveller's guide,
by Andrew Walmsley
Published by Sigma Press, Stobart House, Penybanc Road, Ammanford,
Wales. (01269 593100) ISBN 9781850589112. Pb. 192 pp £12.99
Unlike almost all other walk books on
the New Forest this one gives the
reader/walker the background to the
area they are exploring. The author is
not afraid to add both natural and social
history as well as notes on the origins of
a variety of forest features.
The sixteen walks range from Abbots
Well in the north-west to Bishop's Dyke
in the south-east. Each covers a variety
of topics in a walk, is well illustrated
and with a map. There is a useful
introduction and in keeping with the sub
-title a guide to the various periods. If
for example the reader is interested in
the 13th century he will be led to the
walks where references are made to
amongst other things, Park Pale and
Queens Meadow. There is also a subject guide which includes common rights
and commoners' stock as well as individual woods. Add to this a conventional
index and the book becomes a very useful reference tool as well.
The walks themselves are from 4 to 10.5km; each has details of public
transport and ease of terrain, refreshments and approximate time. This
reviewer does not normally care to use local guides but this one is different
and offers the opportunity to add to the basic walk; a marvellous feast for the
forest lover whether a newcomer or an old hand.
How I would have loved this book when I first started to wander around the
Forest. It is attractively illustrated in colour with maps and tables and comes
thoroughly recommended.
Peter Roberts
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New Forest Pub Guide
Published by the Campaign for Real Ale. 1st edition 2012
ISBN 9781852492946. Pb. 144pp. £5.99
An important part of many Forest communities is the
local pub, which is often of considerable architectural or
historical interest in its own right. As well as splendid
hostelries forming the social focus of their village, like
the Royal Oak at Fritham, the Trusty Servant at
Minstead or the Gun at Keyhaven, we also find isolated
pubs remote from settlement like the Drift Inn at
Beaulieu Road, a veritable haven of warmth and good
cheer on a bleak winter’s day. Some, like the High
Corner Inn at Linwood, manage something of both,
serving a scattered community off the beaten track.
This admirable Guide aims to list every pub or bar
within the combined area of the NPA and the NFDC. As
such, it covers some establishments in the urban fringes
that few members of the Association would find
especially attractive. That is a small price to pay for the
convenience of an exhaustive listing that includes well-loved gems like the Royal
Oak at North Gorley, the Cuckoo at Hamptworth, and the East End Arms. The
Guide is aimed at the lover of good beer and traditional pubs, but should also prove
valuable to residents and visitors alike. Although I have lived in Hampshire for over
30 years, and consider that I know the Forest well, I still found it very useful in
identifying (for me) new pubs and when planning some enjoyable days out on my
bicycle over the recent Christmas and New Year holiday.
There is an interesting narrative entry for each pub with information about beers
served, the availability of food, and accommodation. Prominence is given to locally
brewed beer and cider, and the New Forest Marque promoting local produce is
mentioned. It’s always a worry that a Guide like this could soon get out of date, but
regular updates on the website help to avoid this (see http://
www.shantscamra.org.uk/beer/newforest/). The Guide serves well as a reference
book but I enjoyed just leafing through its pages, reminding myself of old favourites
and prompting ideas for future visits. There are some fine photos and little titbits of
information about the Forest too. The New Forest Pub Guide should help to make
visitors from elsewhere more knowledgeable and understanding of our special part
of the world, and give welcome visibility to an important sector of the local
economy.
Bob Damper
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Chairman and Trustees’ Report – 2012
This year has been one of rationalisation for the Association with some excellent
housekeeping work being carried out by our Honorary Secretary Michael Chilcott
alongside administrator Juliet Lynn. They have made a thorough appraisal of our
membership list which consequently shows a reduction on previous years to a truer
figure. Whilst this may seem disappointing it will achieve cost savings on administration.
That said, despite the economic outlook we shall look to recruit new members during
the year ahead and would welcome the personal contact that existing members can
bring to achieve this. We co-opted Brandy Gill to the Council during the year and he
has since been approved by Council as our new treasurer. With a wealth of business
experience he is already making us think about ways of improving the Association. Leo
Randall, has been involved in the NPA as a member and was the first chair of its planning
committee. He provides a beneficial direct link to that body alongside our President,
Oliver Crosthwaite-Eyre who became a member of the Authority in the summer. Tim
Moore has chosen to retire this year. He is a long standing member of the Council and
provided a helpful link with the Commoners when he chaired their association. His
contributions were often challenging and provided a useful part of debate in Council we thank him for the time he had given to our Association.
Economic considerations remain a concern to all, not least to the Campaign for National
Parks whose vital umbrella work is all in its title. We have been a member since before
the inception of the National Park and find that their expertise has been vital to us, in
particular on the planning front with the ability and knowledge to lobby government
successfully. In restructuring to address their financial difficulties they lost a remarkable
campaigner, Ruth Chambers. We have worked with Ruth for seven years and found her
expertise and abilities in assessing and commenting on issues both local and national
second to none. For which reason we decided to honour her with life membership in the
summer. Our patron Belinda, Lady Montagu, presented her with a certificate at the New
Forest Show. The Show as most of you are aware was a huge success; your chairman,
president and three other members of Council were present at a lunch attended by the
Queen.
I believe that the major achievement for the New Forest Association in this past
year has been the bringing together of various concerned organisations to secure the
purchase of land at Rockford Farm in perpetuity for the benefit of the Forest. When this
property came on the market great concern was shown by a variety of organisations at
its potential loss to commoning. The Council of the Association took the decision that
rather than just talk about it, £25,000 would be put on the table to act as seed funding to
try and encourage others to look at the issue seriously. The outcome was £400,000 being
made available and eventual purchase of 15 acres of land by the County Council for
commoning use. Management and running costs will be defrayed by other organisations
involved.
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This seems to me a sensible and appropriate use of part of the legacies that we have
received in the last few years. What better way to look after the future of the New Forest
than to secure land use for commoning?
Education ideas have been put on hold whilst discussions take place between a number
of bodies. We remain keen to provide added value and are working to that end. There is
a huge importance in showing local youngsters that this is their Forest and their future.
We were represented on a select group that welcomed delegates from the Independent
Panel on Forestry to the New Forest. We sought to show them why the area is unique
and should be regarded as a special case. The use of the term Heritage Forests in the
final report published in July reflected our concerns to some extent although our request
for special management of the New Forest to reflect its unique characteristics has fallen
on deaf ears.
Peter Roberts, Chairman on behalf of the Trustees

Rockford Farm fields and buildings
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Land Management Committee
The Land Management Committee (LMC) has nine members and meets every other
month to discuss New Forest habitat and landscape issues.
First, I must thank my predecessor, Peter Frost, for his service as chair of the LMC. His
boundless enthusiasm for our work will be missed.
Much of the 2012 work plan, by necessity, carried over from last year:
Independent Panel on Forestry (IPF)
The IPF published their final report on 4th July 2012. There was much to welcome in
it, primarily an invigorated valuation of England’s woodlands. However, in the manner
of a document promising all things to all people, it veered between the woolly and
innocuous. Its lack of detail avoided both the NFA’s concerns of a Central Government
rubber stamp policy unsuitable to the uniqueness of the New Forest, and definition
of funding mechanisms for its grand vision. The DEFRA response to the report
was released on 31st January 2013 and seems to safeguard the future of the Forestry
Commission and proposes a new body to help promote and manage woodlands in both
the public estate and private hands.
At the time of writing, we are still analysing the response in preparation for the inevitable
consultations that will be necessary to implement these plans, some of which call for
changes in Primary Legislation. The NFA do not want to see anything that dilutes the
New Forest Acts as they currently stand.
Restocking Concerns
The review of the Forest Design Plan (2006) is now two years overdue. We have very
strong concerns that the plan is woefully out of step with more recent Government
policy, including the statutory purposes of the New Forest NPA, the Natural Environment
White Paper (aka Lawton Review), the associated England Biodiversity Strategy, and
the Policy for Ancient Woodland Sites (PAWS). The NFA have therefore asked the
Forestry Commission for a moratorium on conifer replanting. Conifer, if replanted in
the wrong places, is either locked in for a whole additional generation, or will require
costly early removal.
The current restock plans show that conifer is still actively being planted on Ancient
Woodland sites. Compartments marked for broadleaf regeneration are being handled
counterintuitively with techniques more likely to encourage conifer regrowth.
The Highland Water Area Study carried out by Neil Sanderson (Botanical Survey and
Assessment) with help from Richard Reeves is getting its final touches. The study
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expands the evidence base created for the NFA’s Recovering Lost Landscapes report,
and will also be part of the basis for our critiques of the FC’s current plans, and the next
iteration of The Forest Design Plan.
The LMC also took on new work in 2012:
New Forest Catchment Pilot
The New Forest National Park in partnership with Pond Conservation and Environment
Agency ran a pilot scheme from July to December 2012. The purpose of the pilot was
to help find ways to encourage and develop stakeholder led consultation and action
to improve water quality in our rivers and streams. The NFA participated as one of
the stakeholders in the pilot, and will continue to be involved with future catchment
consultation based on the template the pilot developed.
New Forest Woodcock Group Study
The LMC recommended that the NFA part fund a new study, helmed by Dr. Manuel
Hinge, on the Forest’s woodcock population. Woodcock are an important feature of
the Ramsar Convention wetland habitats and may be considered a typical species of
the Annex 1 wet woodland habitat for which the Forest is selected as a Special Area of
Conservation (SAC). The woodcock population is of significance to these international
site designations; as such this research may be useful for future decisions regarding
these sites.
Brian Tarnoff, Chairman, February 2013

Planning Committee
There remains unrelenting pressure on the New Forest National Park. From the south
west, Christchurch and East Dorset are proposing hundreds of new houses and gravel
extraction close to Burton Common. From the south, New Forest District Council are
proposing housing development on land they would previously have saved as having
the potential for back up grazing. From the north east, Test Valley is proposing a very
large housing development south of Romsey. These authorities are required to take into
account the proximity of the National Park and provide additional recreation facilities to
match expanding population. Some try, some promise, none adequately succeed. There
is a limit to what NFA can do alone and we rely primarily on supporting what we hope
is a confident, knowable and tenacious National Park Authority.
Ever more important becomes the need for the Park to manage the recreational pressure
in such a way that increased numbers are absorbed and the Forest’s qualities of
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tranquillity and naturalness strengthened.
Within the boundaries the bulk of our disagreements with the Authority have been
over land use issues rather than houses. One questions what value the NPA places on
the landscape when it approves over-large ménages, allows grazing land to become
gardens, allows tracts of the Park’s precious countryside to be lost to the uneconomic
generation of electricity for the national grid, and allows the proliferation of services
and buildings at farm camp sites.
Another particular disappointment has been the Authority’s administration of the
revised commoners’ dwelling scheme. It is not producing the results intended and I
begin to wonder if it ever can in its current form. I would particularly welcome any
comments on this matter as the revision of the Park’s planning strategies in the next 18
months gives the opportunity for a radical overhaul.
Congratulations to the residents of Lover who frightened the NPA and an international
electricity generator into changing the route of the cable from Big Field photovoltaic
array. Mine can be a depressing role, and the odd victory for common sense does much
to renew my enthusiasm.
Graham Baker, Chairman, January 2013

Which way for tranquility?
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
THE NEW FOREST ASSOCIATION
Held at Minstead Hall
on 21st April 2012.
Seventy one members attended. The President, Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre, welcomed
them all to the meeting and opened the proceedings.
1. Apologies for absence had been received from twenty four members.
2. Minutes of the 2011 Annual General Meeting.
The draft minutes of the previous AGM had been printed in the Annual Report which
all members had received. On the proposal of Graham Baker, seconded by Alan
Goodfellow, members agreed unanimously to adopt the minutes.
3. Matters arising.
There were none.
4.a. The Annual Report.
The Annual Report had been circulated to all members. On the proposal of Alan
Goodfellow, seconded by Jenni Tubbs, members agreed unanimously to adopt the
Annual Report.
b. The Accounts.
The Accounts for the year ended 31st December 2012 and the Independent examiner’s
report to the Trustees had been circulated to all members. On the proposal of Graham
Baker, seconded by William Ziegler, members agreed unanimously to adopt the
Accounts.
5. Election of Officers.
President. Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre was elected unanimously on the proposal of Peter
Roberts, seconded by John Ward.
Hon. Secretary. Michael Chilcott was elected unanimously on the proposal of Peter
Roberts, seconded by Jenni Tubbs.
Hon. Treasurer. In the absence of a candidate, the Hon. Secretary will continue to act as
interim Hon. Treasurer.
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Hon. Independent Accounts Examiner. Martyn Smith was elected unanimously on the
proposal of Michael Chilcott, seconded by William Ziegler.
6. Elections to Council.
On the proposal of Graham Baker, seconded by Peter Roberts, the following were re
elected unanimously: Mark Abbott, Emma Blake, Clive Chatters, Michael Chilcott,
Jonathan Cox, Roly Errington, John Fawcett, Eve Gillmon, Alan Goodfellow, Richard
Reeves, Neil Sanderson, Brian Tarnoff, Jenni Tubbs, John Ward and William Ziegler.
Maureen Bromley-Smith was elected within the same proposal.
7. Hon. Life Member.
It was proposed by Peter Roberts, seconded by Michael Chilcott, that Ruth Chambers,
former Head of Policy at the Campaign for National Parks, should be made an Hon. Life
Member of the Association in recognition of her help and support for NFA during the
formation and early years of the New Forest National Park. Members present agreed
unanimously with the proposal.
The Annual General Meeting closed at 10.52 pm.

Curlew on Matley Heath, last year’s AGM walk site
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This year the New Forest Association
initiated the purchase of land at Rockford
Farm to safeguard it for commoning use
now and in the future

A legacy to the NFA could look
after land like this forever
Registered charity 260328
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Michael Chilcott
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Independent examiner’s report to the trustees of the New Forest Association
I report on the accounts of the Association for the year ended 31st December 2012, which are set
out on the previous pages.
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner
The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity’s trustees
consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 43(2) of the Charities Act 1993
(the 1993 Act) and that an independent examination is needed.
It is my responsibility to:

•

examine the accounts under section 43 of the 1993 Act;

•

to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity
Commission under section 43(7)(b) of the 1993 Act; and

•

to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner’s report
My examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity
Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity
and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of
any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees
concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that
would be required in an audit and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts
present a ‘true and fair view’ and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement
below.
Independent examiner’s statement
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:
(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:

•

to keep accounting records in accordance with section 41 of the 1993 Act; and

•

to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the
accounting requirements of the 1993 Act

have not been met; or
(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding
of the accounts to be reached.
Martyn Smith FCCA
Bridge House, Boldre Lane, Boldre, Hants S041 8PD
25th February 2013
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The unique character of the New Forest is the result of gradual
ecological development. Today the Forest faces the possibility of
rapid and radical change, both in its functions and its ecological
structure. Clearly it must be adapted to the new demands made upon
it, and as a first step in planning it must be firmly decided whether
adaptation is or is not to be at the expense of its essential ecological
features. If the answer is that these should be conserved, then its
capacity to absorb new demands must be seen in the light of the
understanding of its past development and present ecology. It may
well be that economic loss and some restriction on the degree to
which new demands can be satisfied will have to be accepted if it is
to retain its peculiar character. One thing is certain. It cannot be all
things to all men for all time.
Colin R Tubbs, The New Forest: An Ecological History, 1968.

Is there a limit to the amount of recreation the Forest can take?
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Ripe for conversion - Gentrification or Commoning?

Recreation apart, there are other consequences which may
ultimately arise for the Forest from the expansion of the South
Hampshire population. The physical development of land in
the Forest itself is likely in the foreseeable future to be confined
to residential infilling of villages. The increased popularity of
commuting between the Forest and places of work in nearby
towns, and the steady trickle of retired people into the area,
however, may well result in significant social and ecological
change. The conversion of agricultural buildings to residential
purposes is no recent feature, but the pace has quickened in
recent years. A frequent feature of such conversion is the
subsequent failure to exercise rights of common which attach
to the property and in the long term this trend may culminate
in the gradual decay of common rights.
Colin R Tubbs, The New Forest: An Ecological History, 1968.
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