Editorial

A warm welcome to the new members who joined us at the
many shows we attended during the summer - a very strange
summer, as it turned out. The New Forest show was one of
the wettest ever and the Ellingham Show was cancelled at the
last minute due to the threat, once again, of Foot & Mouth
disease.
One new member, Anne Bifﬁn, has kindly sent in her thoughts
about why she joined and her hopes for the future of the Forest (see Letters Page, p2).
I am also grateful to Joyce Gifford who spotted my reference
to the New Forest Burnet moth in the quiz which appeared in
the summer issue of the Newsletter. The moth, it seems, has
not been recorded in the Forest for 80 years! - and Mrs Gifford has sent an erudite update which appears on page 11.

Georgina Babey

2008 - Signiﬁcant Dates
Saturday 19th April - AGM & Member‛s Day,
Minstead Hall (More details will be sent later)
October 17th -19th - NFA is hosting the
National Park Societies Conference at
Foxlease, Lyndhurst
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Letters Page
New Member‛s Eye View
I am very pleased to have at last joined the ranks of the
New Forest Association. I picked up the NFA newsletter and
membership leaﬂet at the Photographic & Oral History weekend
at Boldre in September 2007, organised by Georgina Babey. I
must admit to not being aware of the NFA until then despite
being native born and bred. Are you advertising enough?
Having read the correspondence in the welcome pack it was
pleasing to see that much of the agenda and agreed principles
follow my own hopes for the future of the Forest. There are
too many to mention them all, but in particular - care during
the bird breeding season regarding tree felling, and damage
from extraction being made good - are high on my list. I have
had a close association with the Forest for over 20 years as a
member of the New Forest Ramblers Group and witnessed at
ﬁrst hand many of the changes taking place, particularly since
the beginning of the Life project. I can say from experience
that damage from extraction is not always made good despite
taking into account the future return of contractors to ﬁnish
a job. I could quote grid references of several rides which
have remained deeply rutted for a number of years following
forestry work.
As to the New Forest National Park, I still can‛t decide whether
it is simply another layer of bureaucracy on top of what already
appeared to be a watertight agenda of care for the Forest.
My main concern is over commercialisation. I have witnessed
motor powered mini scooters in the Forest, and many rutted
cycle tracks along grassy rides. It could be argued that we
as walkers do as much damage to the infrastructure, but the
NFRA keeps to the pathways, and on Saturdays when a fair
number of members turn out, have split the groups into morning
and afternoon sessions, in different areas of the Forest, to
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minimise the pressure. We also do not leave litter - another
bone of contention with me!
I look forward to receiving more news about the NFA, and in
the meantime can walk in the woods with a more proprietorial
air for my £10 per annum direct debit.

Anne Bifﬁn, Hythe

Red Squirrels
My wife Peggy and I have one great love of all things wild and that is the red squirrel. My early days were spent on the
western edge of our beloved New Forest, and one of my most
treasured memories is of seeing the red squirrels playing in
the pine trees on the common. I write to ask if the NFA would
get involved in trying to reinstate this attractive animal in the
Forest.
I am fully aware of the vastness of this project, and of the
fact that the grey squirrel must be eradicated ﬁrst. Of course,
I am also aware that the Forestry Commission would have to
be the prime movers in this, but there are several sites in
the country where success has been achieved in saving the red
squirrel from extinction.
As I understand it the Commission are already culling the grey,
so we have a head start. I am sure there must be a lot of people,
like us, who would contribute to this expensive proposal.

Ewen Hentall, Nursling

Ed. - Let me have your views, please
Contact details on pages 15 & 16
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Report on the National Park Societies Conference
2nd-4th November,2007
Plas y Brenin,Capel Curig,Snowdonia
Three members of the Association - myself, chairman William
Ziegler and vice chairman Peter Roberts - attended the National
Park Societies Conference in the Snowdonia National Park in
early November. The conference was hosted by the Snowdonia
Society which was celebrating its 40th anniversary. I couldn‛t
resist pointing out to the other delegates during the weekend
that the New Forest Association was celebrating its 140th!
The theme of the conference was Inspiring Communities National Parks in the 21st Century and we enjoyed some
excellent presentations ranging from a local initiative which
sympathetically restored and improved facilities in a village
within the National Park, to responding to the challenges of
climate change, globalization and social change. The emphasis
- quite rightly - was on the need to increase the involvement
of children and young people in the life of the Parks. In order
to inculcate future carers of our wild, but often fragile
environments children need to experience them ‘in the raw‛,
away from their PCs and iPods, so that they will understand
their importance to - and the need to protect and conserve
them for - future generations.
We also took part in workshops, seminar groups and ﬁeld trips.
The ﬁeld trip I took part in was to nearby Beddgelert - “one
of the most popular ‘honey pot‛ villages within Snowdonia” - to
see how the small community will be affected by the rebuilding
of the Welsh Highland Railway through its centre. This was
followed by a breathtaking (in more ways than one) walk in the
Aberglaslyn hills. Discussing the problems that other National
Parks experience can be extremely beneﬁcial when trying to
ﬁnd acceptable solutions for our own.
The facilities at the Plas y Brenin Mountain Centre were
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impressive - clean and spacious en suite rooms, well organized
kitchens and dining room, and an amazing view from the bar
(mountain mist permitting) of the Snowdon massif mirrored in
the twin lakes of Llynnau Mymbyr.
It is our turn to host the conference this year. We have
booked Foxlease Girl Guide Centre in Lyndhurst for 17th-19th
October, 2008 and are busy planning and organising lecturers,
ﬁeld trips etc., Any ideas, input or offers of help from members
beforehand will be much appreciated.

Georgina Babey

right - discussing the increased
visitor pressure that the
rebuilding of the Welsh
Highland Railway from
Caernarfon to Porthmadog will
inevitably bring to the ‘honey
pot’ village of Beddgelert

above - delegates at the National Park Societies Conference in Snowdonia, listening to
Ruth Chambers - Deputy Chief Executive of the Council for National Parks - giving a
scholarly summing up of the weekend’s events
More photos on inside front cover
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Report from the Planning Committee
This has been an extraordinarily busy time for the planning committee
with a wide variety of activity. Much of the focus in the autumn has been
providing an input into the National Park’s policy planning events – New
Forest: New Chapter. Council members have attended sessions which
have lasted from a couple of hours to all day. These plans will provide
the key to the way that the Authority runs the area in the future, taking
account of National Park purposes and replacing the plans at present
inherited from New Forest District, Test Valley and Salisbury District.
Avoid signiﬁcant harm or benign impact?
In the meantime the New Forest District Council has unveiled its ‘Core
Strategy’, a document which will have a huge impact on the National
Park. The two areas are entwined geographically and there is a high
degree of interdependence between the two areas and Authorities. The
number of new homes desired in an area that will, according to their
own ﬁgures, lose population is a major concern. NFDC has consistently
allowed over supply. We are also concerned at the tone. Amongst the
objectives one of the aims is to avoid signiﬁcant harmful impacts to the
National Park. We feel that it should be aiming rather higher than that,
ensuring its proposals have only benign impacts. This smacks of the
incremental policy of damaging the Forest that the Forestry Commission
employed for many decades.
Observation of planning applications, research, comment and sometimes
a presentation at the NPA Planning Committee continues on a week
by week basis. Most applications are relatively small but there is a
cumulative effect and sometimes a principle at stake. Other proposals are
on a much grander scale and require a degree of time to understand the
effects they will have on a community and indeed the whole Forest. The
recent proposals by INEOS for the old AI Centre was one such.
We opposed development plans at New Park, the applicant has now
appealed and we will take part in that process which will require
considerable work. It is perhaps worth re-stating the reasons for our
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initial opposition here. The Council feels that the need for an additional
interpretation/education centre has not yet been ascertained. It therefore
follows that if there was such a need the appraisal of the best location
would follow along with questioning if this was the right time. As with
any planning appeal we would also look at the potential to harm the
Forest should such a large centre be built in the middle of it.
Air Trafﬁc
The Association has a huge wealth of information and understanding to
draw on in connection with many aspects of the Park but the National Air
Trafﬁc consultation has required fresh thinking.
Fortunately we have found a number of local enthusiasts who have
been keen to pursue the process. We have also been able to link in with
the Council for National Parks and the National Park Authority, both
of whom have provided very useful information. The intention is to
increase the area of the Forest which is overﬂown by commercial ﬂights.
Purportedly this is unconnected with expansion plans at Bournemouth
and Southampton. The consultation process has been disappointing in
that the body involved appears to have no real interest in consultation and
despite considerable opposition is intent on its original path unchanged.
Links to other organisations and areas have resulted in an adjournment
debate in the House of Commons which has raised many of our concerns
about the process.
Lyndhurst By-pass
Proposals for a Lyndhurst By-pass have been put forward by Lyndhurst
Parish Council who had suggested a single route that would fragment
the Forest. This was taken up for investigation by Hampshire County
Council. We provided information which we were pleased to see reﬂected
in a wider investigation of the problems around the Forest including
trafﬁc management within Lyndhurst and with as many as 25 bypass
routes considered. We continue to attempt to inﬂuence and monitor the
situation and have been liaising with CPRE Hampshire amongst others.
The County Council will decide how to proceed in the New Year.
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Conservation Areas
The National Park Authority is in the process of unveiling new and wider
Conservation Areas around the Forest. The ﬁrst of these were for Boldre
and the south-east and, more recently, Emery Down through to Bramshaw.
They would seem to offer some useful protection against inappropriate
development.
Old Chestnuts
One of the more tiresome aspects of the Forest is the revisiting of old
ideas that many had thought were dead and buried. The By-pass issue is
one of these; another is the question of highway maintenance. Agreement
was made on this issue back in the 1980s which ensured that there was
no question of widening Forest roads by stealth. A document, supposedly
a draft, has been available for comment following a presentation at the
Consultative Panel in September which proposes ‘cementitious gravel’
for up to a metre on either side of a road that may be no more than three
metres wide at present. Clearly this raises all the possibilities of turning
a quiet, naturally limited, Forest road into a two lane highway with
increased speeds, more trafﬁc and a detrimental result to the Forest at
large and stock in particular.
Improved Coastal Access has been another issue raised by Government
which, whilst seeming to beneﬁt many, actually poses some quite serious
threats to currently protected habitats and tranquil areas. Amongst the
options cited are attempts to make the entire coastline open as against
improving access on existing rights of way.

Peter Roberts
Planning Committee Chairman

One in seven homes in National Parks are
second homes
Source: Frances Voelcker, architect, Snowdonia National Park
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Council for National Parks and the Planning System
The Council for National Parks is the national charity that works to
protect and enhance the National Parks of England and Wales, and areas
that merit National Park status, and promote understanding and quiet
enjoyment of them for the beneﬁt of all. The New Forest Association is
a keen and active member sending representative(s) to attend the regular
meetings held in London. These provide two main purposes: a forum
for meeting other national park society representatives and working with
an organisation that is dedicated to protecting our interests at national
level. The CNP provides a great deal of expertise for such a small
organisation.
In late November the government announced a new Bill for reforming
the planning system. The proposals to speed up the system are laudable
in themselves but there are serious misgivings about how the new system
will work relying as it does on a panel of experts to make far reaching
decisions. It is difﬁcult to understand how such people will be found who
have an adequate grounding in environmental matters within a specialist
area such as the New Forest whilst appreciating the protection that various
New Forest Acts confer upon the area.
CNP as the national body are in a position, with good contacts in
government to advise parliament of the likely impact that this Bill will
have on the parks. A guide to the strength of CNP is that two Lords
(Bridges and Judd) were present and active during the last CNP council
meeting in London. They are both vice-presidents and often speak in
the Lords on national park matters. It is not names, however, that carry
the day but the strength of argument from some very experienced and
articulate staff. We are fortunate in the time they give to the job; whilst
most of their work is based in London they do from time to time visit
the National Parks. Kathy Moore, the chief executive, her deputy, Ruth
Chambers and the chairman Kate Ashbrook visited the New Forest before
Christmas to discuss progress with the various heads of departments at
the NPA headquarters at South Efford House. They took the opportunity
of meeting with us - chairman, William Ziegler, myself and the secretary
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Michael Chilcott - the evening before to ensure they were up to date on
matters that affected the Association.
In general CNP furthers its objectives by:
• working in partnership with National Park Authorities, the
Association of National Park Authorities, the countryside
agencies, National Park Societies, the Corporate Forum for
National Parks and the Friends of National Parks
• lobbying decision-makers in Westminster, Whitehall and the
National Assembly for Wales
• undertaking research into National Park issues
• commenting on changes to planning guidance and monitoring
planning applications
• providing voluntary speakers and information and educational
materials
• discussing environmental improvements with companies
publishing documents

Peter Roberts

Remember us in your will
Please consider mentioning the New Forest Association in
your will
Associations like ours beneﬁt greatly from people having
the forethought to bequeath us a sum in their wills. These
amounts are used to increase our ‘campaign’ funds, and
will give you the prospect of being able to help inﬂuence
important decision-making into the future
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The New Forest Burnet Moth
The featuring of the New Forest Burnet Moth in the quiz which appeared
in the Summer/Autumn 2007 edition of the Newsletter may have raised
false hopes of seeing this delicate red-spotted, day-ﬂying moth. Alas, it
was last seen in 1927 and Zygaena viciae ytenensis is now considered to
be extinct. Fortunately a sub-species has been discovered in Scotland,
where a coastal site is now being managed on behalf of Zygaena viciae
argyllensis.
Reading about this six years ago I wrote, offering our
meadow as a suitable habitat for any surplus livestock
should the project be successful. The sturdier, narrowbordered, 5-spot burnet moth has already joined the
butterﬂies enjoying knapweed nectar on our ﬂowery meadow. By delaying hay-making until the end of August we have encouraged the spread
of meadow vetchling and bird’s-foot trefoil, the food plants of the burnet
moth larvae. The response to my letter was that “the burnet moths are
fully protected by law and so cannot be captured and translocated, but I
shall mention your letter to the conservation agencies, so that they know
of your offer.”
Unfortunately, we have seen fewer burnet moths in our meadow this
summer and the atrocious weather has probably taken its toll of moths on
the Scottish site. Nevertheless, we hope that the New Forest Burnet Moth
will one day be ﬂying again in the area which gave it its name.

Joyce Gifford, Bartley
October 2007
Illustrations of the ‘New Forest Burnet moth’
are from W E Kirby’s Butterﬂies & Moths of the
United Kingdom published by Routledge in the
early years of the 20th century
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Chairman’s Report
National Park Authority
Our informal quarterly meetings with ofﬁcers of the National Park
Authority continue and we are ﬁnding them a useful forum for discussing
a range of issues, particularly the work that the Authority is doing ‘behind
the scenes’. A good example is concerning NATS proposals to increase
air trafﬁc over the Forest where their detailed and professional response
was welcome. The NPA’s discussions with Bournemouth Airport over
their expansion proposals have also been illuminating.
New Forest: New Chapter Policy Formation Dialogue Sessions
Several NFA council members are involved in the New Forest: New
Chapter sessions. These consist of a number of workshops covering
aspects of landscape, conservation, recreation, living and working in the
Forest and are made up of a wide diversity of interested groups. The aim
is to gather and collate the views and concerns of the wider community
and the results will help the NPA arrive at strategies, and ﬁnally policies,
which will hopefully reﬂect this involvement. The sessions will be
continuing into 2008. Ultimately the policies which result, and the NPA’s
ability to carry them through, will be the litmus paper against which their
efﬁcacy will be tested.
National Park Socities Conference
In October 2008 the NFA will be hosting the National Park Societies
Conference and in preparation for this, I attended this year’s conference
in Snowdonia (report on p4). The conference will obviously involve the
Ofﬁcers and Council in a great deal of additional work on top of their
already busy schedules. The fact that there are people willing to give up
so much of their time for the Association never ceases to amaze me and I
can only hope, for the sake of the Forest, that they continue to do so into
the future.
Rural Payments Agency
As you may well have read, a joint effort by the Commoners’ Defence
Association, the Verderers and the National Park Authority has resulted
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in the trebling of the payments made to Commoners for the stock they run
on the open forest. Although this is very gratifying, I am concerned that
some may feel this is the answer to all the problems facing the Commoning
community when, in fact, it will only help towards bringing Commoning
closer to ﬁnancial break-even. It will not solve other long-term problems
such as a lack of affordable housing for young Commoners, which
continues to be a serious issue. To this end, and recognising the vital
importance of Commoning in the Forest, the Association will continue to
work to help solve this problem in any way it can.
Verderer’s Pamphlet - The New Forest: Precious wilderness or
suburban park?
We welcome and support the recent publication of the booklet outlining
“the Verderers’ policies for conserving the New Forest”.
Association Rules
At the AGM in April a change to the Association’s rules was agreed
extending the remit of the Association beyond the 1964 perambulation to
the new National Park boundary. The revised rules are attached as a ‘pullout’ in the centre of this newsletter and should be kept safely.

William Ziegler

Stop Press - Change of Ofﬁcial Verderer
It is with great regret that we have recently heard that the
present Ofﬁcial Verderer, Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre, is not to
stand again for another term.
It is widely recognised within the Forest community that he has
been one of the strongest and most efﬁcient Ofﬁcial Verderers
we have had for many years. Under his leadership the position
of the Verderers, the Verderers Court and their by-laws is
stronger than it has been for decades, and with the help of
others, he has secured ﬁnancial support for commoning on a
scale never seen before. For this he, like the other Verderers,
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has received no payment and has done it purely out of a sense
of duty to, and his love for, the New Forest.
We believe that the Forest owes him a large vote of thanks
for his unstinting work over the last 6 years and trust that his
successor is not chosen because of an ability to toe the line
but for a real commitment and skill in administering this most
important aspect of the New Forest.

William Ziegler

60 years ago

Baker Report & The New Forest Act

The inter-war and war years placed many pressures on the New Forest.
There was an increase in conifer production, lack of maintenance
(drainage, burning, bridges etc.,) and ribbon development was threatening
to make Forest hamlets the “week-end resorts of townsmen” - not to
mention loss of grazing to food production and the legacy of prolonged
military presence.
The Baker Report, written in response to these and other pressures,
appeared in 1947. This was followed by a Bill to ‘...make further provisions
as respects the New Forest...’ which was presented to Parliament in
November 1948. After some amendments and a select hearing, the ﬁnal
Act emerged a year later. It not only changed the constitution of the
Verderer’s Court but also caused fundamental changes in the landscape
which have affected the ecology of the area and many people’s perception
of the New Forest.
“The Chief Verderer should be appointed by the Lord Chancellor... He
should hold ofﬁce for life, subject to an age limit, and receive a salary
commensurate with his duties and responsibilites”
Baker Report, 1947, p77
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60 years ago (continued)

The New Forest Association annual subscription for 1948 was 2/6 and
Life Membership cost £5. Notable among the council members were Col
& Mrs Crosthwaite Eyre, Major Colin Ziegler and Mr R Perkins - commitment often passes through generations, it seems!

Editor

DAVID ADDISON
20th August 1947 - 14th November 2007

With great regret we learned in mid November of the sudden death, following an accident, of NFA member, David
Addison. David, a recently retired architect, was very involved in other conservation and environmental groups, such
as CPRE, both at local and county level. He had served for
18 months on the planning committee of the NFA, and had
recently been co-opted as a council member. An intensely
private person, David impressed those around him with his
great gentleness. RIP.

The deadline for copy to be included in the summer/autumn edition of
the newsletter is 31st May,2008. Please send articles, views and pieces
to The Editor, Georgina Babey, Sirius, Hatchet Close, Hale,
Fordingbridge, SP6 2NF, NEW EMAIL: geebabey@tiscali.co.uk.
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NEW FOREST ASSOCIATION
www.newforestassociation.com

Ofﬁcers

President

Maldwin Drummond, OBE., DL., Cadland House, Fawley,
Southampton, SO45 1AA

Chairman

William Ziegler, Lords Oak Cottage, Landford, Salisbury
SP5 2DW. Tel: 01794 390344
e mail: chairman@newforestassociation.co.uk

Vice
Chairman

Peter Roberts, Sirius, Hatchet Close, Hale, Fordingbridge,
SP6 2NF. Tel: 01725 514480
e mail: peter.robertsnf@tiscali.co.uk

Hon
Secretary

Michael Chilcott, Penny Cottage, Silver Street, Emery
Down, Lyndhurst, Hants, SO43 7DX Tel: 02380 282532
e mail: secretary@newforestassociation.co.uk

Membership
Secretary

Position vacant - the Chairman will ﬁll the roll
temporarily

Hon
Treasurer

Michael Perkins, Critchells Farmhouse, Lockerley, Romsey,
SO51 0JD Tel: 01794 340281
e mail: treasurer@newforestassociation.co.uk

Council Members

Mark Abbott, Georgina Babey, Graham Baker, Geoff Barnes,
Jonathan Cox, Roly Errington, Peter Frost, Pam Harvey-Richards,
David Humbert, Dionis Macnair, Richard Manley, Edward Marris,
Philip Marshall, Anne Millar, Belinda - Lady Montagu, Timothy
Moore, Richard Reeves, Neil Sanderson, Val Thorpe, Jenni Tubbs

Committees

Land Management - Chairman - David Humbert
Planning - Chairman - Peter Roberts
Membership & Development - Chairman - Roly Errington
Recreation - Chairman - Position vacant

Newsletter
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Georgina Babey, Sirius, Hatchet Close, Hale, Fordingbridge,
SP6 2NF. Tel: 01725 514480 e mail: geebabey@tiscali.co.uk

(Ed. - As you can see, there are still vacancies to ﬁll. Feel free to offer your
services to the Council at any time - you will be welcomed!)
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