Members’ Event and AGM
Saturday 22nd April 2017
at Minstead Hall, Minstead SO43 7FX
Dear Friends
In this our 150th anniversary year I should like to invite you to come to our special Members’ Event on
Saturday 22nd April 2017. We shall be focusing on our own activities this time. There are many pressures
on our beloved Forest, and we want to hear your views on what matters most to you. We shall start with
coffee at 10 am and the full programme is below. Guests are very welcome if you would like to bring along
some friends. Please send in the enclosed booking form by 13th April.
The short AGM Agenda and our Annual Report are enclosed. This year’s Annual Report gives you a detailed
picture of our work. Then we shall have two presentations and a panel discussion, a chance for you to ask
questions and raise issues. After lunch we have two interesting activities to offer to you.
Programme (timings after 10.30 am are approximate)
10.00 am
10.30 am
11.00 am

c. 12 noon

12.30 pm

Coffee and tea available
AGM
Members’ event:
Peter Roberts – The lighter side of our history
John Ward – Our Agenda: what have we been doing and how are we getting on?
Panel discussion for you to raise questions and issues for the Friends to address, with
Graham Baker, Clive Chatters, Gale Gould, Brian Tarnoff and John Ward. Please notify us of
your questions/issues in advance on your booking form if possible to allow time for research
where needed, or hand them in at the start of the meeting.
Buffet lunch – please pre-book @£7 per person. Bar open.

Optional afternoon activities – please pre-book:
• Self-guided visit to nearby Furzey Gardens, where the azaleas and rhododendrons should be in flower.
We have negotiated a reduced entry fee of £6.50 (usually £8), and cream tea for £6.95 if you wish.
OR
• 2.30 pm Guided visit (I hour) to Minstead Study Centre, run by Hampshire County Council, which aims
to advance lifelong learning for sustainability. A chance to learn about their innovative educational
work here in the Forest with primary school children and adults. Recommended minimum donation to
the Friends of Minstead Study Centre £5 per person please. (Max. group size 30 people)
We hope very much that you will come along on April 22nd and contribute to the dialogue about our future
priorities.
Yours sincerely
John Ward
John Ward, Chairman
Enquiries to Sheila Ward at sheila.lymington@gmail.com, tel: 01590 671205

New Forest Association Annual General Meeting
to be held at 10.30 am on Saturday 22nd April 2017
at Minstead Village Hall SO43 7FX
AGENDA
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Welcome by the President, Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre
Apologies for absence
Minutes of the 2016 AGM – to approve the minutes
Matters arising from the minutes
To adopt the Annual Report
Treasurer’s report - to adopt the Annual Accounts and appoint the
independent accounts examiner
7. Election of Trustees – Keith Braithwaite, Gale Gould, Peter Roberts. Brandy Gill
and Dionis Macnair are due to retire and have been nominated to stand for reelection.
8. Election of Council members – Bernie Austin, David Humbert, Keith Howe,
Graham Long and Bob Morris are due to retire and have been nominated to
stand for re-election.
9. Election of President:
Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre has been nominated
10.Election of Officers: There are the following nominations
Chair:
John Ward
Honorary Secretary:
Keith Braithwaite
Vice Chair:
Gale Gould
Honorary Treasurer:
Brandy Gill

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the New Forest Association
held at Minstead Hall on 16th April 2016.
Fifty-eight members attended, their names being recorded in the attendance book. The President,
Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre, welcomed them all to the meeting and opened the proceedings.
1
Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence had been received from eighteen members: Geoff Barnes, Elizabeth Batten,
Rosemary Billett, Maureen Bromley-Smith, Barbara Frost, Gale Gould, Beryl Long, Mr and Mrs
Bruce Macartney, Dionis Macnair, Bob Morris, Myra Murray, Barry Olerenshaw, Christine
Parkhouse, Cllr Roy Perry (HCC), Jenny Plucknett, Leo Randall and Roger Sloley.
2
Minutes of the meeting held on 18th April 2015
Approval of these was proposed by John Beaumont and seconded by Graham Baker, and the
meeting approved them.
3
Matters arising
There were no matters arising.
4
Annual Report
Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre elaborated on DEFRA’s eight point plan for National Parks, to which there is
a link on the NFA website. He said that there is some mention of increasing tourism, but this applies
mainly to the northern Parks.
Chairman John Ward then introduced the Annual Report, in particular mentioning development
pressures. Working with the other National Park Societies, the NFA has been able to respond to
Government proposals. He mentioned plans for the 150th anniversary in 2017, and his hope that
members would assist with events and attend them. He thanked Mark Abbott, Emma Blake and
Anne Miller who were retiring from the Council and said how much their work had been
appreciated. He also thanked Graham Long who has finally retired from being Newsletter Editor,
and Mike Chilcott who had also finally retired from the role of Honorary Secretary. He also noted
that Dionis Macnair had joined the Council in 1966 and had therefore served for fifty years, surely a
record.
Brian Tarnoff drew attention to the consultation on the Forest Design Plan which is only due to last
for eight weeks, and said that he is seeking an extension to this period. He also thanked the
members of the Habitat and Landscape Committee.
Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre thanked Council and Committee members for their vital role in the Forest,
commenting that people listen to the NFA.
5
Treasurer’s Report
Brandy Gill reported a small surplus in spite of declining membership subscriptions. He mentioned
that Gift Aid for 2015 was received in 2016 and therefore is not included in the Annual Accounts.
The grant shown was to Jonathan Cox for research on the ancient woodland restocking programme.
Peter Roberts asked about the money earmarked for the Rockford Farm Project. William Ziegler
said that the New Forest Trust would be asking for this at an appropriate time.
Adoption of the annual accounts was proposed by Graham Baker and seconded by William Ziegler,
and was approved by the members without dissent.

6
Election of Council members
Council members Graham Baker, Geoff Barnes and Leo Randall had been nominated for re-election,
and were elected unanimously by the meeting.
7
Adoption of revised Constitution
John Ward reminded members that the previous AGM had unanimously approved a proposal to
revise the constitution. The revised version had been approved by the Charity Commission and
came to the meeting recommended by the Council. He noted that there were two amendments to
the circulated version – John Fawcett was not standing for Council and Graham Long was still
standing to be a Council member.
John Beaumont proposed the adoption of the revised constitution and William Ziegler seconded it.
The meeting approved the adoption unanimously.
8
Report on new membership of the Board of Trustees and Council
John Ward read out the list of Council members and Trustees:
Council members:
Bernie Austin, Maureen Bromley-Smith, Clive Chatters, Jonathan Cox, Roly Errington, Eve Gillmon,
Keith Howe, David Humbert, Graham Long, Leo Randall, Richard Reeves, Neil Sanderson, Jenni
Tubbs
Trustees (who are also Council members):
Graham Baker, Geoff Barnes, Brandy Gill, Dionis Macnair, Brian Tarnoff, John Ward, William Ziegler.
9
Election of President
Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre had been nominated. Brian Tarnoff proposed his election and this was
seconded by Jean Pollard. The election was approved without dissent.
10
Election of officers
John Ward had been nominated as Chairman and Brandy Gill as Treasurer. The posts of Vice
Chairman and Honorary Secretary remain vacant. William Ziegler proposed the election of John
Ward as Chairman and Eve Gillmon seconded this. The meeting approved his election unanimously.
Jean Pollard proposed the election of Brandy Gill as Treasurer and Graham Baker seconded this.
Again his election was supported unanimously by the members present.
There being no other business, the meeting was closed.

Annual Report 2016
Chair
John Ward

Patron
President
Vice-Chair
VACANT

Belinda, Lady Montagu
Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre
Hon Secretary
Keith Braithwaite

Hon Treasurer
Brandy Gill

TRUSTEE BOARD MEMBERS (WHO WERE ALSO MEMBERS OF COUNCIL) IN 2016
Graham Baker
Brandy Gill
Peter Roberts (co-opted) John Ward
Keith Braithwaite (co-opted) Dionis Macnair
Brian Tarnoff
William Ziegler
Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre
Bernie Austin
Geoff Barnes
Maureen Bromley-Smith

COUNCIL MEMBERS during 2016
Clive Chatters
Eve Gillmon
Michael Chilcott
Keith Howe
Jonathan Cox
David Humbert
Roly Errington
Graham Long

Leo Randall
Richard Reeves
Neil Sanderson
Jenni Tubbs

President’s Report
At the time of writing last year’s report I was, along with
everybody else, blissfully unaware of what the future
held and the prospect of an early summer referendum
on membership of the EU, let alone its result, was not
on the radar. Much has happened since then, and some
of the issues upon which we focus as an Association
have changed because of the vote.
Farm Subsidies
The prospect of leaving the EU will potentially have a
profound effect on areas of protected landscape like the
New Forest, and even now there is little indication of
whether or not those effects will be positive, negative
or benign. I speak mainly of the £3 billion or so that is
given annually by the EU to our nation’s farmers and
landowners, which has been guaranteed by the
Government up until 2020. It is what lies beyond that
date that is the great unknown. As an Association this is
of concern since whatever effects farmers here in the
Forest and on its fringes will one way or another affect
the landscape, flora and fauna in the longer term. If
funding for agriculture is changed so that support is
reduced then fragile systems of agricultural practice like
commoning may suffer. We must be vigilant and use all
efforts to influence the Government’s decisions on how
to treat the agricultural sector in the future, which only
represents 0.7% of GDP.
25 Year Plan
The Department for Environment and Farming’s Green
Paper setting out, amongst other things, its
conservation plans for the next 25 years is still in the

pipeline, with a new Secretary of State at the helm.
Once it is published there will be an important period of
consultation in which it will be crucial for all the Forest’s
conservation bodies to take part. At present there is no
indication of what the paper will contain, or what effect
the referendum may have had upon it, so it is difficult
to say what its implications are for the Forest.
Recreation
There is also another consultation much closer to home
that is about to be launched to which this Association
will undoubtedly contribute. A group consisting of the
Verderers, the Forestry Commission, Natural England,
and the County and District Councils has asked the
National Park Authority (which is also a member of the
group) to conduct a Forest-wide consultation asking for
views on what changes do or do not need to be made to
the way we all use the forest for recreation. Its focus will
be on reviewing the existing strategy document, which
was published by the National Park in 2010.
Many of the facilities such as car parks and campsites
were all put in place almost half a century ago, and it is
time for a fresh look at how recreation is managed. The
long-term protection of the landscape must always
come first and I believe that the very simple question
that we should all be asking ourselves as we participate
in the consultation is “What is best for the Forest?”
rather than “What is best for me?”
The results of the consultation will play a major role in
helping the Group to formulate a longterm strategy for

recreation that will carry through for several
generations.
New Housing
Lastly, planning and development remain a constant
concern for the Association, and it is now clear that in
the years ahead tens of thousands of new homes are
due to be built around the Forest’s boundary which will
almost certainly increase the pressures of recreational
use. This housing requirement is no surprise and is part
of a nationwide effort by the Government to provide
more homes for a growing population. The challenge for

us all is to try to mitigate the effect of the new
development, and that will tie-in with having a clear
strategy for the future on how recreational use of the
Forest is managed.
Happy 150th Anniversary NFA!
As always, on behalf of all the members of the
Association, I would like to conclude my report by
thanking the Council for its continued vigilance and hard
work during this, our 150th Anniversary year.
Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre

Trustees and Council Report
Formal meetings of Council were held six times and for
the Board of Trustees four times during 2016. In addition
there were regular meetings of the Habitats and
Landscape Committee and the Planning and Transport
Committee; and also ad hoc meetings of the Anniversary
and Conference working group and the Education
working group. At the end of 2016 there were seven
trustees and sixteen non-trustee members of Council.
We have continued to benefit from our role as a Council
member of the Campaign for National Parks (CNP),
which not only allows us to meet (face to face or through
our email contacts) with other National Park societies to
discuss issues and experiences that we share, but also to
collaborate with them in working through CNP to coordinate responses to government and other national
consultations and draft proposals that will affect
National Parks.
Unfortunately, despite the ‘right words’ being said from
time to time about the importance of National Parks, the
trend of intended national policy changes has been to
reduce the protection of National Parks, or simply to
omit any reference to National Parks perhaps being an
exception to what are otherwise blanket new national
policies. Just one example – draft proposals to allow
significant residential development to be centred on
‘commuter hubs’ with nothing to suggest that
development at Brockenhurst with its mainline railway
station might have a different environmental impact to,
say, at Southampton Parkway railway station.
Examples of consultations and draft proposals crossing
our desk in the year include:
•
•
•
•

The revised National Planning Policy Framework
Bus Services Bill
Government Rural Planning Review call for evidence
Planning and implementation measures in the
Housing and Planning Bill
• Mobile and Broadband Infrastructure Planning
• Defra 8 Point Plan for National Parks
• Highways England Route Strategies

• Government response to previous consultation on
reducing planning regulations
• Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Committee
inquiry into Rural Tourism
• Proposed UK Minerals Strategy (issued by the
industry)
• Housing White Paper
A significant piece of work undertaken by CNP has been
commissioned research about the impacts on National
Parks of major development.
Looking beyond our own shores, CNP made contact with
the European Friends of National Parks International
Network, so we are now part of a European as well as
English and Welsh family of National Park Societies.
Friends of the Lake District and Friends of the Brecon
Beacons attended their inaugural seminar in Koli
National Park, Finland.
While our two important committees for Habitat and
Landscape and for Planning and Transport have
remained firmly focused on what has been happening in
the New Forest, the Association trustees have
necessarily had to devote quite a lot of time through last
year to the future of the Association itself.
The 2016 AGM approved our revised constitution that
we hoped would give us a better ongoing structure for
governance and for discussion about New Forest issues
and priorities through a smaller Board of Trustees
supported by a larger advisory Council.
However, our first and vital task was to try to fill in the
gaps within the Association. We had a Chair and a
Treasurer, but no Vice Chair and no Secretary. With
provision in the constitution for ten trustees there were
just seven in post, two of whom resigned during the
year. There was no one taking responsibility for
functions such as membership, marketing, press and
publicity. And following Graham Long stepping down
after a tremendous stint as newsletter editor, we had no
prospect of publishing another newsletter. Our website

looked tired and was badly out of date in many ways.
Membership numbers were going down. Things could
only get better?
We were also very aware that 2017 would be our 150th
anniversary and it was just 12 months away. If we were
to make the most of this unrepeatable (well for fifty
years at least) opportunity to make a noise about the
Association, what we do and why we are important for
the long-term protection of the Forest we had to pull
ourselves together.
Attempts to fill officer and trustee posts from within the
Association’s membership failed to gain any response,
but we also pursued lots of advertising through internet
volunteer recruitment sites and the volunteer fair. A
great boost came when former Association chairman,
Peter Roberts allowed himself to be co-opted as a
trustee, particularly to help plan for the 2017
anniversary; and Keith Braithwaite joined us to take on
the post of Secretary, not with a great deal of previous
New Forest background but a willingness to help and to
learn. Similarly we have two new outside volunteers to
edit the Newsletter and to lay-out the copy for printing.
Both live outside the Forest, but with the required
editorial and graphics skills. Graham Long has continued
to help with commissioning articles. Other volunteers
have offered to assist with marketing, bookselling,
statistical work and some administration.
We have been keen to work more closely with local
Town and Parish council on Forest issues that affect
them and to make local councillors better informed of
Forest campaigns that we support. With this in mind we
offered affiliate membership to all local council and
were pleased at the response.
The first edition of our new-look magazine, ‘Forest
Matters’ came out in December 2016 and we hope for
the next one to be published before the New Forest
Show this year. We have also launched an e-newsletter
so that we can keep Association members better
informed about what is happening and more frequently
than through a printed magazine alone.
Also at the end of the year our completely new website
was published. Structured around the Association’s
eight Agenda topics and vision the website sets out
clearly what we believe in, who we are and what we do.
We are keeping ‘news’ up to date and trying to offer
more on-line, from communicating with us directly or
through social media and booking places for member
events, to joining as a member or making a donation
with Gift Aid through the Charities Aid Foundation. If you
have not looked at the website recently please do.
A major challenge continues to be making ourselves
known both beyond the Forest and to non-resident
visitors within the Forest. We have continued our
conversation with the National Park Authority about
publicising and growing a membership association that

will have a greater reach than either they or we currently
achieve – working more closely together while retaining
our independence as a critical friend. In exploring
various ways to make the Association more widely
known we decided that rebranding to campaign under
an inclusive, descriptive and easily understood name
was an important step – hence our new brand, “Friends
of the New Forest”. We launched the new brand in a
quiet way with a new leaflet at the New Forest Show and
were pleased at the positive responses we received
from those coming to the stand. The conversation is just
much simpler and more direct:
“Do you appreciate and care for the New Forest?” - Yes
“Do you want the Forest to be protected for the long
term?” - Yes
“Then become a Friend.”
Interestingly, two other National Park societies who are
still labelled ‘Society’ or ‘Association’ have said they
were also thinking of joining the Friends of … National
Park brand and asked how did we get on with the
change?
Once again we sponsored the annual schools
conference, which was organised by the NFNPA and
took place on 8 July 2016 at Beaulieu Hotel and Pony
Sales Yard, attended by over 50 students and their
teachers from Priestlands School, Applemore College,
Hounsdown School and Oasis Academy. On the theme
‘Our Forest, Our Future’, students took part in
workshops on commoning life, forest organisations, the
heathland ecosystem, archaeology, our impacts on the
environment, and animal accidents.
We continued our sponsorship support for the animal
accident ‘advert’ on the back of the New Forest Tour bus
through 2016 and have agreed to provide similar
support for the 2017 summer season.
The National Grid Landscape Enhancement Initiative
was launched in May 2016 to provide a £24m grant
scheme through to 2021 for individual grants up to
£200,000 to projects to reduce the landscape and visual
impact of existing electricity transmission lines. A
successful bid was made from the New Forest for
proposals to underground power lines at Hale Purlieu.
We have attended meetings held by National Grid and
are members of the New Forest Community Liaison
Group. Assessments of the environmental and
archaeological implications are continuing and we will
evaluate these during 2017 before formal planning
applications are made in 2018.
The ‘Our Past Our Future’ £4.4m Heritage Lottery Fund
bid was successful last year. This five-year scheme,
which will undertake 21 projects to restore lost habitats,
develop Forest skills and inspire a new generation to
care for the Forest, is closely aligned to our own adopted
Agenda. Not having the organisation or resources to
directly deliver practical projects, we were not one of

the key bidding partners, but we have joined the scheme
as a recognised sponsor, particularly supporting the
training of apprentice rangers and practical projects to
recover lost landscapes, including removal of non-native
species and improving river water quality.
Having committed ourselves to making the most of our
150th anniversary in 2017 to raise the profile and general
awareness of our Association, what we do and why we
are needed, there was more than enough preparatory
work to do:
• Peter Roberts took on the task of writing the history
of our first 150 years and the resulting book – ‘Saving
the New Forest – was published in November and
launched at the New Forest Centre in Lyndhurst,
• A full programme of educational, informative and
social events throughout 2017 for members was
organised and published in ‘Forest Matters and on
our website,
• Publicity material with our new ‘Friends’ brand has
been produced, and, no small task,
• The National Parks Societies annual conference, ‘Our
National Parks Under Pressure’ has been organised
to take place from 12th October 2017.
Although the New Forest Association was actually
formed in July we decided that our Anniversary Year
should start with the year in January, and, most
appropriately, through a presentment to the Court of
Verderers. Our launch event later in the month was an
evening public meeting in Lyndhurst attended by 200
people to discuss where the New Forest is going and the
challenges before us today. Clive Chatters delivered an
excellent keynote presentation, ‘The New Forest – A
Foot in The Past and An Eye to The Future’, followed by
responses from Alison Barnes, Chief Executive NFNPA,
Bruce Rothnie, Deputy Surveyor FC and Dominic May,
Official Verderer, then public discussion. If you were not
able to attend the full text of the presentations and
transcript of debate are available on our website. Since
then we have held a social event in the form of an
anniversary lunch at MJs restaurant, Brockenhurst
College, attended by our Patron, Belinda Lady Montagu,
representatives from key New Forest organisations and
trustees, Council members and ordinary members of the
Association; and a visit to the Verderers Court with a talk
by Jonathan Gerrelli, Head Agister, followed by a visit to
St Michael and All Angels Church, Lyndhurst to be told
about the church’s architecture and art.

Information about the work of our committees follow in
the reports below, but two key campaigning issues from
2016 that will continue to be with us in 2017 concern
planning and habitats.
The first concerns development impacting on the New
Forest through increased recreational pressures and
traffic. At the beginning of this century New Forest
District Council published a strategy for the new
millennium that looked forward to policies supporting
the local community and economy within the context of
protecting the New Forest and restraining housing
growth in the narrow hinterland abutting the New
Forest. It was to be a sustainable shift from the largescale growth notably from Totton along the Waterside
and within the coastal corridor, Lymington to New
Milton, but also in the Avon Valley. That vision has now
been torn up and proposals for large-scale residential
development around the edges of the New Forest are
once again emerging with scant concern for the
implications of their impact on the Forest.
The second concerns not something happening to harm
the Forest, but something being prevented that would
have continued valuable work to restore and enhance
previously damaged New Forest habitats and
landscapes – the stream restoration proposals for
Latchmore Brook. The way that the debate about this
scheme escalated through social media was a wake-up
call to remind us that campaigning to protect and
enhance the New Forest will look different as we start
our next 150 years to our past campaigns from a 19th
century Art exhibition in London (read the book) to 20th
century public inquiries with scrutinised evidence. No
doubt most of us are weary of endless talk about ‘Posttruth’ and ‘Fake News’ in the wake of a USA presidential
election, but Twitter, social media and the like have a
global reach from which the New Forest is not immune.
False equivalences that give equal standing to an
emotional tweet on social media and a thoroughly
researched corroborated news story apply here too. On
many fronts it is vital for the Friends of the New Forest
to be recognised as a voice for reason in the Forest, able
to bring to bear our expertise and values to support the
habitat and heritage of the Forest and when false claims
may be made in ways that damage the Forest, we need
to counter them quickly and loudly.
Chairman - John Ward

Planning & Transport Committee Report
There remains little between our Association and the
National Park Authority's officers over individual
planning applications. Both sides occasionally make
mistakes and judgements will always vary at the margin.
Enforcement continues to be an area of concern, and

members are asked to report anything suspicious - new
fences, enlarged gardens and outhouses as dwellings in
particular.
Our confidence, and that of other Forest organisations,
in the NFNPA Development Control Committee has been

greatly undermined by the Latchmore wetland decision.
In this case the Authority refused an application despite
having itself set the tests and standards required and
despite all statutory advisers and the Authority's own
officers having agreed the tests and standards had been
passed. Stouter hearts will be required for the more
difficult decisions that lie ahead if we are to preserve for
our children the qualities that caused the New Forest to
be designated a National Park.
The final consultation version of the revised local plan
will be issued in October and, apart from the strategic
implications of proposed large-scale housing
development, much common ground exists. Discussion
continues on several issues including:
• Acceptance that the ecological value of the New
Forest Special Protection Area (NFSPA) is declining,
• Inclusion of a buffer zone similar to Dorset Thames
Basin Heaths around the NFSPA and
• The commoners dwelling scheme.
The lack of affordable housing for local residents,
especially those in land-based industries, continues to
be major concern. We are investigating whether
Community Land Trusts have a role to play and would
welcome advice from anyone with experience of CLTs.
Proposals exist for around 25,000 dwellings immediately
on our doorstep and these will cause problems
individually and collectively. Fordingbridge will put
more traffic on the B3078 and Linwood roads,
Ringwood, Bransgore and Somerford will add to

recreational pressure on adjacent heaths, New Milton,
Hordle, Everton and Lymington will add to Forest bottle
necks and increase traffic on unfenced roads.
Additionally there are proposals for the Waterside at
Fawley and Eling. We are joining with the Campaign to
Protect Rural England to try to limit New Forest District
Council's aggressive expansion plans in undeveloped
land including the Green Belt and to ensure suitable
recreation areas are provided with each development to
limit extra pressure on the Forest. Nevertheless there
are another 125,000 homes a little further away and it is
estimated that collectively these dwellings will result in
an extra one million visitors per year.
If we are to accommodate more recreation and yet
retain some of the remaining essential qualities of the
New Forest, more control over recreation seems
inevitable. It is 52 years since the perambulation was
fenced, 42 since cars and camping were restricted to
designated sites, 25 years (it can't be!) since a blanket
speed limit was introduced and a year since land owners
banned the picking of mushrooms. The next step,
perhaps changes to car park arrangements, should be
only months away. We will campaign for these
challenging but essential issues to be grasped by the
responsible statutory authorities
We are developing mapping techniques and sponsoring
research to help ensure that any new restrictions
maximise gains to the environment and commoning,
while minimising loss of enjoyment by visitors.
Chairman - Graham Baker

Habitat & Landscape Committee Report
Our committee boasts a number of professional
ecologists with collective experience in their fields and
in the Forest of at least a century. We rely on their
guidance to deliver key habitat goals for conservation in
the Association’s Agenda.
Fungi Campaign
We campaigned strongly on this subject and thank the
Forestry Commission (FC) for issuing a “Look, Don’t Pick”
policy for the fungi of the New Forest SSSI on the Crown
Lands. This brought their policy in line with that of the
Trusts, National and Wildlife, on the commons and
reserves they manage within the perambulation, and
fulfilled their duty to the management of our high value
SSSI.
There is still a gap in the byelaws caused by semantics.
The taxonomic reclassification of fungi to a kingdom
separate from plants has orphaned protection under the
byelaws (plants and their seeds, soil, turf, leaf mould,
moss, peat, gravel, slag, sands or minerals are all
protected, so, perversely, taking blackberries, which no
one is bothered about, is not allowed, but neither is it

enforced). Pedants and some professional educational
foragers have pushed back, saying that gathering for
personal use is not strictly illegal, which misses the point
that this is about protecting an internationally
designated ecosystem vitally dependant on fungi. The
precautionary rule requested by the FC is consistent
with their legal obligations to the SSSI, and the consent
to authorise fungi activity from Natural England.
The FC have continued their disruption events targeting
bulk foragers, seizing and destroying harvests. We will
continue to press the FC to prosecute where rare
Schedule species are in evidence, as the scale of
punishment, including vehicle forfeiture and high fines
(£5k per item) available under the CPS guidance for the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 would deter many
unfazed by threat of relatively low fines under the Theft
Act 1964.
New Forest Water Blitz 2016
We had a great response from Association members
volunteering for last year’s New Forest Water Blitz. The
results fed into the Clean Water for Wildlife project and

can be viewed on the Freshwater Habitats Trust website.
The survey showed extremely low levels of nitrates and
phosphates in streams on the open forest, more
evidence of our high quality, high value habitat that
deserves continued protection.
Latchmore Brook
The Forest suffered a serious setback this year when the
planning application for the restoration of the meanders
and catchment of Latchmore Brook was narrowly
refused, leading the Forestry Commission to abandon
the project.
The decision damages the credibility of the National
Park Authority as a body statutorily obligated to
conserve and enhance the natural beauty and wildlife,
which needs to both promote projects that serve that
purpose, and to reconcile its function as a Planning
Authority which may need to weigh in on those projects.
In this instance the members who voted against failed to
use the best available evidence, and ignored expert
advice including that of their own ecologists and
planning officers, and the preponderance of support of
local and national ecological Societies and Trusts.
We have consistently supported the principle of river
and wetland restoration projects and have on
appropriate occasions made Presentments to the
Verderers Court. It was only in August 2016, near the
end of the consultation that we began stating our case
more widely in social media, websites and the local
press, with a series of articles and letters rebutting the
riper claims and outright false rumours that were being
promulgated by opponents of the scheme.
We should have responded sooner. The statutory
agencies had set out the rationale for the proposals but
were not used to having to defend them in an ongoing
dialogue with members of the public who refuse to take
an answer for an answer. In this vacuum, unsupported
conjecture, pseudoscience and patent falsehoods took
hold unchallenged. Everyone supporting the project
was taken aback, ourselves included.
There is a considerable record of similar restoration
projects being successfully implemented. The River
Restoration Centre has recorded over 2,100 completed
restorations since the 1990’s. When the RSPB, and the
Wildlife Trusts, and their ecologists support the
Latchmore Brook project and other Forest wetland
restorations, they do so with their experience, including
many projects on the land they manage. Over 900 were

done to promote fisheries. The Wild Trout Trust exists
primarily to advise and implement these types of
projects. The Cumbria River Restoration Strategy
restored 14 km of river across three catchments (twice
the size of the Latchmore proposal) and won the 2016
UK River Prize for a quite spectacular improvement to an
already much lauded landscape. The notion that these
restorations have positive outcomes is not just received
wisdom, it has backing in a wealth of experience and
practice.
In the light of this, and our own ecologists’ evaluations
of projects past and proposed, we found claims that the
Latchmore proposal would damage the habitat to be
unjustified. That it would be a blot on the landscape,
equally so.
Meanwhile, the deterioration of the Brook and the
Catchment will continue unabated. As there is no
remedy now in sight, Natural England are further
downgrading their condition assessment, and one of
their geologists has now shown that the continued
erosion will soon leave the fossil record exposed to the
elements and it will now be lost forever. The flood risk
downstream goes unmitigated.
The Forest Design Plan
The Forest Design Plan continues apace as we anticipate
a revised draft from the FC before the formal
consultation mid-2017. We are hoping that input from
ourselves and other ecologically knowledgeable
organisations will see a detailed plan for the future of
the inclosures that matches the aspirations already
expressed. We will continue to press the FC on this, but
also support them vocally if they get this right.
Going Forward – England Coast Path
The Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009, an extension
of the CROW Act rambling rights, mandates this National
Coastal Trail. In some regions it may provide useful
alternative recreation, and pleasant coastal views.
However, for the New Forest, Lymington to Calshot is a
nearly uninterrupted series of highly designated and
protected zones of international importance. More
disturbance into these most precious remote coastal
habitats, with little regard for infrastructure mitigation,
erosion, sea level rise should be resisted. The proposed
route for the Highcliffe-Calshot stretch is due to be
published by Natural England in late May 2017.
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