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Letter from our Chairman
Writing at the end of January, it is easier to look back to 2017 than
speculate on what 2018 will mean for the Forest, so I will do that first.
I think we might be allowed to congratulate ourselves that, without
losing sight of important current campaign issues, we took time to
celebrate the 150-year anniversary of our Association. Appropriately,
we announced our anniversary year with a presentment made in the
Verderers Court, gently reminding the Court that the NFA founding
fathers were a major influence in securing the 1877 New Forest Act that
reconstituted the present day Verderers Court.
The year started with the sell-out Future for the New Forest event held
in Lyndhurst, with a keynote talk from Clive Chatters, reviewing the past
and looking into the future, followed by contributions from the NFNPA,
FC and Verderers and lively discussion from an audience of 200.
Thanks to all of you who took part in the programme of social and
informative events that followed through the year. In the autumn we
also hosted the National Parks Societies conference and I am grateful
for the excellent series of presentations and study visits contributed by
various New Forest organisations. We also tried to use the year to make
Friends of the New Forest more widely visible and my thanks go to Gale
Gould, Roger Burfitt and Sheila Ward, who took a new slideshow and
talk on the road. Through their efforts speaking to 20 groups, there are
now 1,000 people who know a lot more about the New Forest, how it
was “saved” by the NFA and the challenges we face today in working
to ensure its long-term protection. We also published Saving the New
Forest – Peter Roberts’ excellent book recording the story of 150 years of
striving to protect the Forest.
For 2018 we decided once again to start the year with a keynote speech
and discussion at a public meeting, this time looking beyond “Brexit”
to the opportunities and complexities of possible new approaches to
financing farming and the environment as we leave the EU, with longterm (25-year) planning and Natural Capital Accounting at the heart
of a way forward. There was agreement that locally designed and led
management would be important, and it is good to know that the
Verderers and others in the Forest Farming Group are collaborating and
talking to Defra. Overall, Merrick Denton-Thompson, who gave the
keynote presentation, was optimistic about the opportunity to seize this
chance for change, but I confess to a remaining doubt that, when all of
the “savings” to be redistributed are added up, it is the countryside and
natural environment that could well be short-changed.
No doubt the two major issues concerning the Forest in 2018 will be
development and recreation. The NFNPA have published their draft
local plan and NFDC’s is to follow. Both are proposing major increases
in housing development within and on the edge of the Forest, which
would inevitably add to the pressures from local recreation and traffic.
NFNPA’s review of the Recreation Management Strategy continues. We
believe that fine words are not enough and now is the time for bold
decisions including a re-thinking of the provision and location of car
parking and camping through the Forest.
But, on a lighter note, there will also be time this year to enjoy and
learn about the Forest. Member events will include visits to see: A
Commoner’s farm (15 April), Coppicing in Pondhead Inclosure (21 April),
Wild flower meadows (3 June), Heathland restoration (6 September) and
more. Read the details and book your place on our website.
John Ward

OUR 150TH ANNIVERSARY
EVENTS SINCE AUGUST
Reception and
private view at
St Barbe Museum
and Art Gallery
In September Friends and their
families and friends enjoyed a
reception and private view at St
Barbe Museum and Art Gallery in
Lymington. They came to see its
post-refurbishment re-opening
exhibition of bronze sculptures
of birds by Geoffrey Dashwood,
whose work is exhibited and
collected worldwide. The curator’s
notes were prepared by naturalist
and television presenter Chris
Packham.
The sculptures were breathtaking
in their simplicity, capturing the
essence of each bird, from the
tiny wren to the huge peregrine
falcon, a sculpture so large that
it had to be displayed on the
terrace outside the building. Chris
Packham’s notes were enthusiastic
(he is lucky enough to own work
by Dashwood) and informative, as
well as very personal, revealing his
own response both to the birds
and to the sculptures.

Geoffrey Dashwood (L) and Chris Packham by the peregrine falcon

Fungi walk at
Rans Wood
Sara Cadbury of the British
Mycological Society and also a
Friends of the New Forest member
led a walk in Rans Wood near
Beaulieu in early October to look
at and learn all about the fungi
of the New Forest. Strolling in
an area of mixed mature pasture
woodland and grassy open
spaces, with a stream and riverine
wooded habitat, the group
enjoyed a fine morning hunting
for and discovering the fungi, and
benefiting from Sara’s extensive
knowledge.

Film show at Beaulieu

Geoffrey Dashwood’s tiny wren
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The last scheduled event of our
150th Anniversary year was a
superb evening of old Forest
films laid on for us by Ralph, Lord
Montagu, in the John Montagu
Theatre at Beaulieu in November.
It was a wonderfully intimate
evening for the two hundred
people present, including a live
interview by Lord Montagu of his
mother, Belinda, Lady Montagu,
about the New Forest Embroidery,
featured in the first piece of film.

The evening covered a real variety
of subjects, including some
amazing footage about the local
prep school which ran gypsy
caravan camping trips around the
Forest in the Sixties of a kind that
would never get past Health and
Safety today! Some of the early
colour film had been retrieved by
Mr and Mrs Husband from Canada
following the death of an aunt,
whom it showed visiting Beaulieu.
The Husbands were present at the
event and were interviewed about
the film by Lord Montagu.
The audience was encouraged
to identify places and people
where they could, although the
film quality at times made this
somewhat difficult. Wildlife filmmaker Manny Hinge, who shares
Lord Montagu’s passion for old
film about the Forest, was also
commenting on the films. The
evening ended with short clips of
his recent work, and the contrast
between the technical quality of
his current work and the old film
was striking.
Finally, Lord Montagu appealed
for anyone knowing the
whereabouts of locally made
films to contact him.
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100TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE PORTUGUESE FIREPLACE
A long-anticipated event finally
took place in late November
when eight people from the
Anglo-Portuguese community
drove down from London to
mark the 100th anniversary of
the arrival in the New Forest
on 23 November 1917 of 150
Portuguese troops.
They had come to assist Canadian
timber workers produce wood
for the war effort, all the British
workers being away at the front.
After our Chair and three other
Members had enjoyed lunch
with the group at the New Forest
Inn, we drove to the Portuguese
Fireplace, which we had decorated
with red and green bunting and
little Portuguese flags. It was a
rather grey afternoon, but dry
enough for us to stand around
the Fireplace. Their group’s leader,
Bernard Hornung, spoke about
the anniversary and their own
fundraising year, of which their
visit was the launch event.

The Anglo-Portuguese group,
with Bernard Hornung in the middle
With no official war memorial
in the UK to the Portuguese war
dead of World War 1, the group
with others are planning two new
memorial windows at the Roman
Catholic Church of St James in
Twickenham.

One will be to the war dead
and the other to the last King of
Portugal, who worshipped and
was a benefactor there.
Forest historian Richard Reeves
then explained more about the
scale of the help given by Portugal
in timber production in Britain,
and the history of the somewhat
unfortunate experiences of
the Portuguese workers near
Lyndhurst. Finally we drank a toast
in Bucks Fizz to Anglo-Portuguese
friendship, Portugal being officially
Britain’s oldest ally. Forest film
maker Manny Hinge came along
to record the unusual event for
posterity.
The sight of the event intrigued
a few walkers passing by who,
when it was explained to them,
were in full support. After the
ceremony, most of those present
took a short circular walk in fading
light in the Holidays Hill Inclosure
before the Anglo-Portuguese
group returned to London.

The Portuguese Fireplace decorated for the day
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NEWS
Green Halo Partnership launched
A hundred business and
community leaders came together
on 22 November last year at
a conference to launch a new
partnership and pledge to ensure
our most precious landscapes work
in harmony with the economy.

The partners identified a range
of actions and projects that will
help maintain and enhance our
natural resources and so protect
the unique character and identity
of the New Forest and surrounding
area.

The Green Halo Partnership – a
New Forest National Park Authority
initiative – brings together
organisations from across central
southern England to protect and
enhance our “natural capital”
– the benefits we derive from
nature, such as clean air and water,
protection from flooding, food and
healthy outdoor activities.

The Partnership wants to ensure
that the natural environment is
seen as an integral part of how
we work and live. Its ambition is
not constrained by administrative
boundaries; opportunities can
come from all areas and all sectors
in and around the National Park –
hence its name, the Green Halo.

Architects, wildlife charities,
councils, utility businesses, health
bodies, universities and civil
engineering firms were among
some 70 organisations signing up
to the Partnership at the launch at
Ordnance Survey headquarters in
Southampton.

New Forest National Park Authority
Chief Executive Alison Barnes said:
“Companies and organisations
attending the launch have shown
that working with the environment
in mind has benefits now and in
the future.

“For example, water-saving
measures are not only good for our
environment but for a company’s
bottom line; designing eco
buildings is not necessarily more
expensive and results in energy
savings and less use of natural
resources; creating communities
with green space is good for
wildlife but also for our health and
wellbeing.
“These organisations have shown
their commitment to creating
a world-class environment and
world-class economy here in the
south.”
The conference included
workshops on four themes aimed
to produce ideas for supporting
the local economy, improving
health and wellbeing, encouraging
sustainable living and enhancing
the natural environment.

For further details see www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/greenhalo

Business and community leaders at the launch in Southampton

Spring/Summer 2018
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SEE MORE! TAKE THE NEW FOREST
TOUR AND BEACH BUS
Mark Holroyd explains how the
National Park Authority and other
institutions, by encouraging visitors
and residents to leave their cars
at their accommodation or at
home, can improve both their own
experience – and the everyday life
– of the Forest.
The New Forest’s reputation for
traffic congestion travels far. Our
congestion problems are as much
about our road layout as they
are about volume of traffic, but
the impacts on our reputation,
air quality, tranquillity, animal
accidents, other road users and
visitor experience are clear.
In the absence of “sticks” to
force travel behaviour change,
we have been searching for the
best “carrots”. Here we focus
on the work of the National Park
Authority (NFNPA) and its partners
to incentivise visitors to travel by
bus by creating appealing travel
experiences, so that everyone
can see more of the Forest
and minimise impact. Two key
experiences are the New Forest
Tour and the Beach Bus.

All aboard the
New Forest Tour
The New Forest Tour has operated
in many different forms for many
years, but it’s in the last nine years
that the service has evolved into a
commercially viable operation (no
subsidy) run jointly by the NFNPA
and local bus operator Go South
Coast, with financial support from
local advertisers.
Now with three open-top routes
throughout the summer months,
the Tour helps visitors to explore all
corners of the National Park with
an informative audio commentary
that delivers key “caring for”
4

messages as well as history and
fun facts about the Forest. The
guidebook includes exclusive – and
significant – discounts for Tour
customers at attractions en route.

opportunity came with the 112
service between Lymington and
Hythe, which operates three days a
week all year round, linking some
of the smaller villages.

The fare structure encourages
visitors to travel as a group over
multiple days – making it ideal
for families on holiday. We have
partnerships with accommodation
providers throughout the Forest
who sell tickets directly to guests
at reception, some even including
them within their room rate! All
of which helps to make cars an
unnecessary part of a stay in the
National Park.

During the summer months, we
tweaked the route of the 112 to
take in more of the key attractions
of this coastal area of the National
Park – Beaulieu, Buckler’s Hard,
Exbury Gardens and Lepe Country
Park. These are all locations you
would normally struggle to reach
without a car, so we were pushing
at an open door to get their
support. We used government
funding to invest in increasing the
frequency of the service to almost
hourly, so it became practical
to use the service for a day out
with some flexibility. The 112 was
transformed into the Beach Bus.

Every year some 40,000 passenger
journeys take place on the New
Forest Tour, and all year round the
back-of-the-bus adverts for local
businesses are displayed across the
area – including an animal accident
reduction advert supported by the
Friends of the New Forest. We put
the Tour’s success down to a key
principle: it isn’t really a bus – it’s
a visitor experience. We hope that
by continuing to think this way,
it will continue to draw people
out of their cars and remain a
commercially viable service.

The fun way to
the Beach!
In 2012/13, Hampshire County
Council started to feel the impact
of significant reductions in the
subsidies available to support local
bus services, which led to concern
about the viability of some routes.
The NFNPA began to look at
how we could apply some of the
principles developed through the
New Forest Tour to other services.
How could we encourage more
visitors to use a service, in order
to sustain a route that supports
the needs of local people? Our

We tried to develop the experience
and the brand, to create
compelling reasons for travel
on the route. Our vehicles were
single-decker buses – less inspiring
than having the wind in your
hair on an open-top deck! So we
rode the wave of a “retro” design
trend associated with old railway
posters of the past with the help
of Lymington designer Bradley
Hutchings. It transformed the
vehicles and the route completely
into something eye-catching as
they drove around the area. In fact,
the designs of our bus-stop flags
and posters were so appealing
that some were stolen in the first
year, and so we started to sell
them in local shops, creating an
unexpected income stream to
support the service!
We still needed a compelling
reason to travel, and our unique
selling proposition (USP) came
in the form of a free ice cream
for fare-paying passengers at
FOREST MATTERS

Lepe Country Park! Some 600
ice creams (and Flakes) are issued
every year – giving us an excuse to
register the service as the “Number
99”! Generous discounts at
attractions on the route provide an
additional incentive for passengers,
focusing them in the places best
equipped to welcome them.
Operating for five weeks, the
Beach Bus carries around 8,000
passenger journeys every summer.
We are especially grateful to New
Forest Ice Cream and ExxonMobil
who sponsor it. The service is not
without its challenges: in particular,
the imbalance of full fare-paying
customers to concessionary pass
holders is becoming an increasingly
sensitive issue.

economy and sustain services that
wouldn’t ordinarily exist for the
benefit of local residents.
Find out more about car-free ways
to travel around the National Park
at www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/
travel
If you’re interested in learning
more about improving visitor

bus services, we’ve developed a
Visitor Bus Toolkit for protected
landscapes available here: http://
www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/
downloads/download/286/
visitor_bus_toolkit
Mark Holroyd is the National Park
Authority’s Transport, Access and
Sustainable Tourism manager.

The open-top New Forest Tour Bus and its
FoNF-sponsored advertising

While the New Forest Tour
is exempt from accepting
concessionary bus passes (offering
a discount instead), the Beach Bus
is not eligible for this exemption.
The fixed fare the bus operator
receives is less than the cost, and
the number of concessions using
the service is increasing; we need
to attract more full fare-paying
passengers to keep the service
operating in the long-term.

Delivering all-round
benefits
The success of both these services
lies in their ability to deliver for
both our National Park purposes
and duty, at limited cost to the
taxpayer. By reducing the need
for visitors to travel around the
Forest by car, we help to reduce
the number of vehicles on the road
and protect the National Park in a
small way.
We help the public to understand
and enjoy the things that make
the Forest special through our
informative commentary and
guidebooks, as well as providing
a “grandstand” view of the
surrounding landscape rather than
of the tarmac and exhaust fumes
ahead! And finally, by delivering
customers directly to local
businesses, we support our rural
Spring/Summer 2018
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MOVING BACK: THE FOXBURY
HEATHLAND RESTORATION PROJECT

In 2006 the National Trust purchased Foxbury, a
150-hectare site of mixed evergreen plantation
on the edge of the New Forest next to an already
owned common. The aim was to restore Foxbury
back to the lowland heathland and mixed deciduous
woodland habitats that historical records tell us it
once contained and, for the first time ever, reconnect
an extensive area of the New Forest’s lost habitat.

© National Trust/John Millar

Since then the majority of the plantation trees have
been removed, native species have been retained
and Foxbury is once again rich in wildlife, with gorse,
heather, grasses, bracken, scrub and wildflowers
having re-established across the entire site. It is
grazed by belted Galloway cattle, owned by a local
Commoner, which are able to browse the difficult
roughage. Current open-space habitat management
involves continued removal or control of invasive
species, such as rhododendron, bracken, pine and
birch saplings. Ponds and ditches on site will also be
backed up to create mires and bogs.

Wildlife-wise, Foxbury now has one of the densest
nightjar populations in the New Forest, and breeding
Dartford warbler, woodlark, adder, silver-studded
blue butterflies and over 17 species of dragonfly and
damselfly – key indicators of good habitat health and
likely accomplishment of the project’s aims.

Community involvement
With such an undertaking of habitat restoration, we
knew local community involvement was fundamental
for long-term success.
Tree planting has been the perfect engagement
activity; when people have personal involvement
in creating a woodland, they feel invested in it – it
becomes “their” woodland. They will also enjoy
re-visiting and will care what happens to it. So far
over 150 people have helped us plant trees, survey
for wildlife and maintain the heathland, clocking up
over 500 volunteer days. We have worked alongside
groups such as the Prince’s Trust, the John Muir
Award, Women’s Institute, scouts, cubs and local
schools.
© National Trust/Dave Johnson

The Forest has many different
landowners, including the
National Trust, and over
100 interest groups and
stakeholders who shape its
future. In a landscape without
boundaries, the importance
of partnership working is
paramount. The National
Trust’s Jacob White tells why.

Tree planting involves people of all ages

Grazing cattle keep invasive vegetation at bay
We are also creating 50 hectares of native
broadleaved woodland (25 hectares of which is
a designated Planted Ancient Woodland Site) to
increase habitat diversity and ensure a productive,
sustainable future for Foxbury through timber sales
and wood products.
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We hope this ongoing involvement and volunteering
by the local community will help foster a close
relationship and create ambassadors for the site,
resulting in a local group committed to help look
after Foxbury’s woodlands and wildlife long term.

A unique opportunity
The New Forest is open-access land, and it is coming
under ever-increasing visitor pressure through
recreation, with over 13 million day visits every year.
This has impacts on both the environment and the
Commoners’ livestock.
FOREST MATTERS

Foxbury, however, is not open-access but is restricted
to an invitation-only policy. Initially this led to some
friction from the local community, many of whom
used to unknowingly trespass through the plantation.
The majority are now fully supportive of the project
due to its benefit to the local environment and
contributions to the local community. The fact that
there are 26,000 hectares of open-access lowland
heathland in the New Forest to explore is reason
enough to restrict the 150 hectares of Foxbury to
ensure a successful habitat restoration and
re-establishment of heathland species.
We want to use Foxbury to offset recreational
pressures from the open Forest and lessen their
impact. With five miles of gravel tracks left by timber
extraction to use, and livestock separated away from
any activities, users can enjoy the landscape and
nature without disturbing the wildlife or causing
detriment to habitats. This also creates a safe space
for vulnerable groups to enjoy the Forest. We have
also hosted events for Sarum Orienteering, Disabled
Ramblers, Hearing Dogs Charity, Wildlife Trust, Pony
Club and local horse riders.

National Park Authority (NFNPA), which has
the long-term aim of conserving the Forest’s unique
environments, way of life and history. The project
involves 11 partners including the NFNPA, Wildlife
Trust, Hampshire County Council, Commoners
Defence Association, Verderers, Forestry Commission,
Freshwater Habitats Trust and many more. This has
led to a great culture of partnership working that is
expected to continue post-project.
The funding is helping us to better facilitate Foxbury’s
long-term aims through:
•

Habitat restoration – tree planting and future
woodland maintenance of the site, including
tools, trees and volunteer training.

•

Access – the improved site entrance track and car
park using grass-protection matting will mean
that Foxbury can be used all year round. A bird
hide by the ponds and a new planned boardwalk
enables visitors to go pond-dipping and learn
about what lives out on the bog.

•

Facilities – the installation of three cabins,
providing shelter, meeting space, classroom and
volunteer/educational equipment storage. An allaccess compost toilet has also been installed.

•

Interpretation – installation of new Trust
outdoor orientation signage, finger posts and
experimental sculpture, banners and sensory
learning interpretation.
© National Trust/Dave Johnson

© National Trust/Jacob White

Education and learning

School pupils surveying heathland vegetation
Foxbury is being used to help people, especially
children, get outdoors and closer to nature, through
events that help people connect with the New
Forest’s historic culture, its wildlife and the key
messages of conservation and sustainability.
This ranges from our weekly Forest School, where
under-fives get involved in outdoor learning activities,
to a regular visit from Thornden School from
Southampton, who undertake heathland fieldwork
study, to our programme of ranger-led wildlife events,
where visitors can observe the protected wildlife that
we are trying to conserve.

“Our Past, Our Future”
In 2014 we signed up to the four-year, £4.4million
New Forest landscape partnership project known as
“Our Past, Our Future” headed by the New Forest
Spring/Summer 2018

Shelter/storage for community/school groups
The project has also given us targets, including
working with seven youth groups, eight community
groups, 14 school visits to site and over 500 volunteer
days over the next four years – all of which we are
already meeting or exceeding.

Projected outcomes, aims and
measures
First and foremost Foxbury is a site of wildlife
conservation. Our primary aim is to increase the
richness of heathland habitat and associated
biodiversity, creating a healthy, more beautiful
environment.
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This will be supplemented through educational
visits and experiences that move, teach and inspire;
encouraging responsible recreational use of the wider
Forest in tandem with our partner organisations.
Measures of success for the project include an
increase in population and diversity of key indicator
species of lowland heathland in Foxbury, and an
increase in Foxbury’s productive sustainability with
self-funding through event and wood-product
income.
The changes in human behaviour and levels of
understanding are being measured through feedback
forms, visitor numbers and diversity of engagement
with different community groups. This may in turn be
measured on the open New Forest through a decrease
in the negative impacts on the environment associated
with high recreational pressure.

Foxbury evolves every year, becoming increasingly
relevant to wildlife conservation, sustainable
recreation, learning and a productive resource for
our New Forest team. Another forthcoming Heritage
Lottery Fund project may also see local artists visit the
site, helping a more diverse group of people connect
with wildlife and local culture.
For our events programme and opportunities
to get involved, see the National Trust website
– www.nationaltrust.org.uk/newforest – or call
01425 650025.

Jacob White is National Trust Communities Ranger,
New Forest, Hampshire.

Members’ Day and AGM
Saturday 21 April 2018
at The Barn, Foxlease,
Lyndhurst, SO43 7DE
Programme (timings after 10.30 am are approximate)
10.00 am

Coffee and tea available.

10.30 am

AGM

11.00 am

Members’ event:

		

New Forest Curlew Project - Talk by Professor Russell Wynn.

		
		

Update on Recreation Management Plan Review - Nigel Matthews,
Head of Recreation, NFNPA.

c. 12 noon
		

Panel discussion for you to raise questions and issues for the Friends to address,
with Clive Chatters, Gale Gould, Brian Tarnoff and John Ward.

12.30 pm
		
		
		
		

Buffet lunch (£7 per person, or bring your own sandwiches).
(Buffet lunch must be pre-booked – online at the Events page of our website
www.friendsofthenewforest.org or post a cheque (payable to New Forest 			
Association) with your name to Secretary, Friends of the New Forest,
32 Leigh Road, New Milton, BH25 5JY.)

Afternoon activity
1.30 pm
Guided walk led by a member of the Pondhead Conservation Group to explain
		
the history and current clearance and coppicing work going on in the nearby
		
Pondhead Inclosure.
Duration: 1 - 1½ hours. Dogs permitted.
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New Forest Association (Registered Charity No: 260328)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

To be held at 10.30am on Saturday 21 April 2018 at The Barn, Foxlease, Lyndhurst, SO43 7DE

AGENDA
1. Welcome by the President, Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre
2. Apologies for absence
3. Minutes of the 2017 AGM – to approve the minutes (A)
4. Matters arising from the minutes
5. To adopt the Annual Report (B)
6. Treasurer’s report – to receive and adopt the Annual Accounts and appoint the independent accounts examiner
7. Election of Trustees – Brian Tarnoff and William Ziegler are due to retire and have been nominated to stand for
re-election
8. Election of Council members – Clive Chatters, Jonathon Cox, Roly Errington, Eve Gilmon, Richard Reeves, Neil
Sanderson and Jenni Tubbs are due to retire and have been nominated to stand for re-election. Ann Sevier has been
nominated to stand for election.
9. Election of Officers: There are the following nominations:
Chair: John Ward					
Honorary Secretary: Vacant				

Vice Chair: Gale Gould
Honorary Treasurer: Brandy Gill

10. Election of President: Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre has been nominated
11. Election of Vice-President: Peter Frost has been nominated

A Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the New Forest Association
Held at Minstead Village Hall on Saturday 22 April 2017
Seventy-six members attended, their names being registered in the attendance book.
1. Welcome by the President. At 10.30am, the President, Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre, welcomed everyone and opened the
meeting.
2. Apologies for Absence. Received from eleven members, namely Rosemary Billett, Margaret Deem, Mrs. HeathcoteHacker, David Humbert, Graham Long, Rollo and Anne Malcolm-Green, Pamela Marlow, Bob Morris, Neil Sanderson,
Jenni Tubbs.
3. Minutes of Meeting held on 16 April 2016. The meeting approved the minutes unanimously.
4. Matters Arising from the Minutes. The meeting agreed any matters could be included in the later discussion.
5. To Adopt the Annual Report. The meeting approved the Annual Report unanimously.
6. Treasurer's Report. Brandy Gill told the meeting that income was much the same as in 2016 at £15,307, the
difference being a gratefully received legacy of £2,000.
- Expenses were higher following the rebranding of the Association, including, for example, the new website design
and build and the redesign of the leaflets.
- More grants had been given this year, including £11,500 to sponsor the Apprentice Rangers Scheme and for
Restoring Lost Landscapes. Another £3,000 went to the New Forest Trust for a smooth snake survey.
- Cash funds had reduced by £10,000 and transfers between accounts had taken place in order to attract better
interest rates. Overall, the New Forest Association was in a comfortable position.
- Before closing, Brandy noted that payments totalling £25,000 for the Rockford Farm project had commenced, but
only in the present financial year. The meeting unanimously voted to approve the Financial Report and to re-appoint
the independent accounts examiner.
7. Election of Trustees. Keith Braithwaite, Brandy Gill, Gale Gould, Dionis Macnair and Peter Roberts, having been
previously nominated and seconded, were elected unanimously as Trustees by the meeting.
8. Election of Council Members. Council members Bernie Austin, Keith Howe, David Humbert, Graham Long and Bob
Morris, having been previously nominated and seconded, were re-elected unanimously by the meeting.
9. Election of President. Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre had been previously nominated and seconded to the position and was
subsequently re-elected unanimously by the meeting.
10. Election of Officers. John Ward had been previously nominated and seconded as Chair, Gale Gould as Vice Chair,
Brandy Gill as Treasurer and Keith Braithwaite as Honorary Secretary. The meeting re-elected the candidates into the
appropriate offices unanimously.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 10.50am.
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John Ward
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Dionis Macnair

Brian Tarnoff

William Ziegler

COUNCIL MEMBERS during 2017
Bernie Austin

Jonathan Cox

David Humbert

Richard Reeves
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Graham Long

Neil Sanderson

Clive Chatters		

Eve Gillmon

Bob Morris
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Michael Chilcott

Keith Howe

Leo Randall

Jenni Tubbs

Trustees and Council Report
Formal meetings of Council were held six times and
of the Board of Trustees four times during 2017. In
addition, there were regular meetings of the Habitats and
Landscape Committee and the Planning and Transport
Committee; and also ad-hoc meetings of the Education
Working Group. At the end of 2017, there were eight
Trustees and sixteen non-trustee members of Council.
We have continued to share issues and experiences
with other National Park Societies and as a Council
member of the Campaign for National Parks (CNP); and
have collaborated with them to co-ordinate responses
to government and other national consultations and
draft proposals that will affect National Parks. Examples
of national consultations and draft proposals with
implications for the New Forest that have crossed our
desks in 2017 include:
•

Department of Transport consultation on
the future of strategic roads

•

Emergency Services Network (ESN) – mobile
communications

•

Campaign for Better Transport Report

•

Ofgem open letter on RIIO-2 Framework

•

Electricity transmission owner stakeholder
consultation

•

Government Housing White Paper

•

Government proposals for Permitted
Development Rights

•

Proposed UK Minerals Strategy.

We have held informal liaison meetings with the National
Park Authority and Forestry Commission; and attended
various New Forest forums and working groups, including
the Consultative Panel and meetings of the Verderers
Court.
The Friends of the New Forest were in evidence on stands
at the New Forest Show and at Roydon Woods Woodfair.
Sponsorship funding support was given for the animal
accident “advert” on the back of the New Forest Tour bus
through 2017; and also for the “Our Past Our Future”
projects for ranger training and for habitat restoration.
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The Association had previously committed to support the
project to develop housing for Commoners at Rockford
Farm and during 2017 we contributed to the costs of
preparing drawings and making a planning application.
On the research side, we made a funding contribution to
the New Forest Curlew Project.
2017 was, of course, our 150th Anniversary year. At the
end of 2016 we launched Saving the New Forest, the
book written by Peter Roberts telling the story of our
Association. It has been selling well throughout 2017.
The story of the Association and the New Forest from
the mid-19th century until today was put together into a
slide show presentation. This has been given to more than
20 groups, reaching over 1,000 people, most of whom
had not previously heard of us and gaining donations to
support our work to protect the Forest.
We organised and hosted the National Parks Societies’
annual conference, held this year in October at Balmer
Lawn Hotel and attended by 50 delegates from other
national parks, the Campaign for National Parks, other
national bodies and New Forest organisations.
During the year our Anniversary programme provided
16 events. Walks and visits included: the Verderers Court
and Lyndhurst Church, Archaeology in Sloden Inclosure,
Caring for Pondhead Inclosure, Needs Ore, Rockford and a
Fungi Walk at Rans Wood. Following the AGM there were
options to visit Furzey Gardens or Minstead Study Centre.
Two events were held specifically to celebrate the 150year anniversary:
•

Lunch at MJs restaurant was attended by our
Patron, Belinda Lady Montagu, and President, Oliver
Crosthwaite Eyre, together with NFA Members and
Trustees, affiliated Parishes and representatives from
the Forestry Commission, Verderers, Commoners
and National Park Authority.

•

Council members and invited guests gathered at
the Crown Hotel in Lyndhurst on 22 July to raise a
glass and mark the day on which the New Forest
Association was founded.

We held two receptions and exhibition private views – The
New Forest Open Art Exhibition at the New Forest Centre,
and New Forest Bird Sculpture by Geoffrey Dashwood at
St Barbe Museum and Gallery.
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Purely social events proved to be less popular with Friends
of the New Forest and a summer garden party and an
autumn golf day were cancelled due to lack of support.
Unfortunately the intended Frohawk Walk was also
cancelled at short notice, due to a gypsy drive-in clashing
with this event.
Ours was not the only anniversary this year. It was the
800th anniversary of the New Forest Charter and panels
about the New Forest Association were included in a
display at the New Forest Centre. In November we hosted
a small delegation from the Anglo-Portuguese community
who visited the New Forest in November to mark the
100th anniversary of the arrival of 150 Portuguese troops
to assist with timber production for the war effort.
Two large events for 200 people, both of which were
booked out with waiting lists, provided the bookends for
the Anniversary Year.
The first was “What Future for the New Forest – A Foot
in the Past and an Eye to the Future”, with a keynote
address from Council member, Clive Chatters, followed
by responses from Alison Barnes, Chief Executive of
the New Forest National Park Authority, Bruce Rothney,
Deputy Surveyor for the New Forest, and Dominic May,
Official Verderer, together with the audience. Clive
identified the management of recreation in the Forest as
being a key issue, and concluded that “this generation’s
responsibility to secure the future of the Forest now lies
with us”. By the end of the evening there seemed to be an
emerging consensus, particularly with respect to recreation
management, that it feels like “one of those moments
for bold decision making”.
Recreation management continued to be a major issue for
us through the year. There have been several presentments
to the Verderers Court echoing similar concerns, and at the
New Forest Show the National Park Authority launched a
consultation on reviewing their Recreation Management
Strategy. We responded to this consultation and also
opened up a dialogue on the subject with the Forestry
Commission. We believe this is the most pressing issue
needing to be addressed within the Forest and significant
action must to be taken to review and change the
recreation infrastructure within the Forest. To succeed, this
must be driven by the statutory authorities with as much
vision as those who implemented the 1971 Conservation
of the New Forest proposals and not just end in fine words
but with little tangible effect.
Chair - John Ward

Planning & Transport Committee Report
It is difficult to read the 2016 Planning Report and not to
conclude that 2017 has been a largely wasted year. You
will therefore excuse any frustrations that show.
There remains little disagreement between our Association
and the National Park Authority (NPA) over individual
planning applications. In the defined villages we are
succeeding in coping with the need to increase central
housing densities without disturbing the spacious nature
elsewhere and coping with the reduction in retail outlets
without losing the vitality of High Streets. Residents agree
that the type of housing required is modest, suitable for
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younger people starting out and older people downsizing.
But we are challenged by developers' desire to build what
is most profitable without regard to local need; currently
this is managed flats for old people who can afford high
charges.
Second-home ownership and short-term letting are
growing at a rate that could exceed the planned increase
in housing numbers. This sometimes requires planning
permission and it is always worth knowing the extent of
the problem, so please let us know if it is happening near
to you.
In the countryside, problems remain dispersed but
accumulatively erode character and traditions. Commoning
properties are sold to the extremely well-off who then
seek to convert their humble holding into something
else. Extensions are maximised, tatty outbuildings are
replaced by three-car garages with fully equipped offices
above, large loose boxes are replaced by a row of pretty
stables, ménages replace a pleasing adjacent paddock
and elaborate electric gates or cattle grids replace five
bars. Any common grazing land owned outside the new
fence is "tidied” – which usually means easing the entry
of the Land Rover Evoque by dumping tonnes of gravel on
common grazing land. Often these activities do not break
planning rules. Where they do, we seek first to have the
applicant reconsider and secondly seek refusal.
Discussions continue on the revised Local Plans of the
National Park and NFDC. We have achieved protection for
the NF Special Protection Area broadly similar to that of
the Thames Basin Heaths. This caused several proposed
housing sites to be withdrawn, but rather than reduce
numbers, NFNPA sought more sites, previously considered
unsuitable, to keep the likely new dwelling numbers at
around 35 per annum. The average house price in the Park
is £581,000, over 15 times average earnings and there is
a desperate need for affordable homes for local people.
The NPA recognise the problem but their solutions lack
ambition. We believe a straightforward policy that all new
housing should be affordable stands the best chance of
resisting incessant government meddling and developer
manipulation and that the NPA should accept a greater
role in securing under-utilised publicly-owned land in the
villages for development.
Since we have become a National Park, the NPA's
own data reports that the success of many species of
ground- and low-nesting birds has suffered a "marked
decline". The universally agreed cause is disturbance from
recreation and the extra dwellings being built around the
New Forest will result in an additional million visitors per
annum, considerably worsening the problem. Despite
this, it is difficult to find any action stemming from the
NPA’s 75-page Recreational Management Strategy since
its publication in 2010. The Planning Committee will do
all it can to ensure the emerging Local Plans recognise
recreational pressure on the National Park as the primary
problem facing the New Forest and that compensation
from developers is used in forthright measures to reverse
the problem. The relocation or closure of Forestry
Commission car parks will be one of the most effective
management tools in reducing disturbance and we have
developed sophisticated mapping techniques to measure
levels of disturbance from them.
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In 2017, planning volunteers have scrutinised over 1,000
planning applications, responded to a dozen consultations,
developed maps, maintained good relationships with the
parishes, plotted aircraft routes and surveyed overhead
cable routes (with some success; the line south and west of
Burley is to be buried in 2018). Our thanks go to them all.
Chair - Graham Baker

Habitat & Landscape Committee Report
Once again, I am full of gratitude and amazement at
the generous contributions of our committee members
this year. This included countless hours volunteered to
pour over one of the most vital consultations we’ve seen
in some time, and days spent trudging the Forest in all
weathers on site visits for works proposed by the Forestry
Commission on the open Forest.
The Forest Design Plan - Consultation continued this
year. Our ecologists took part in round-table discussions
on this year’s draft, a palpable improvement over the
March 2016 version. The detail, which had concerned
us previously, now was much more in line with the
commitment from the 1999 Minister’s Mandate (strongly
supported by subsequent policy) to restore pasture
woodlands, heathlands, valley mires and Ancient and
Semi-Natural native woodland, and favour broadleaves
over conifer. In these meetings, Forestry Commission staff
expressed sound underlying principles that would serve
this plan, both in its current form and going forward, to
manage towards these goals.
Our main quibble is that the documentation of the plan
does not adequately express those principles. This may
seem a small thing, given how close the detail plan is to
delivering many of our Association’s goals, but without
them in place the plan may not be able to show its
logic adequately to stand on its own against Habitats
Regulations Assessment, or possible changes in future
management of the Forest which could veer away from
the promise this plan holds.
After the public consultation on the plan, the Forest
Services review determined that consent under
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) regulations is
required for the deforestation proposals (some areas being
returned to open Forest habitats). Forest Enterprise has
been tasked with producing an Environmental Statement
for consideration, and we are amongst the stakeholders
invited to a scoping exercise in January 2018. DEFRA have
agreed to roll forward some elements of the FC’s expired
felling licence, which depended on the now unknown date
for approval of the plan by the Inspectorate for renewal.
Wetland Restoration Strategy - In a similar spirit of
openness, the Forestry Commission proposed a Wetland
Restoration Strategy at a well-attended December
workshop including representatives across the spectrum of
the debate. In addition to more constructive engagement
with all stakeholders, we hope this will lead to a
monitoring programme that is apt, affordable and will
adequately support future efforts.
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England Coast Path - Understandably, our section of
Coast, with a nearly uninterrupted series of very protected
habitats (some garnering between four and five layers of
designation, nationally and internationally), has been a very
thorny problem for Natural England, who have nudged the
consultation forward throughout the year. Once mooted
for March 2017, now February 2018.
Although a habitat-adjacent inland route may be viable,
the coastal margin created by the default spreading
room designated in the Marine and Coastal Access Act
2009 would potentially create up to 3,500 acres of new
access land on these easily disturbed habitats, where it
would cause irreparable damage. We hope that Natural
England will exclude these, but even if they do, the
Ordnance Survey will not show those exclusions. Our main
role currently seems to be to remind one and all of the
immense importance of our Coast with greater fragility
and importance than the precious habitats of the Crown
Lands that typically draw our focus.
Recreation Management Strategy - The welcome review
of the NPA’s Recreation Management Strategy has been
mentioned above in this annual report. Unfortunately,
the public survey reiterated paragraphs from the current
strategy alongside each potential subject heading, leaving
some confused as to whether to respond to these remarks
or implicitly approve them. For our response, we asked that
the next RMS should feature priority projects with clear
objectives and timeframes. We proposed a comprehensive
review of recreation infrastructure within the park,
including surveys of habitats, campsites and parking, with
actions leading to a provision that is “fit for purpose”.
We proposed initiatives to raise the profile of the National
Park so the decision makers of adjacent Authorities and
communities become more aware of their impacts on
the Forest and “Section 62 Duties”, create adequate,
proportional mitigation, and petition Central Government
for more strategic targets to take pressure off the Forest.
We also asked for clearer messages in Education that
would easily highlight the Forest’s need for protection as
a National Nature Reserve, Working Farm and Working
Forest.
Going Forward - Other areas of concern to address in
2018: Along with Associated British Ports revisiting their
goal of a deep-water container port at Dibden Bay, our
Association and the whole of the Forest will be facing
many challenges for renewed development of the already
heavily urbanised Waterside. This includes the proposal by
Fawley Waterside Ltd for the development of a new town,
with an estimated population of 3,500 on the site of the
Fawley Power Station. The development on the brownfield
portion of the site, originally exempted from the National
Park, might be hard to resist, but the current proposal
includes a “village” built out into the National Park on Tom
Tiddler’s Ground, which is a young coastal grazing marsh
and forms a rough habitat that is prime for rehabilitation.
Chair - Brian Tarnoff
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OPINION
The impact of gender on an ancient landscape
Gale Gould suggests why many
people, despite significant aspects
to the contrary, have a male-centric
perception of the New Forest.
The New Forest is often described
as a remnant of medieval England.
This is because important features,
such as the presence of deer, its
pastoral economy, open heaths
and ancient pasture woodlands,
and an administration descended
from the 11th century, are still in
evidence today.
However, today’s Forest is a much
more benign landscape than in
former times, being identified
with tourism rather than hunting,
and with domestic or semi-feral,
rather than wild animals. Even the
commonable livestock (ponies,
donkeys, cattle, pigs and sheep)
that are permitted to roam freely
within the Forest, are all female
or neutered males. Entire male
animals (uncastrated stallions,
jacks, bulls, boars and rams) are
not permitted to roam on the
Forest unless they are young
stock, under a certain age, or part
of a strictly time-limited official
breeding programme.
Today’s New Forest landscape and
its attendant biodiversity is thus
maintained under the influence
of its feminised livestock. This
is a surprise to many people,
who still view the Forest as the
masculine space it undoubtedly
was 1,000 years ago. Visitor
comments on social media sites,
such as Trip Advisor, show that
people’s opinion of the Forest as
a “masculine” space is rooted in
the misinterpretation of the Forest
as a “wilderness”. This then feeds
into the perceived “dangers” of
an untamed landscape filled with
“wild” animals.
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For example, many visitors
encountering horned cattle believe
they are bulls, and the sight of a
full-grown sow during pannage
season is enough to convince
many that they have seen a wild
boar. This is because landscapes
are not simply defined by physical
geography or environmental
conditions, but by how we interact
with and perceive them. Our
perceptions and beliefs inform
our opinions and, unfortunately,
many of these notions about
the landscape are based on
misconceptions, urban myths, or
even religious superstition.
I believe two fundamental reasons
exist for why the male-centric view
of the Forest prevails. The first is
rooted in the hierarchical tradition
of the “Great Chain of Being”
– the Platonesque philosophy
that was adopted into Christian
orthodoxy. It is a hierarchical view
that holds the spiritual beings
of Almighty God and the angels
uppermost; just below them are
humans; followed by animals;
and – at the very bottom – plants
and minerals. It was believed that
man was made in God’s image
and had been given dominion over
the earth and all living things. So,
according to this schema, women
were inferior to men and animals
existed solely for the benefit of
humans.

our sense of an ascribed social
order (and our place in it) and our
subsequent relationship with the
rest of the natural world.
The New Forest was created in
the 11th century for that ultramacho of activities – hunting, and
has adopted institutions, such
as the Verderers Court and the
tradition of Commoning, which
can be seen as a modern legacy
of medieval patriarchy. Yet, even
though the autumn drifts to round
up the Forest ponies are directly
attributable to the same manner of
masculine hunting used during the
medieval period, today many of the
Commoners riding on horseback
and, indeed, the majority of those
assisting on foot, will be women.
Perhaps then, the time has come
to challenge established patriarchal
perceptions and beliefs about
the landscape, and take a more
secular, gender-neutral view of our
place in the animal kingdom, the
rest of the natural world and, of
course, within the New Forest.
Gale Gould is Vice Chair of Friends
of the New Forest, a Commoner
and a PhD Researcher in History at
the University of Southampton.

The second view is found in
historical representations of
gender division, where internal
domestic spaces are accorded
to women, who are typecast as
“homemakers”, and the external,
politico-economic spheres are
conferred on men, who are the
“breadwinners”. These two
concepts have directly influenced
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ARE NEW FOREST CURLEWS
HEADING FOR EXTINCTION?
The bubbling call of a displaying Curlew echoing
across open heath and mire is one of the typical
sounds of spring in the New Forest. However,
new survey data are indicating that this familiar
species may be heading towards extinction in
our region. Professor Russell Wynn of Wild New
Forest explains why.

A displaying Curlew in the New Forest
© Marcus Ward, Wild New Forest
Wild New Forest is a partnership of local wildlife
experts who focus on collecting data for species of
high conservation interest, either because they are
rapidly declining or increasing, or because the New
Forest is a national hotspot. In addition to obtaining
the first video footage of Pine Martens in the New
Forest, the Wild New Forest survey team have recently
shown how the national park is a UK hotspot for
several scarce bird species, including Hawfinch, Lesser
Spotted Woodpecker and Firecrest. However, it is
their recent survey data for Curlew that are causing
the greatest concern.
In early 2016, Wild New Forest co-ordinated a group
of experienced local volunteer surveyors who carefully
searched all known Curlew sites within the New
Forest. The survey team recorded some 40 territories
and found a similar number in 2017, which suggests
a dramatic population decline of almost two-thirds
in the past two decades. This mirrors a wider UK and
European decline in this species, with fewer than
200 pairs left in southern England, and the Eurasian
Curlew is therefore now an international conservation
priority.
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The cause of the decline
To investigate the drivers behind the decline, the
Wild New Forest survey team searched for and then
monitored as many Curlew nests as possible during
the breeding season. This was challenging, as the 40
or so breeding pairs are spread across some 90 square
kilometres of suitable habitat, which mostly comprises
open expanses of wet heath, bog and mire. However,
the team managed to locate 19 nests in 2016,
although only a handful of these went on to produce
chicks and barely any records of fledged young were
received. Similar results in 2017 may indicate that
low productivity could be one of the causes of the
recent decline.
So what could be driving this low productivity? Across
southern England, a network of Curlew surveyors
are discovering that Curlews nesting in wet meadow
habitats are most impacted by changing agricultural
practices and generalist predators, such as foxes and
crows. In the New Forest, recreational disturbance
may also be a significant contributor, especially
people and dogs wandering off marked paths. This
can exacerbate predation, through disturbed birds
coming off the nest and revealing their location to
potential predators. However, further evidence is
needed before targeted management action can
be implemented, as access restrictions or predator
control on the open forest would no doubt prove
highly controversial!
Wild New Forest are therefore working closely
with the Forestry Commission and the New Forest
National Park Authority to collect additional data on
productivity that will inform management measures
to assist breeding Curlews. The Friends of the New
Forest (New Forest Association) are supporting this
work through a £1,000 grant that has enabled
the survey team to purchase state-of-the-art nest
temperature loggers.

Logging nest temperature
These tiny loggers, about the size of a £1 coin, are
carefully inserted beneath the clutch at the start of
the four-week incubation phase, and collect data
every 20 minutes for a period of 28 days. If a Curlew
comes off the nest for more than half an hour,
when disturbed, for instance, by a predator or some
recreational activity, then the cooling of the clutch will
be recorded. A control logger placed a few metres
from the nest allows changes in ambient temperature
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–weather effects such as heavy rain showers – to
be identified,.
The first trial of the nest-temperature loggers took
place in spring 2017, with devices placed in seven
active Curlew nests by the Head Keeper of the
Forestry Commission. From these deployments, good
data were recovered from five nests, and are already
revealing fascinating insights into this crucial phase of
the Curlew breeding cycle. Incubating birds were able
to keep the eggs between 20°C and 28°C despite
overnight temperatures dropping as low as 6°C.
Once the nesting attempt had finished, either due
to hatching or predation, the exposed nest logger
showed the same wide variation in temperature as
the control logger, due to nocturnal chilling and
daytime heating. This allowed the timing of the end
of incubation to be determined, revealing insights
into whether the clutch hatched or was predated.
Two or three nests appeared to proceed to successful
hatching (see example below), with at least one
almost certainly predated (several Curlew tail feathers
were found near the empty nest). Unusually, one
bird in the north of the Forest abandoned the nest
at night but would return to incubate at dawn,
possibly due to high numbers of livestock visiting an
adjacent spring during a period of dry weather – such
behaviour would not have been observed without
this new technology.

LOGGING NEST TEMPERATURE
Nest temperature logger data from a Curlew nest in the
northeast of the New Forest in late spring 2017 (left axis
is temperature in °C). Note the stable temperature in the
nest during the incubation phase, with the exposed logger
showing a wide temperature range once the adults and
chicks left the nest on 30 May 2017. Unfortunately, regular
visual observations indicated that the chicks were probably
predated a couple of weeks after hatching.
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The survey team are already gearing up for the
first returning Curlews in spring 2018, and will be
deploying another suite of nest loggers and working
in partnership with licensed bird ringers who hope to
colour ring and track a small number of birds using
GPS tags. By undertaking detailed survey work over
several years, the team hope to build up a robust
dataset that provides a comprehensive picture of the
remaining New Forest Curlew population and the
pressures placed upon it. They are also collecting data
on other ground-nesting waders in the New Forest
such as Lapwing, Snipe and Redshank, to assess their
populations and pressures.

Glimmers of hope
Despite the rather grim outlook there are some
glimmers of hope. A press release in spring 2017
raised wider awareness about the plight of the New
Forest Curlew, including through BBC News online,
and saw many useful records of breeding Curlews
received from the general public.
There is also growing interest in the potential for
targeted signage to be used in specific areas of the
New Forest where nesting Curlews are present, to
reduce disturbance during the breeding season (this
has already been trialled with some success on parts
of the New Forest owned by the National Trust). It
certainly will not be possible to save this species in
our region without community support, but most
residents and visitors alike would probably agree that
the Forest would be a poorer place without the sound
and sight of the Curlew.
Russell Wynn and Marcus Ward run the
Wild New Forest blog and website at
www.wildnewforest.co.uk, and also have a
Facebook group with almost 500 members;
they can also be contacted via email at
wildnewforest@gmail.com.
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THE NEW FOREST’S
MOST SPECIAL BUTTERFLIES
Butterfly Conservation, the UK charity that
works to save rare and threatened butterflies
and moths, is asking people to look out for a
particular butterfly this spring and record their
sightings. Steve Wheatley tells the story of a
recently completed 18-month project “New
Forest Fritillaries for the Future”.
The Pearl-bordered Fritillary is one of the UK’s rarest
and most threatened butterflies but the New Forest
is one of its strongholds. The butterfly can be found
along sunny woodland rides and in clearings where
violets and other woodland flowers grow.

its former woodland sites in the South East and was
lost from the Isle of Wight within the past decade.
Changes in woodland management, especially the
decline of traditional management techniques such
as coppicing, are thought to be a major reason
the butterfly has been lost from so many places.
Traditional woodland management maintained a
succession of open spaces and sunny paths that were
rich in wild flowers, allowing the butterflies to follow
woodland workers as each new clearing was created.
As the coppice regrows, the butterflies move on to
the next clearing.

Recreating habitats
In the absence of a small-scale
coppicing industry, Butterfly
Conservation has been working
with the Forestry Commission and
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife
Trust to give the Pearl-bordered
Fritillary a boost in the New
Forest. A project funded by BIFFA
AWARD and others has created
more habitat for this butterfly by
opening up previously shaded
areas and creating areas that are
now warm and sunny and where
violets can flourish. The total
area of new or enhanced habitat
spread across the Forest will
exceed 20 acres.
Pearl-bordered Fritillary

© Andrew Cooper

The largest population in the New Forest is in the
woodland northeast of Brockenhurst, but the
butterfly may be seen in other parts of the Forest,
such as Wootton Coppice Inclosure.
This beautiful orange butterfly emerges in late April
and is on the wing until early June. It flies close to the
ground, stopping regularly to feed on spring flowers
such as Bugle. In just a few days on the wing the
butterfly finds a mate and the female lays eggs on
or near Common Dog Violet. A caterpillar emerges
mid-summer and spends the next 10 months or so
munching through violet leaves and hiding from
the worst of the winter weather. Then, after a short
pupation, the process starts again.
The butterfly was once widespread but has been in
severe decline. It has disappeared from almost all of
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In addition, hardy volunteers have
been out during the autumn and
winter months helping to create patches of habitat.
Armed with bow-saws and loppers (and fuelled by
biscuits and tea), the dedicated volunteers of the Two
Trees Conservation Team have been able to enhance
the habitat patches created by larger forest machines
and create smaller niches where the butterfly and
other Forest fauna can thrive.
Over the previous two spring seasons, local people
have been out looking for the butterfly and recording
their sightings, helping Butterfly Conservation to
establish an assessment of the butterfly population
and its distribution. 828 Pearl-bordered Fritillary
sightings were recorded and submitted across 2016
and 2017.
The butterfly occurs almost exclusively within the
Inclosures; grazing levels outside the fences suppress
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the wildflowers on which the butterflies rely. Detailed
habitat measurements by Butterfly Conservation staff
and volunteers show that, while some grazing animal
activity is good to disturb the ground, move seeds
and create small clearings, high levels of grazing have
a very negative effect on woodland butterflies. For
this reason, Butterfly Conservation has registered its
opposition to the proposed removal of fences in areas
where the rare Pearl-bordered Fritillary survives.

A photo of one of these butterflies (a male) taken on
4 July 2017 near Brockenhurst suggests there could
be a hidden colony hanging on in the Forest and it’s
hoped that the recent conservation work will help this
butterfly also.
Recording butterflies.
If you just want to record
the butterflies you see
while out walking, you can
download the free iRecord
app on to your phone or
tablet. Recording butterflies
is quick, easy and fun –
and it contributes valuable
information to species
conservation.

The Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary
photographed near Brockenhurst in 2107
Butterfly Conservation now needs people to help
record their butterfly sightings over the coming
seasons to find out how effective the habitat
creation work has been. This will help to guide future
conservation efforts.

A further mystery
One other mystery remains: the fate of the Pearlbordered Fritillary’s cousin – the Small Pearl-bordered
Fritillary. This butterfly seems to have completely
disappeared from the South East in recent decades,
possibly down to changes in woodland management,
but it’s also thought that climate change could be a
significant driver.
The Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary likes slightly damper
woodland with slightly longer, lusher grasses than its
cousin, and it is thought that woodland soils in the
South East are becoming too dry. Despite this, there
continue to be unconfirmed sightings of the butterfly
in the New Forest.

Butterfly Conservation
is the UK charity dedicated
to saving butterflies, moths
and our environment. Our
research provides advice on
how to conserve and restore
habitats. We run projects
to protect more than 100
threatened species and we
are involved in conserving
hundreds of sites and
reserves. To find out more
about Butterfly Conservation
or to donate to the charity,
please visit
www.butterflyconservation.org.

Steve Wheatley is Senior Regional Officer - South
East England at Butterfly Conservation. Butterfly
Conservation is extremely grateful to BIFFA AWARD,
The Dulverton Trust and to everyone else who helped
to make the New Forest Fritillary Project possible;
and to the Forestry Commission and Wildlife Trust
staff and all volunteers who have been involved. If
you would like to get involved in conservation work
to help these butterflies, you can contact Steve
Wheatley at:
swheatley@butterfly-conservation.org or
the Two Trees Conservation Team by emailing:
volunteer.southern@forestry.gsi.gov.uk or
calling 0300 067 4642

The Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary flies slightly later
than the Pearl-bordered (through June and into July)
and is best distinguished from its cousin by the line of
white squares on the underside on the wing.
Spring/Summer 2018
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UNRAVELLING THE STORY OF THE
NEW FOREST TARTAN
Kate Collison recounts how she went about
creating and registering a tartan that reflects the
New Forest’s hues – and describes the products
she has had made.
The idea for a tartan for the place that has always
been my home started with a wildlife-watching
holiday on the tiny Scottish island of Gigha in
February 2017. With a population of just over 100,
the island’s own tartan reflected not only the colours
of their beautiful landscape, but also a pride in the
place they called home and their community.

A straightforward process
Upon my return, I wondered whether the New Forest
had a tartan, and indeed if we were even allowed
one. I quickly discovered that we lacked one but that
the process was simpler than I had imagined. After
getting permission and support from New Forest
District Council, I applied to get the design registered
with the Scottish Tartan Authority. The colours I chose
reflected what I see as classic New Forest colours –
oak green, yew green, heather purple, silver birch
grey and fern/red-deer russet red.

The tartan is made from British wool, dyed using
plant dyes, and is hand woven. Local craftspeople are
beginning to get involved, such as a local upholsterer
using the tartan to make cushions and a local
silversmith using recycled silver to make the logo
into jewellery. The logo is the old name for the New
Forest, Ytene, translated into the Anglo Saxon runic
language, then made into a pretty design. Buttons for
the cushions and signs for shops will not be made of
plastic, but instead reflect Forest life by being branded
onto wood.

Local support and goodwill
Local people seem to love the tartan, and I have had
so much support and goodwill. Scarves, blankets and
shawls are constantly being made to order, and the
ribbon has proved popular with local florists and card
makers. One of the highlights for me so far is seeing
a locally owned Shire horse being shown at the New
Forest Show, adorned in flights made from the New
Forest Tartan ribbon – a very proud moment for a local
girl such as me.

Within a few weeks, I had the embossed certificate
in my hand and was ready to go, ready to start a little
business, ready to share the beautiful colours of the
New Forest in a unique, identifiable product, made in
a sustainable way, using local people and products.

I have also had two prototype high-quality, British
hand-made Merrythought teddy bears made, which
have proved so popular that they even have their
own Twitter account. For 2018 I will be having rolls
of material made so that jackets, waistcoats and ties
will be possible. And I shall be bringing out four more
New Forest Tartans – each one reflecting the beautiful
colours of the seasons.
Kate Collison is owner of The New Forest Tartan
Company. Her website is
www.newforesttartan.co.uk and the bears are on
Twitter @NFTartanBears.
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A PLETHORA
OF ABBREVIATIONS
In common with nearly all organisations, at Friends of the New Forest we use a good many
abbreviations, mainly to refer to other organisations with which we have dealings. Robert Whiting
looks at those that occur most often, to throw a little light on the subject.
Many of the organisations that Friends of the New Forest need to refer to in our daily
communications have rather long names. Using abbreviations – initialisms (a collection of initial
letters) or acronyms (an acronym has itself to be pronounceable as a “word”, like UNESCO) – to make
those references saves time and, crucially, a good deal of space in a document, such as this periodical.
In assuming this position as Editor, I was almost immediately struck by the plethora of such letter
collections that occurred in submitted articles and decided that, if I was no little baffled, then some of
our Members – and readers of Forest Matters – may be also.
So here, for your enlightenment, is what I have discovered – listed in alphabetical order to make for
ease of reference:
CDA – New Forest Commoners Defence Association:
founded in 1909 in response to the increasing conflict
between the spreading urban populations around the
New Forest’s fringes and the Commoners’ animals.
CNP – Campaign for National Parks: the national
charity dedicated to campaigning to protect all
National Parks in England and Wales. FoNF represents
the New Forest at a national level as a Council
member of CNP.
CPRE – Campaign to Protect Rural England:
an organisation that campaigns for a beautiful and
living countryside. They “work to protect, promote
and enhance our towns and countryside to make
them better places to live, work and enjoy, and to
ensure the countryside is protected for now and
future generations”.
CROW Act – Countryside and Rights of Way Act
2000: the Act that granted ramblers the “right to
roam” off footpaths. Oddly enough, it doesn’t apply
to the Crown Lands, as they are already open access,
but the Act is relevant in the way it may open up
access and alternative recreation opportunities off
the open Forest.
DEFRA/Defra – Department for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs: the UK’s ministerial
government department responsible for
safeguarding our natural environment, supporting
our world-leading food and farming industry, and
sustaining a thriving rural economy.
EIA – Environmental Impact Assessment: an
assessment of the environmental consequences
(positive and negative) of a plan, policy, programme
or actual projects prior to the decision to move
forward with the proposed action.
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FC – Forestry Commission (England): the nonministerial government department responsible for
protecting, expanding and promoting the sustainable
management of woodlands and increasing their
value to society and the environment. The Forestry
Commission manages the Crown Lands in the
New Forest National Park.
FHT – Freshwater Habitats Trust: an evidence-based
conservation charity, with a strong science grounding,
protecting the life of all freshwaters – including
those that are small and undervalued like headwater
streams, ponds, flushes and ditches – for everyone
to enjoy.
FoNF – Friends of the New Forest: the brand name
for the New Forest Association (qv) as of 2016.
HCC – Hampshire County Council: one of the
local authorities with responsibility for an area that
includes part of the New Forest.
HIWWT – Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife
Trust: the leading nature conservation charity in the
two counties which, for more than 50 years, has
protected local wildlife and inspired people to love
nature in Hampshire, the Island and the local seas.
HLF – Heritage Lottery Fund: the body that distributes
a share of the income from the National Lottery
to fund projects aimed at preserving and making
accessible the nation's heritage, having awarded £7.1
billion to over 40,000 projects since 1994.
NE – Natural England: the agency responsible for
advising the Government on the natural environment
in England.
NFA – New Forest Association: the independent
New Forest campaigning membership organisation
dedicated to the long-term protection of the New
Forest (branded as “Friends of the New Forest”
as of 2016).
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NFAF – New Forest Access Forum: a consultative
body on access issues formed in consequence of the
CROW Act (qv). Members represent an “interest”
rather than an organization, divided mostly between
recreation interests and land managers. They do not
always have a dedicated conservation representative.
NFDC – New Forest District Council: a non-unitary
local authority created on 1 April 1974, resulting
from the merger of the borough of Lymington,
New Forest Rural District and part of Ringwood and
Fordingbridge Rural District.
NFHAG – New Forest History and Archaeology
Group: originally the New Forest section of the
Hampshire Field Club, they run a series of lectures for
members and usually engage in an annual excavation
on or near the Forest.
NFLAS – New Forest Land Advice Service: the
Service’s core work involves a wide range of advice to
anyone who owns and/or manages land in the area –
mainly commoners, equine owners and landowners/
farmers – advising on over 100 land holdings
every year.
NFNPA – New Forest National Park Authority: the
organisation responsible for preparing the National
Park Management Plan and the local planning
authority. The National Park Authority is the body
with overall responsibility for ensuring that the
National Park is safeguarded for people to enjoy
now and in the future.
NFT – New Forest Trust: an organisation founded in
2003 working to raise funds both locally and from
visitors to help support the preservation of the New
Forest, with a particular interest in the provision of
affordable housing for Commoners.
NIA – Nature Improvement Areas: established to
create joined-up and resilient ecological networks at
a landscape scale and run by partnerships of local
authorities, local communities and landowners, the
private sector and conservation organisations, with
funding provided by Defra (qv) and NE (qv).
NNR – National Nature Reserves: established to
protect some of the country’s most important
habitats, species and geology, and to provide
“outdoor laboratories” for research.
NT – National Trust: the charity “dedicated to
looking after special places for everyone, for ever”,
encompassing conservation, heritage and
the environment.
OPOF – Our Past Our Future: Landscape Partnership
Scheme, supported by HLF (qv).
Ramsar Sites – Sites of International Importance for
Wetlands: not an acronym, but a UNESCO (another
acronym) intergovernmental treaty established in
1971 and known as the Ramsar Convention after the
city in Iran where it was signed.
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RSPB – Royal Society for the Protection of Birds:
founded in 1889, the RSPB has grown to become
the largest nature conservation charity in the country,
consistently delivering successful conservation,
forging powerful new partnerships with other
organisations and inspiring others to stand up and
give nature the home it deserves.
SAC – Special Area of Conservation: areas designated
under the EC Habitats Directive.
SANGS (sometimes SANG) – Suitable Accessible
Natural Green Space: the name given to green space
that is of a quality and type suitable to be used to
provide an alternative green space to divert visitors
from visiting an otherwise over-visited protected area.
SINC – Site of Importance for Nature Conservation:
a designation used by local authorities in England
for sites of substantive local nature-conservation
and geological value which make a vital
contribution to maintaining local natural character
and distinctiveness.
SPA – Special Protection Area: areas designated
under the EC Birds Directive, which came into force
in 1979.
SSSI – Site of Special Scientific Interest: the SSSI
series has developed since 1949 as the suite of
sites providing statutory protection for the best
examples of the UK’s flora, fauna and geological or
physiographical features.
TTCT – Two Trees Conservation Team: the FC’s (qv)
Conservation Volunteers who do tasks like stripping
areas of seedling pine, clearing ride edges to benefit
butterflies, and pulling invasive Himalayan Balsam.
TVBC – Test Valley Borough Council: a local
government district and borough based in Andover,
Hampshire, stretching from boundaries with
Southampton in the south to Newbury in the north.
It was formed on 1 April 1974 by a merger of the
boroughs of Andover and Romsey, along with
Andover Rural District and Romsey and Stockbridge
Rural District.
VERDERERS of the NEW FOREST – this is the one
exception, in that it is never abbreviated to VNF, but is
included here as an important Forest organisation.
WC – Wiltshire Council: another local authority
with responsibility for an area that includes part
of the New Forest.

Robert Whiting is a retired editor,
copywriter and general wordsmith – and
is currently working as volunteer Editor of
Forest Matters. He acknowledges the input
of a number of NFA Councillors in compiling
this material.
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Join through our website or contact:
Juliet Lynn (Membership)
14 Shrubbs Avenue
Lymington, SO41 9DJ
GENERAL ENQUIRIES
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By phone:
John Ward: 01590 671205
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