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Letter from our Chairman
In the last issue of Forest Matters I mentioned our 2019 keynote talk
and discussion about rewilding with Sir Charles Burrell as the speaker,
and urged members to book places early. Once we were past Christmas
and New Year and people were thinking about 2019, the tickets sold
rapidly and all 200 places were booked well before the night. I know
that many of you (including some of our Council members, who should
have booked sooner!) were disappointed not to get a place. As some
compensation we have included an extended article about the talk and
some of the following discussion, starting on page 4.
May I now remind you that the next date you should have in your diary
is our AGM, to be held in Brockenhurst on Saturday 11 May. (See the
advert on page 8 and agenda and reports in the pull-out centre pages.)
Our main speaker will be Council member Keith Howe talking about
One Health, One Forest. “One Health” is a concept linking the health
and well-being of people, animals and their environments. The New
Forest’s characteristics make it a prime candidate for such an exercise
in relation to the Government’s 25-Year Environment Plan and the
Glover Review of National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural
Beauty. As Keith says, “Applying the ‘One Health’ concept to the New
Forest brings areas of concern, which are sometimes very controversial,
into sharp focus”.
The range of issues affecting the New Forest, many not for the better,
never seems to diminish and at times it is difficult to be sure where to
deploy our limited resources most effectively. Sitting in the chairman’s
seat at our Council meetings, it seems as though too often we can
agree that “something needs to be done about this…” and mostly we
agree on the action required. But then answering the question, “who
has time to take this forward?” is much harder. We are also mindful that
persuading the statutory authorities to do the “right thing” or to take
early positive action should be far more productive than campaigning
against misguided actions after they have happened, but these
opportunities are easily missed if we are too busy fire-fighting current
harmful issues as they flare up.
At times we have to accept that we are in for the long haul. This has
certainly been the case for the local plans prepared by both the National
Park Authority and New Forest District Council. We made our views
known at an early stage. We made representations to draft consultation
versions of the plans and their later revisions. We submitted formal
objections to the final versions of the plans. We appeared at the Public
Examination of the National Park plan and now, before we know the
outcome of this, we are preparing to appear at the Examination of the
District Council Plan. And, of course, we don’t just wait for planning
policies to arrive locally; we have also made representations on intended
Government planning policy whenever it is revised.
Meanwhile, it is important to keep all the other plates spinning on
recreation issues – from dog-walking through visitor numbers to
cycling on the Open Forest, car parks, campsites, Forest Design plans,
overgrazing (or not?), undergrounding power lines (or not?), heathland
restoration, regeneration of Ancient and Ornamental woods… and
lots more.
But to cheer up Members and myself, I look forward to some sunny
days, when I shall see some of you at our various events through the
year, including visits to the RSPB Franchises Lodge reserve and to the
National Trust’s work at Foxbury. Remember to keep an eye on the
events page of our website for more information.
John Ward
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The New Forest Land Advice Service: Nine years on
It is exactly nine years since
NFLAS was set up, a partnership
between the New Forest
National Park Authority,
Hampshire & Isle of Wight
Wildlife Trust and Natural
England – and, more recently,
the Verderers through the New
Forest HLS Scheme. Julie MelinStubbs recounts the Service’s
achievements over that time.
The aim was to create a service
for farmers, Commoners and
landowners in the enclosed
landscapes of the New Forest
(incorporating the Avon Valley,
waterside and coastal plain),
by building a small team with
staff from each of the three
organisations, hosted by the
National Park.
This would enable an holistic
approach to land-management
advice, so that farms and holdings
would have a one-stop shop
where they could source the
information they needed via a
friendly, personal service from an
independent advisor. This was an
innovative approach and so began
what has now become a New
Forest institution!
The three of us – a mix of
conservation biologists, naturalists
and farm advisors – found
ourselves sitting together at
the National Park offices in
February 2010. We created a flyer,
wrote a press release and waited
to see if the phone would ring;
and we haven’t stopped for a
moment since!
The target in the first year was
to visit and give advice on 50
holdings; and we tripled it over
those first twelve months. There
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was no doubt there was a niche
for the advice and support we
were offering and, with that, the
potential for great benefit and
added value for wildlife, landscape
and the rural economy.
The first three years were filled
with reactive casework: many
hundreds of farmers, Commoners,
landowners and equine owners
came to us asking for visits to
their land. We started to run
training courses. We developed
relationships with Forest
organisations and maximised our
time with priority groups, such as
the Young Commoners.

In addition, after the first couple
of years, we started to get a good
feel for the proactive work needed
to support nature conservation in
the enclosed landscapes.
An example of this was the
Community Wildlife Plans Project,
which ended in 2016. This enabled
us to work for several years with
eight Parish and Town Councils
around the Forest. We set up
community groups in each area,
surveyed and monitored wildlife,
carried out practical conservation
work in the green spaces and
wrote management plans for the
landowners and community groups
to follow over the years ahead.
This has led to some important
work by members of the Forest
community: citizen science and
volunteering activity, which has
contributed important data and
enhancements, and an increased
knowledge and understanding
in our communities about New
Forest biodiversity.

The day in 2014 when we released
New Forest Ponies on to Barton
Common as part of our proactive work
to reintroduce grazing onto several of
the Forest’s fragmented unmanaged
commons and find more back-up
grazing for Commoners.

Looking back at this work across
the years, the breadth and scope
of the advice and support we have
given is quite extraordinary; grants,
hedgerows, ponds, soil, muck,
ditches, woodlands, regulations,
pasture management, grazing –
the list goes on. Every day brings
something new, something
interesting, a new place, a new
face and often a new friend.

More recently the National Park-led
“Our Past, Our Future” Landscape
Partnership Scheme has enabled
us to deliver a further four projects,
with the funding enabling the
recruitment of three more NFLAS
advisors. The Better Boundaries
Project has restored and enhanced
4 kilometers of hedgerow on
the Western Escarpment. The
Nature’s Stepping Stones Project
is working with landowners to
enhance and restore 30 grassland
and heathland Sites of Importance
for Nature Conservation.
The Working Woodlands Project
is working with landowners in 18
woodlands to enhance them for
wildlife and facilitate a small scale
timber economy in the
1

Of course, our core work also
continues. An example of this in
recent years is the work we have

Nature’s Stepping Stones Project:
an unimproved grassland
SINC in Bartley.

fragmented privately owned
woodlands of the Forest.
And the New Forest Rural Skills
Project is delivering up to 25
courses a year, each individually
designed and tailored to the
needs of New Forest farmers,
Commoners and other land
managers. Within that same
project we are also working
with the Commoners Defence
Association to deliver a Commoner
Mentor Scheme; 7 mentors have
so far mentored 25 new and
young Commoners. These projects
are either fully spent or are due to
end at the beginning of 2020.

Working Woodlands Project:
extraction of timber the summer
after winter thinning in a small,
damp inaccessible woodland.

Commoner Mentor Scheme:
Charlie Knight with young Commoner,
Laura Maughan.

carried out within the auspices
of the New Forest Catchment
Partnership, helping to improve
water quality in the Forest’s
rivers and streams. Working
closely with the Environment
Agency, Natural England and
the Freshwater Habitats Trust we
have developed an innovative,
streamlined approach to finding
solutions and grants, including
Countryside Stewardship, for
farms where improvements can
be made to water, muck and
slurry management in yards and
buildings. This work has led to
some significant improvements on
farm to water quality both inland
and on the coast.
Equine pasture management has
also been a key priority for us
over the years, as it became clear
that horse-keeping is a significant
and growing land use in the New
Forest, with the need for advice
and support on soil health, pasture
management and biodiversity
enhancements. Since 2013 we
have designed and delivered
a range of bespoke courses
for equine owners, working in

conjunction with vets, nutritionists
and other specialists from around
the country. Hundreds of people
have come to these evenings over
the years and we also offer one-toone visits to equine holdings and
liveries to discuss issues such
as pasture, hedgerow, soil and
muck management.
The NFLAS, like everything, has
evolved and changed across the
years, but the aim of enhancing
habitats and promoting sustainable
land management has remained
constant. The next few years will
see further changes and challenges
as the agriculture and environment
sectors respond to the exit from
the EU, particularly as current
policy and sources of funding come
to an end.
However, the past nine years have
shown the importance of the
NFLAS and, while we continue to
work with our partners to source
funding for the future, we look
forward to celebrating our tenth
anniversary this time next year.

NFLAS 2018/19
Top: Rhys Morgan, Julie MelinStubbs, Tracé Williams.
Bottom: Gemma Stride, Angela
Peters, Richard Austin.

Julie Melin-Stubbs is Wildlife and
Conservation Manager for the New
Forest National Park Authority.

NFLAS is supported by:
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RSPB: Franchises Lodge Update
Work at Franchises Lodge has
continued through the winter,
although you may not have
noticed much change yet, and
it may still be a while before
you do.

Some practical work has taken
place to try to improve site
security, with gates and banks

We have also begun some selective
felling, with thinning taking
place in some of the Corsican
and Scots pine plantation blocks.
At present we are only thinning
dense conifer stands, which will
maintain and improve the quality
of the woodland. This is a standard
forestry operation, and we have
consulted with our bird surveyors
to ensure there is no damage to
important nest areas and habitat.
If you are on site, please do not
stray from marked rights of way,
as the forestry operations are

© 2018 RSPB: Matt Pringle

We have developed our plans for
the buildings. The Lodge itself
has needed some TLC before we
house residential volunteers in it,
who will be able to lead practical
habitat management work on site.
Plumbers and decorators have
been on site.

An architect has been appointed
who will develop the plans for this,
and we hope to carry out some
more community engagement
work as this process continues.
There is now a site safe present
that will house our workshop and
tools, and once that is set up and
the residential volunteers have
been recruited we can start to
consider work parties.

We should hear in the coming
months whether we have been
successful, and if we have we shall
have some financial support for
rhododendron removal and for
the installation of infrastructure to
allow grazing – fences, gates and
water supply.

Franchises Lodge RSPB Reserve in Autumn 2018

The Cottage will be renovated
to become a residential field
centre, where young people can
experience and learn about nature,
providing them with memorable
experiences, social, academic and
practical skills and an interest in
nature which we hope will stay
with them throughout their lives.
Spring/Summer 2019

being installed to try to reduce the
continued trespassing, theft and
fly-tipping that we have seen on
site. Survey work has continued,
though not at the same pace as
through the summer, and we have
applied for some grant funding.

ongoing and there are other
unknown hazards on site. We are
still investigating the area to find
out what is here, which will enable
us to plan how we restore and
improve the reserve.
Nick Tomalin is Franchises Lodge
Site Manager.
3

Rewilding the New Forest?
The growl of a large grizzly bear filled the hall at
Lyndhurst Community Centre and the audience
of two hundred people gasped. As curtains drew
back and they were confronted with a huge
picture of the bear, they listened attentively to
Sir Charles Burrell’s description of his pioneering
rewilding project at his family estate, Knepp, in
West Sussex.

In the southern block, formerly mainly arable land,
field hedges were removed and the land was stocked
with Tamworth pigs, Old English Longhorn cattle and
Exmoor ponies, while three species of deer soon made
themselves at home. Scrub developed quickly, though
each former field responded differently.

© 2018 Knepp Wildland
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Knepp’s three different
treatments

Tamworth pigs
The middle block, where the old Knepp Castle had
been, was believed to be a cultural landscape, a park
with a large hammer pond designed by Repton. It was
re-seeded with grass and wildflowers, which deterred
an exuberant explosion of scrub. The resulting
grassland is stocked with ponies, cattle and deer – but
no pigs.
The assembled gathering
At this 2019 introductory event organised by Friends
of the New Forest, Sir Charles explained that rewilding
is not currently about bringing back such major
predators, as we don’t have the right eco-systems.
He showed how Britain has only tiny pockets of true
“nature”, and that we need to care for these but also
need more, bigger, better and more joined-up areas if
we are to have a real impact on nature conservation.
Sir Charles went on to describe how, over a period
of six years, the Knepp estate moved away from
traditional arable and pastoral farming on what he
said was very poor quality Wealden Clay land, whose
production capacity was falling short of national
averages. He divided the estate into three main areas,
which were treated differently.
4

The northern block had been farmed for dairy cattle,
and was re-seeded with grasses but no wildflowers,
and is now stocked just with cattle. The resulting
open farmscape is slowly developing a little scrub.
Sir Charles explained how he had been criticised for
creating scrubland, and pointed out that pollen data
from 6,000 years ago reveals that only one-third of
Britain was covered by woodland, contrary to the
popular myth that a squirrel could once pass from tree
to tree without touching the ground from Lands End
to John O’Groats.

The Rewilding Project
The Knepp project is steered by an advisory board
of international experts from many relevant fields. In
order to have a more convenient term for a “longterm, minimum-intervention, natural process-led
area”, which – although accurate – would hardly
inspire anyone, “rewilding” was adopted.
FOREST MATTERS

This project team looked at the UK’s extinct animals
and selected proxies that would be appropriate, for
example, Old English Longhorn cattle to replace
aurochs; and Tamworth pigs, because The Dangerous
Wild Animals Act, 1976 prohibits the introduction of
wild boar.

Perhaps surprisingly, Sir Charles then demonstrated
how the changes have also benefitted the estate
financially. Even excluding the tourism, camping
and glamping activities which he has developed, the
income from the farming side of the estate now well
exceeds the national average by some 30 percent.

Discussion and comments from
the floor
© 2018 Knepp Wildland

Sir Charles was then joined on the platform by
Debbie Tann, Chief Executive of the Hampshire &
Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust, and Diana Westerhoff, a
Verderer, to answer questions from the floor. Debbie
Tann said that she has visited Knepp and been most
impressed by what the estate is doing.
She said that wildlife in Britain is disappearing at an
alarming rate and we need imagination and new bold
thinking to put nature into recovery. She reported that
the Trust is looking for opportunities in Hampshire and
the Isle of Wight to create larger-scale reserves and
one or two “Knepps”.

Longhorn cattle
Sir Charles enthusiastically described how the animals
seem to complement each other, and the new
habitats have drawn in huge numbers and varieties
of insects, birds and animals as well as plants, many
more than when the estate was farmed traditionally.
The estate employs a full-time ecologist to survey,
monitor and record these. They have also found that
their soil biodiversity and function have improved
significantly.

Diana Westerhoff commented that, while the New
Forest is very different from Knepp, there have been
some efforts at rewilding.
The Forest Design Plan is resulting in restoration to
traditional land use in some areas, while the wetland
restoration programme is returning lost habitats to a
favourable condition.
Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre, President of Friends of
the New Forest, noted that one of the six reasons
for rewilding listed on the Knepp website was the
revitalisation of communities, and wondered how
this could be achieved where farms are smaller. To
this question, Sir Charles responded with news of
an upland farmer he had met at the Oxford farming
conference. By changing his pattern of sheep
farming, including actually reducing stock numbers
and diversifying into holiday lets, he had managed to
make his business much more sustainable.

© 2018 Knepp Wildland

In reply to a question about the impact of global
warming on wildlife habitats, Debbie Tann agreed that
there is some impact on habitats but possibly more on
the food needed by wildlife. She gave the examples
of a crash in insect numbers and changes in timing of
bird migration having severe effects.
Diana Westerhoff added an example of the falcon
species – the hobby – declining in the Forest because
of a decline in the numbers of house martins,
a favoured food of their young. And Sir Charles gave
his own example of cuckoos, which have returned
to Knepp in good numbers. However, they feed with
swifts in sub-Saharan Africa and, if it doesn’t rain
there for five weeks and there are no insects, they
never arrive in Britain.
Deer in Knepp’s middle block
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... Continued on Page 13
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NEWS
Forest Design Plan for the New Forest
Every ten years, the Forestry
Commission undertakes a
review of its timber plantations
in the New Forest, by updating
its Forest Design Plan. Clive
Chatters explains how Friends
of the New Forest continue to
be closely involved in forestry
plans for the Forest.
The Forestry Commission’s
plantations are known locally as
“inclosures”, as they are made
under the New Forest Acts, which
enable the Commission to suspend
the Commoners’ rights for the
purposes of timber growing.
If an inclosure is no longer needed
for timber growing, then it must
be restored to the Open Forest.
All landowners, including the
Commission, need felling licences
to cut down trees. As a stateowned industry, the Commission
also needs a business-like way
of deciding where best to invest
public money for the future. These
reviews result in documents known
as Forest Design Plans.

The latest update
The Forestry Commission has
recently completed an extensive
process of public consultation on
the Plan for the inclosures of the
New Forest. The next stage in the
process is a little strange, as the
Commission then has to apply to
itself for the necessary permissions
to implement the Plan: in effect,
the Forestry Commission gets to
mark its own homework!
The New Forest Association – now
Friends of the New Forest – was
founded over 150 years ago
in response to the devastation
6

caused by converting the New
Forest’s common-lands into
timber inclosures. Our ancestors
eventually brought the excesses
of plantation forestry to a halt;
the last phase of ploughing and
planting heaths with conifers
concluded in the 1960s. Naturally,
we have been active participants
in the consultative process and
have championed the case for
restoration of the Forest’s heaths
and ancient woods.

An unenviable task
Drawing up a Forest Design Plan
is an unenviable task. The Plan
needs to look ahead over the next
200 years and make judgements
on what society will want from
the New Forest in the distant
future. The scale of the planning
is immense, covering some 8,500
hectares, or 21,000 acres. The New
Forest is one of the largest single
forestry estates in lowland England,
second only to the plantations on
the brecklands of East Anglia.
The issues the planners have to
address are complex, not least
because the starting point of
the Plan reflects decisions made
generations ago. The introductory
pages to the current draft Plan
introduce challenges for the future,
including coping with tree pest
and diseases, how people relate
to the landscape for leisure, the
aesthetics of plantations, the
relationship of forestry with climate
change and carbon sequestration,
together with the risks arising from
fire and flooding.

The Plan’s major
themes
There is a huge amount of detail
in the Plan but it is possible to
draw out the major themes. There
is a welcome, yet modest, proposal
to restore some plantations back to
the commons of the Open Forest,
accounting for some 5 percent
of the inclosures. The current
proposals represent a second
tranche of restorations. The initial
phase, begun in 2007, has been a
great success, as anyone can see if
they visit Dames Slough, Markway
or Longdown.
Some of the older inclosures have
developed a similar character
to the Ancient and Ornamental
woods of the Open Forest and can
be enjoyed by visiting Ocknell and
South Bentley inclosures. What we
have learnt in recent years is that
the natural character of the Forest
is eminently restorable from timber
plantations, given enough time.
The other major theme in the draft
Design Plan is the move away
from conifers to broadleaf crops.
Such changes take decades to
achieve and there are stands of
young conifers that will be feeding
softwood sawmills for decades to
come. We have given the move
towards broadleaved trees a
cautious welcome.
There are extensive areas in
the inclosures that were native
woodlands before they were
plantations. Here the soils are
suited to native broadleaved trees
and the conversion will start the
long process of recovery of
ancient woods. However, there
are also equally extensive areas of
former heathland in the inclosures,
where restocking by any timber
tree species is questionable
for both economic and
environmental reasons.

Some
disappointments
There are, however, some
disappointing elements to the
FOREST MATTERS

Plan. It makes no reference to
the status of the New Forest as a
National Park, nor does it seek to
further the National Park’s special
qualities. Friends of the New
Forest worked with partners to
provide the Forestry Commission
with detailed evidence on how
Forest Design Plans could help
restore the features for which
the New Forest has international
significance.
Our reports, including Recovering
lost landscapes and the New
Forest Grazing Review can be
found on the publications page of
our website. We are disappointed
that this evidence has not had the
influence that we had hoped and
that the Plan is still dominated by
aspirations for timber growing.
What happens now is that the
draft Plan has to be examined by

the Forestry Commission and, if
found satisfactory, will be given
consent to proceed.
We have pressed the Forestry
Commission to demonstrate that
the Plan is lawful in respect of the
New Forest Acts, National Park
legislation and our international
legal obligations towards the
restoration of habitats and
protected species.

Judge and jury
It is still unclear how an
organisation that drafted a Plan
can objectively assess whether it is
not only lawful but also the best
way forward for the Forest. Time
will tell and, in the meantime,
Friends of the New Forest will
remain vigilant and will press
the case for positive changes
in how we care for the Forest’s
landscapes.

NEWS
Just a tick…
For all its attractive landscape
and ecological variety, the
New Forest does harbour some
dangers. Gale Gould considers
one of these that lurks in the
Forest’s undergrowth.
The character of the New Forest
that is portrayed in tourist
brochures and on visitor websites
often gives the impression of a
benign and risk-free landscape.
The Disneyesque images of smiling
couples strolling arm-in-arm
through purple-capped heathland,
happy families cycling under the
canopy of a shaded woodland and
groups of retired people enjoying
the liberty of an unenclosed
Spring/Summer 2019

landscape certainly adds to the
vision of a gentle wilderness.
Of course, the New Forest
landscape does not contain any
large predators, such as big cats,
wolves or bears, whose presence
would undoubtedly add a certain
level of trepidation to each
holidaymaker’s visit. Perhaps it
is this that gives the impression
of a scenically beautiful but safe
environment.

A blood-feasting
mini-beast
However, some of the Forest’s
resident mini-beasts are bloodfeasting insects that will make
the unprepared visitor – human
or canine, holidaymaker or local

To view the Forestry Commission’s
current draft Forest Design Plan,
visit:
https://consult.forestryengland.
uk/forest-districts/new-forestinclosures-forest-designplan-2016/
To read our reports cited above,
visit:
http://newforestassociation.org/
publications/

Clive Chatters is a Council
member of Friends of the New
Forest and Company Secretary
of the Hampshire & Isle of Wight
Wildlife Trust.

– feel no less like someone’s
dinner. The tick problem on
the New Forest is of particular
concern, as these tiny bloodsucking insects can carry Lyme
Disease (Lyme borreliosis), which
is a nasty bacterial infection
that may cause physical and
neurological illness in humans and
animals.
Ticks are mainly found in grassy
and wooded areas, including
urban gardens and parks, and
are particularly active during mild
weather. The National Institute
for Health and Care Excellence
(Nice) have said that some areas,
including the New Forest and
other parts of rural Hampshire,
appear to have higher prevalence
of infected ticks which cause the
disease.
Ticks are spider-like insects,
generally the size of a poppy
seed, and very difficult to see,
but their bite is often associated
with a distinctive ringed-rash that
looks like a target, such as one
would see on a dart-board or
7

on an archery butt. They attach
themselves to their host and may
take three to five days to complete
their blood meal.

Precautionary
measures
After visiting the New Forest,
check yourself thoroughly for any
attached ticks, paying particular
attention to your armpits, groin,
the backs of your knees, the
waistband area and also the scalp
and ears, especially in young
children. (If you walk your dog or
ride your horse in the Forest you
will also need to check them too.)
Remove any ticks as quickly as

possible by using fine tweezers or
finger nails, and pull firmly and
steadily without jerking or twisting;
or use the specially designed tickremovers available from veterinary
surgeries or pet stores.
Early symptoms of Lyme Disease
are flu-like and, if left untreated,
can become more serious. Saul
Faust, professor of paediatric
immunology and infectious
diseases at the University of
Southampton, said recently that,
“Lyme disease may be difficult
to diagnose, as people can have
common and unspecific symptoms,
like a headache or fever, and they
may not notice or remember a tick

bite.” If untreated the bacterial
infection can lead to conditions
such as meningitis, blindness or
heart failure.
Precautions against tick bites
include staying on designated
tracks, avoiding exposing your legs
and feet, such as by wearing shorts
or sandals when walking through
grassy, bushy or woodland areas,
using a recognised brand of insect
repellent, and checking for ticks
each time you visit the New Forest.

Gale Gould is Vice-Chair of
Friends of the New Forest.

Members’ Event and AGM
Saturday 11 May 2019
at Brockenhurst Village Hall,
Highwood Road, SO42 7RY

Members and Guests are very welcome. The short AGM will be followed by two presentations
and then a panel discussion with a chance for you to ask questions and raise issues.
Programme (timings after 10.30 am are approximate)
10.00 am

Coffee and tea available.

10.30 am

AGM

11.00 am

Members’ event:

		

Keith Howe – Friends of the New Forest Council member

			

One Health, One Forest – New Perspectives for Modern Times

			

Alison Barnes – Chief Executive, New Forest National Park Authority

			

National Parks 70th Anniversary: Where next for the New Forest National Park?

c. 12 noon
			

Panel discussion for you to raise questions and issues for the Friends to address,
with Bernie Austin, Clive Chatters, Gale Gould, Brian Tarnoff and John Ward.

Please notify us of your questions/issues in advance on your booking form if possible to allow
time for research where needed, or hand them in at the start of the meeting.
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New Forest Association (Registered Charity No: 260328)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
To be held at 10.30 am on Saturday 11 May 2019 at Brockenhurst Village Hall, Highwood Road, SO42 7RY

AGENDA
1.

Welcome by the President, Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre

2.

Apologies for absence

3.

Minutes of the 2018 AGM – to approve the minutes (A)

4.

Matters arising from the minutes

5.

To adopt the Annual Report (B)

6.

Treasurer’s report (C) – to receive and adopt the Annual Accounts and appoint the independent Accounts Examiner

7.

Election of Trustees: Bernie Austin has been nominated to stand for election

8.

Election of Council members: Leo Randall is due to retire and has been nominated to stand for re-election. Jacob White
has been nominated to stand for election

9.

Election of Officers: There are the following nominations

			
			

Chair: John Ward 				
Honorary Secretary: Katie Campling 		

Vice Chair: Gale Gould
Honorary Treasurer: Brandy Gill

10. Election of President: Professor Matthew Kelly has been nominated
11. Election of Vice-Presidents: Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre and Peter Frost have been nominated

A Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the New Forest Association
held at the Barn, Foxlease, Lyndhurst on Saturday 21 April 2018
Sixty-five members attended, their names being registered in the attendance book.
1. Welcome by the President. At 10.30 am the President, Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre, welcomed everyone and opened the meeting.
2. Apologies for Absence. Received from ten members, namely: Kate Ashbrooke, Graham Baker, Karin Berrigan, Susan Bishop,
Brandy Gill, Keith Howe, Andy McClelland, Christine Parkhouse, Leo Randall and Robert Whiting.
3. Minutes of Meeting held on 22nd April 2017. The meeting approved the minutes unanimously.
4. Matters Arising from the Minutes. The meeting agreed any matters could be included in the later discussion.
5. To Adopt the Annual Report. The meeting agreed the Annual Report unanimously.
6. Treasurer’s Report. In the absence of the Treasurer, Brandy Gill, Gale Gould read the report.
• Subscriptions had once again increased for 2017, as had donation and trading income as well as bank interest.
• Overall, income had improved by £8,000 and expenses reduced by £1,000.
• Grant giving had increased by £3,000 to £17,000.
• Money had been committed to two projects in 2018: the RSPB Franchises reserve and “Our Past, Our Future”.
The meeting was told that the Association’s financial position was healthy. The meeting unanimously voted to approve the Financial
Report and to re-appoint the independent accounts examiner.
John Ward asked all Members to consider legacy donations in favour of Friends of the New Forest.
7. Election of Trustees. Brian Tarnoff and William Ziegler, having been previously nominated and seconded, were elected
unanimously as Trustees by the meeting.
8. Election of Council Members. Council members Clive Chatters, Jonathan Cox, Roly Errington, Eve Gillmon, Richard Reeves,
Neil Sanderson and Jenni Tubbs, having been previously nominated and seconded, were re-elected unanimously by the meeting.
Ann Sevier, duly nominated and seconded, was also elected unanimously to the Council.
9. Election of President. Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre had been previously nominated and seconded to the position and was subsequently
re-elected unanimously by the meeting.
10.Election of Officers. John Ward had been previously nominated and seconded as Chairman, Gale Gould as Vice Chair and Brandy
Gill as Treasurer. The meeting re-elected the candidates into the appropriate offices unanimously.
There were no candidates for the Honorary Secretary position so this became vacant.
11.Election of Vice-President. Peter Roberts introduced Peter Frost to the meeting and nominated him to the position of VicePresident. Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre seconded the nomination. Peter Frost was unanimously elected by the meeting, whom he then
thanked.
12.Any Other Business. Peter Roberts congratulated Sheila Ward for her hard work during the 150th Anniversary year, particularly in
organising events and the National Parks Societies conference. Peter proposed that Sheila be given an honorary life membership of
Friends of the New Forest. The President seconded this and the meeting unanimously agreed.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 10.42am.

Spring/Summer 2019
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TRUSTEE BOARD MEMBERS (WHO WERE ALSO MEMBERS OF COUNCIL) during 2018
Graham Baker Katie Campling Brandy Gill Gale Gould Dionis Macnair
Peter Roberts Brian Tarnoff John Ward William Ziegler

COUNCIL MEMBERS during 2018
Bernie Austin Clive Chatters Jonathan Cox Roly Errington Eve Gillmon
Keith Howe David Humbert Graham Long Bob Morris Leo Randall
Richard Reeves Neil Sanderson Ann Sevier Jenni Tubbs

Trustees and Council Report
Formal meetings of Council were held six times and
of the Board of Trustees three times during 2018. In
addition, there were regular meetings of the Habitats and
Landscape Committee and the Planning and Transport
Committee; also ad hoc meetings of the Education
Working Group. At the end of 2018 there were eight
trustees and fourteen non-trustee members of Council.
We have continued to share issues and experiences
with other National Park Societies and as a Council
member of the Campaign for National Parks (CNP); and
have collaborated with them to co-ordinate responses
to government and other national consultations and
draft proposals that will affect National Parks. Examples
of national consultations and draft proposals with
implications for the New Forest that have crossed our
desks in 2018 include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Government consultation on proposals for the
creation of a major road network
Government consultations on a geological disposal
site
Government consultation on the future of food,
farming and the environment
Ofgem consultation on framework for future
electricity price controls
Consultation on revised National Planning
Policy Framework
Consultation on permitted development for shale
gas exploration
Glover review of Designated Landscapes
Ofgem methodology for RII0-2 (national grid pylons).

We have held informal liaison meetings with the National
Park Authority and Forestry Commission; and attended
various New Forest forums and working groups,
including the Consultative Panel and meetings of the
Verderers Court.
Friends of the New Forest were in evidence on stands at
the New Forest Show and at the Romsey Show.

Following the 2017 sell-out success of our keynote
address, “A Foot in the Past and an Eye to the Future”,
from Council member Clive Chatters, followed by a
panel discussion, we decided to put on a similar event to
start 2018. This was looking at “Changing Farming and
Countryside”, particularly in the light of the decision to
leave the European Union. We did not think then that
12 months later at the end of the year we would still not
know in what form and with what terms Brexit would
take place!
During the year events for members included walks and
visits to see Wildflower meadows, Commoners’ farm and
adjacent open forest, Heathland restoration, Coppicing in
Pondhead Inclosure and Forest and WW2 remains from
Abbot’s Well.
Recreation management continued to be a major issue
for us through the year. Frustrated at the slow progress
by the statutory authorities, we remain convinced that
this is the most pressing issue needing to be addressed
within the Forest and significant action must to be taken
to review and change the recreation infrastructure within
the Forest. Our greatest concern outside, but on the edge
of the Forest and within some Forest villages, has been
the scale of new housing development being proposed in
NFNPA and NFDC local plans. While we understand the
housing crisis, greatly exacerbated by the sale of much
of the local Council Housing stock, proposals that will
add to recreational pressures and traffic on Forest roads,
while providing only a small proportion of social housing
compared to a large increase in market housing, cannot
be the way forward. We made objections and appeared
at the Public Examination into the NFNPA local plan,
expressing our concern that the proposed development at
the former Fawley Power Station site is intended to spill
over beyond the site into the New Forest National Park.
Chair – John Ward

Planning & Transport Committee Report

Sponsorship funding support was given for the animal
accident “advert” on the back of the New Forest Tour bus
through 2018; and also for the “Our Past, Our Future”
projects for ranger training and for habitat restoration.

We have an enthusiastic and knowledgeable committee
with nine members regularly monitoring all planning
applications submitted to the NFNPA. Items of interest
are discussed and representations made to the Authority
as necessary.

The slide show presentation telling the story of the
Association and the New Forest from the mid-19th
century until today continued to be popular and was
given to 12 groups, reaching over 500 people – most
of whom had not previously heard of us – and gaining
donations to support our work to protect the Forest.

Having made an immense contribution over a number of
years, Graham Baker stepped down as Chairman in June
but fortunately remains on the committee. His experience
and interest in planning and Forest matters has proven
invaluable, particularly when extensively researching and
commenting on the NFNPA Draft Local Plan.
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It was the Local Plan that dominated our thoughts this
year, particularly with regard to the inclusion of Tom
Tiddler’s land south of the Fawley Power Station site
for residential development. We strongly opposed this
proposal and employed a Planning Barrister to voice our
views at the Public Examination, on the grounds that land
within the National Park should not be utilised to benefit
a major project on a brownfield site in an adjoining Local
Authority area. Another concern was the increase in traffic
using the unfenced Forest roads should the Power Station
redevelopment go ahead. At the time of writing (January
2019) there is no decision from the inspectors. The NFDC
plan has yet to be examined, although we have responded
to the consultation document.
There is a steady stream of applications, most of which
are relatively straightforward domestic extensions, but
others – whether for stark and solid, two-metre-high
close-boarded fencing or unsympathetically designed
replacement dwellings – pose a threat to the character and
local distinctiveness of the Forest and its villages. Another
matter is the seemingly increasing number of retrospective
planning applications, which almost always get approved.
The decision of the National Park Planning Committee to
refuse two Commoners’ dwellings at Rockford Common
against their own officer’s advice – an application that we
supported – was rather perverse and unexpected.
The lack of affordable homes continues to be a major
problem, so it was with great relief when the owners
of Lyndhurst Park Hotel withdrew their appeal for total
redevelopment with 75 age-related residential units
and only 15 affordable homes. The emerging Local Plan
indicates that a total of 50 dwellings would be possible on
this site with 50 percent being affordable. All dwellings
would be limited to an internal floor area of 100 sq.
metres. Subject to design and other criteria, this is likely to
gain local support.
The Visual Impact Project promoted by National Grid to
remove pylons across Hale Purlieu and bury the cables
underground proved to be a complex and controversial
issue through 2018. The resulting enhancement to
the landscape has to be carefully weighed against the
disruption and any long-term ecological damage. We
are awaiting more substantive information and the
Environmental Impact Assessment before making any
formal comment. A planning application is expected in
July 2019.
Unsurprisingly, the beauty of the protected landscape,
individual character villages, tight planning controls and
proximity to the coast continue to attract homebuyers
and visitors alike. A Forestry Commission report in 1992
assessed visitor numbers at 8 million per annum. A recent
study on behalf of the NFNPA puts the current influx at 15
million, which brings obvious benefits to the local
economy but also adds to further traffic and recreational
pressure on the Forest and has pushed property values
to the highest of all the UK National Parks. This is a huge
issue that has to be addressed – maybe some solutions
will lie in the Recreational Management Plan, due to be
published in 2019?
Chair – Bernie Austin
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Habitat & Landscape Committee Report
Although perhaps a hoary cliché, 2018 was arguably a
Best of Times, Worst of Times year for the Forest. “Bests”
included the long awaited purchase of land by the RSPB
for their new Franchises Lodge reserve, and two major
TV documentaries, which may help us draw future public
support for protection of the Forest. “Worsts” included
limp Recreation Management Strategy Proposals, the
Planners rejecting a new Commoners’ holding at Rockford,
and both NFNPA and NFDC Local Plan proposals supporting
an unprecedented level of development, subverting the
first Park purpose to conserve and enhance.
Overgrazing Claims – A wet winter and subsidy-based
stock increases led to this perennial claim being lofted
again, by those who would point to a few hot spots of
supposed damage as representative of the whole of the
Forest. We have previously countered such comments
with views from ecologist Clive Chatters, and practising
commoner Ann Sevier; and we welcomed statements
from the Verderers, the Commoners Defence Association
and the Forestry Commission that recognised the need to
address incidents of extreme poaching and monitor these
sites for recovery. In fact, while stock levels have risen in
recent years, both the Recovering Lost Lawns programme
and clear fell of 1960s plantations have generated more
than twelve hundred hectares of increased grazing land.
Part of the problem is that “overgrazing” is meaningless
if you have not clearly defined outcomes sought by
managing the Forest with livestock. Their pattern of
grazing and trampling yields our highly designated Forest
habitats. At the same time, we shouldn’t merely accept the
hoary chestnut that the animals are architects of the Forest.
Future subsidy of livestock on the Forest must be tied to
clear management criteria, with built-in monitoring that
shows benefit and mechanisms that reward stewardship
rather than simply headcount.
England Coast Path – The overdue proposal for the
Highcliffe–Calshot section of our Coast finally came
forward for consultation between March and May 2018.
It is severely problematic, due to how poorly the legislation
is structured to deal with large areas of protected coastal
habitat, and the subsequent definition of coastal margin
spreading room to include the entire seaward side of the
path. Both Natural England and the Ordnance Survey
made poor key decisions before any stretches of the Coast
Path had been implemented. These should be reviewed,
including the Ordnance Survey’s decision to depict all
potential spreading room as access land, even where it
has been excluded or excepted. At least 75 percent of the
coastal margin seaward of the Highcliffe–Calshot path will
not be access land, but the OS will allow this grotesque
inaccuracy onto their definitive map.
In their guidance, Natural England have overstepped,
promoting access over habitat, including a “least restrictive
option” that is not in any of the legislation and which,
within a National Park, is directly at odds with the Sandford
Principle that places habitat considerations over public
enjoyment and is enshrined in legislation. Natural England’s
Sensitive Features Appraisal is severely compromised by
their decision to presume their own mitigation proposals
resolve issues that would require a full Habitats Regulation
Assessment – a practice which last year was slammed in
two court judgements (Sweetman and Halohan).
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We would like more of the coastal margin to be restricted,
no new disturbance to protected breeding and wintering
bird sites should be created, dogs should be kept on
a lead on all stretches of the path directly adjacent to
disturbance-prone habitat or where livestock may be
managed off the Forest (including back-up land). We hope
to have the current proposals blocked at the Examination
stage, and that the route and the guidance behind it will
meet a proper review.
Recreation Management Strategy – We continued
to be disappointed with the National Park’s Recreation
Management Strategy review, which included two online
polls on a set of proposals so inoffensively bland that they
might imply a high level of support from fewer than 1,500
unverified respondents. On the plus side, the NFNPA and
other regional partners commissioned a study on current
visitor use from Footprint Ecology, which should contribute
to a full review of recreational infrastructure, car parks and
camp sites on the Forest.
Other Consultations – During 2018 our responses included:
• Natural England’s Template for Drafting New Byelaws
for Individual SSSIs. This is a power they have had since
the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 amended
Section 28R of the 1981 Wildlife and Countryside Act,
but which they have not yet exercised.
• The NFDC / Southampton joint Clean Air Zone
consultation, which was sadly narrow in scope to
congestion-charge type solutions, addressing from the
NFDC side the effect of the A35 from Rushington to
Redbridge, but no joined-up thinking to allow comment
on how NFDC’s planned 10,500 homes (including
many proposed sites down the Waterside) will greatly
exacerbate the present situation, as the A326 and A35
are further impacted by the inevitable traffic increases.
• We also participated in ongoing Wetland Restoration
Strategy workshops.
RSPB Franchises Lodge Reserve – The RSPB purchase of
386 hectares of estate land directly adjacent to the Forest
was “All Our Christmases Come At Once”. We can be
proud that we have been directly involved in this project.
A committee member identified the opportunity, our
Council contributed modest seed money, and Council
members with our and others’ hats on worked with the
National Park and Conservation Charities to bring it to
fruition.
As well as having that parcel of land on track for the
RSPB’s high standard of conservation management, RSPB
are elevating the whole of the New Forest within their list
of priorities. This will give greater resources to the paltry
level of research on the Forest. The RSPB want to work
with us for our local knowledge, experience and expertise,
and with us and the other conservation charities to form
a united front on Forest conservation issues with the
statutory authorities (including their Local Plans).
Documentaries – 2018 saw not one, but two major
broadcast documentaries on the New Forest. Both clearly
conveyed many of the special qualities of the Forest, and
Channel 4’s A Year In the New Forest certainly portrayed
the love for the Forest felt by its main participants
(including our Council members Richard Reeves and
Ann Sevier).
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Going Forward – The implications of the NFDC Local
Plan’s intention to increase the rate of new homes by
three- to four-fold to deliver 10,500 homes in ten years,
and develop extensively on greenbelt in 13 out of 20
strategic allocated sites will have strong negative impacts
on the habitat of the Forest, blocking wildlife corridors and
smothering the area with further recreational pressure.
One of these sites has already come forward ahead of
the Plan’s approval, 143 Homes at Snails Lane, Blashford,
cheek by jowl with the Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife
Trust Nature Reserve. This wildlife-filled site would be prime
for habitat restoration, a breeding ground for lapwing and
little ringed plover, but may instead be developed with
inadequate mitigation or compensation for the damage it
will do to habitat and the Forest. We will be opposing this
and the other greenbelt developments.
Chair – Brian Tarnoff

C Treasurer’s Report 2018
Our income for charity activities dropped from £17,340
in 2017 to £10,226 in 2018. Although our membership
income was relatively stable, our income from donations
and book sales was much lower, due to 2017 being our
150th anniversary, hence our donations were higher and
higher book sales in 2017 were due to the launch of Peter
Roberts’ book.
Income from other receipts dropped from £9,605 to
£3,513. In 2017 we received a legacy of £5,000, but
unfortunately that was not repeated in 2018. Secondly,
our dividend income from M&G Charibonds dropped
considerably, due to weak market conditions. Finally, our
Gift Aid reclaim of £1,616 for 2018 has not yet been
processed by HMRC. We will receive it during 2019.
Our payments in 2018 were £16,998 versus £12,482 in
2017. The main increase was in professional fees, which
was £7,200 for legal fees paid to a Q.C. to represent us
at the Examination into the National Park Authority Local
Plan, including our opposition to the major development
of the Fawley Waterside project. Excluding legal fees, other
payments were reduced from £12,482 to £9,798 in 2018.
The main reductions were in office supplies and in printing
and postage of our newsletter.
Grants given in 2018 amounted to £36,500 versus
£17,500 in 2017. The largest grant of £25,000 was to
RSPB towards their purchase of the “Franchises Lodge”
land within the Hamptworth estate.
Overall our payments exceeded our receipts by £39,758,
thereby reducing our cash funds from £138,228 to
£98,470 at end 2018. These funds are held in four banks,
all paying very low interest rates.
Our investment asset M&G Charibond has reduced in value
to £9,6410 due to weak market conditions.
Overall, your charity is in a strong financial position
with no liabilities.
Hon Treasurer – Brandy Gill
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... Continued from Page 5

Fear of large grazing herbivores
Another audience member proposed that people
are increasingly intolerant of wild landscapes and
incapable of being sensible round large herbivores,
and wondered if rewilding as a concept would help.
Maybe because visitors to Knepp understand they
are visiting a “rewilded” landscape, they are more
respectful of the large grazing herbivores than visitors
to the New Forest are with the free-roaming livestock.
Sir Charles recalled a neighbouring farmer who runs
educational visits finding that even young farmers
could not name common trees, and he suggested
that we need more nature education as part of the
curriculum. Debbie Tann suggested that we need to
rewild people and regretted that many children have
never known the fun of running around in long grass.
Questioned about the complexities of environmental
stewardship schemes, Sir Charles noted that the
Rural Payments Agency uses Google satellite images
to categorise landscape, resulting in confused and
contradictory definitions which need to be sorted out
soon. Diana Westerhoff reported that the Higher Level
Stewardship scheme includes more or less all grazed
land but the Rural Payments Agency excludes gorse as
non-grazing land, even though ponies happily eat it in
winter.

Debbie Tann added that only 55 percent of Sites of
Special Scientific Interest in the Forest are classified
as in a “favourable” condition, little better when
compared with 45 percent across the whole of
Hampshire, and some extra wilding activity might be
helpful to improve this. Sir Charles picked up the point
of rewilding people, and felt that this arises from
inspirational things in the landscape – think beyond
the box. What about bison?

Grazing and abundance of
wildlife
Focusing on the Forest, it was suggested that the
Forest’s grazed areas do not enjoy the abundance of
wildlife described at Knepp and the questioner asked
what impact animal density has on this. Sir Charles
felt that it was not necessary to worry about it. This
is just a moment in time, and livestock numbers
wax and wane over long periods. Diana Westerhoff
endorsed this and added that even short-grazed turf
may be home to species missing from other habitats.
The woodlands are rich in insects like moths and in
bats, but we just don’t often see them.

© 2018 Knepp Wildland

Comparing the New Forest to Knepp, the next
questioner noted that, while Knepp has withdrawn
from management, in the New Forest we manage
both land and stock much more. Diana Westerhoff
pointed out that the Forest starts from a very different
position, resulting from biodiversity developed over
thousands of years. While it would be good to have
other Knepps around the Forest, we could lose from
emulating it in the Forest itself.

© 2018 Knepp Wildland

Sir Charles with a Purple Emperor butterfly

Deer grazing with cattle at Knepp
Spring/Summer 2019

Sir Charles was asked to explain the term “pop-up
Knepps” mentioned in his talk. He pointed out that
farms and estates pass down the generations and
landowners may not wish to tie the land forever to
specific conservation designations like SSSIs. So a
commitment to plan for 10 or 20 years would enable
people to choose to return to conventional farming in
the future.
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The Knepp estate has footpaths crossing it and Sir
Charles was asked how he manages the public. He
stated that Longhorn cattle were useful in deterring
people from straying from paths, but that dogwalkers were a problem for ground-nesting birds. He
suggested that good paths, routes, maps and signs
were all needed.
Thinking again of the Forest, two questions raised
the effect of grazing levels on the possible decline in
wildlife and growth of new trees, issues welcomed
by the audience with applause. Diana Westerhoff
noted that studies on the impact of grazing on
ground-nesting birds showed that it was hard to
separate it from other factors like deer numbers,
dog-walking, predators and climate change. But she
commented that it was hard to control over-grazing.
Tree regeneration is a long-term business and the
Forest is pasture woodland rather than dense canopy
woodland.

At the end of a stimulating and wide-ranging
discussion, Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre thanked Sir
Charles for his talk and admired his courage in
rewilding Knepp. He also thanked Debbie Tann and
Diana Westerhoff for their contributions, and finished
by urging the audience to join Friends of the New
Forest to support its fight for the Forest’s sustainable
future.

Recreational issues
At this point John Ward, Chairman of Friends of the
New Forest, said that he did not feel comfortable
at being told we don’t have enough information so
cannot take action, and asked the panel whether,
nonetheless, it might be possible to divide the Forest
into areas and exclude recreational access to part of it
in order to test rewilding.
Sir Charles responded positively, saying that the Forest
is large enough to do this. Joking, he even suggested
bringing back wolves to control the deer! But he felt
that it was possible to amend stock intensity and
deer density. He also pointed out the value of thorn
bushes which protect young trees, quoting an ancient
forestry saying: “The thorn is the mother of the oak”.
An audience member added that a 400-year-old oak
only needs one seedling produced during its lifetime
to replace itself.
The next question raised the issue of recreational
pressure. Debbie Tann agreed that for the New
Forest this is the greatest current problem. The
words “National Park” mislead the public, and some
rewilding might make the nature and purpose of the
Forest clearer. We need to be braver, for example
in challenging plans for housing development, and
local authorities should be providing alternative green
space for recreation outside the Forest.
Finally Peter Roberts, previous Chairman of Friends
of the New Forest, enquired what would be the
smallest area that could engage in rewilding, with
the large estates around the Forest and the Forestry
Commission in mind. Sir Charles gave examples of
the area which a pig needs per week, because scale
matters. The smaller the area, the more management
you have to do. The bigger you get, the more you can
sit back and leave it alone.
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Oliver Croshwaite Eyre thanking the panel

Talk and Panel Discussion organised by Friends
of the New Forest
Lyndhurst Community Centre, Thursday 21
February – 200 people attending.
Presentation by Sir Charles Burrell, Chair of
Rewilding Britain and of the Beaver Advisory
Committee for England. Board member of
the Ingleby Farms Environment Committee,
the Endangered Landscapes Programme and
Wildlife Estates England
Followed by Panel Discussion and questions
from audience.
Panel:
Sir Charles Burrell.
Diana Westerhoff – Verderer appointed by
Natural England and New Forest conservationist.
Debbie Tann – Chief Executive, Hampshire & Isle
of Wight Wildlife Trust.
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SPACE TO BREATHE:
WILDLIFE GARDENING IN THE NEW FOREST
What can be so wrong with welcoming wasps
in your porch and “weeds” in your garden?
Georgina Babey extols the benefits of letting
Mother Nature take her course.
“You have an infestation!” cried the deliveryman
almost as soon as I opened the front door in response
to his urgent knocking. I assured him that what
we actually had was a colony of non-aggressive
paper wasps, which had made their home in our
porch. Grunting his disapproval and looking very
uncomfortable while I signed for the parcel, he
couldn’t wait to beat a hasty retreat.

We have a wildlife pond alive with newts, pond
skaters, diving beetles, dragonflies and damselflies,
and an occasional grass snake, not to mention water
lilies and bog bean. We pick wild raspberries, elder
flowers and rose hips (my lovely neighbour, Sally,
turns the two latter into cordial and syrup as I’m a
bit of a slouch in the kitchen!) and the extraordinary
thing is that we have not planted or introduced any
of these species; they’ve arrived of their own accord,
borne on the wind or brought by visiting birds.

Actually, the wasps have been visiting our garden
each summer for the twelve years we have lived
in the New Forest border village of Hale. Sometimes
they make their home in the loft, or in the cavity
wall, which they access via a ventilation brick. They
do no damage, and make no attempt to come
into the house.

Wild colour patch

Organic tangle of grasses and wildflowers
I wondered what our deliveryman would have
thought of our back garden. We have no
lawnmower or power tools of any kind and our
organic tangle of wild grasses mingle happily with
many species of wild flowers and herbs, most of
which I have no doubt would be thought by a lot
of gardeners to be weeds. We keep the patio,
pergola and paths clear but otherwise Mother
Nature decides “what our garden grows”.
Spring/Summer 2019

We simply left the “weeds” to see what would
develop. We even left the seeds that were discarded
beneath the bird feeders and we now have a small
crop of wheat, barley and oats, which are feeding our
resident voles and mice. This year we were overjoyed
to see, for the first time, cuckoo flowers, which in
turn brought orange-tip butterflies. They laid their
eggs on the cuckoo flowers and we were privileged
to watch the tiny larvae make short work of their
food plant.
We have counted 17 species of visiting butterfly to
our garden this summer, more than in previous years,
attracted by our nettles, thistles, giant field scabious
and buddleia bushes. We also witnessed a newly
emerged Privet Hawk moth drying its wings – the
largest moth I’ve ever seen.

15

I can hear all the enthusiastic growers among you
saying “That’s all very well, but what about my veg
patch?” I do understand the thrill of picking your
own fresh produce. I have tried it many times in
the past, but unfortunately my growing skills are not
superior to my culinary ones. I even joined my local
Horticultural Society in the hope of learning new
techniques but since they all involved the use
of weed killers, pesticides, insecticides, slug pellets
and various chemical “growing” agents, I quickly
became disenchanted.
We are lucky enough to have two wonderful local
shops – Woodfalls PO & Stores and Woodgreen
Community Shop – that both sell local produce and
are within walking distance of home. Also, in Hale,
we have a Local Food Market on the third Saturday
of every month (9.00 am to 12.00 pm, Hale Village
Hall) and these three outlets take care of all our local
produce needs.

Peter Roberts in the wild garden
In these challenging times for wildlife, I think it
behoves every one of us who are privileged enough
to have a garden to give at least a little of it back
to nature. A space for wildlife to breathe and thrive.
It may also help to keep unwanted salesmen from
the door.

Georgina Babey is a Member of Friends of the
New Forest and a former member of Council and
Newsletter Editor. She is well known for her books
and talks about various aspects of the New Forest.
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Through the eyes of a Commoner
Beastly winter grazing
The unseasonably chilly blast blown in from the
east early last year caused many on the Forest to
question how best to graze their livestock. But,
as Commoner Ann Sevier – featured in a recent
Channel 4 documentary – muses, the severity of
the weather was not as bad as might at first have
been feared.
This past year – 2018 – has produced many thoughts
on grazing. Weather-wise it has been very interesting
to say the least. The “Beast from the East” gave us all
a shock when it arrived with a ferocity that brought
the country to a stand still (well, almost). We were
very lucky it came when it did, at the tail end of the
winter.
Why was this lucky? Well, because – by the end of
January – the Commoners would have removed from
the Forest any livestock that needed to be brought
in for the winter; yesterday, for instance, I had my
last free-roaming mare and foal brought back to the
farm. The effect on the livestock of last year’s Beast
from the East was not so bad as expected. Unlike
other years, there was no cold rain to pour constantly
on their backs and there is always plenty of shelter on
the Forest for the livestock to tuck themselves away
out of the fierce chill-winds.
Then we had a late spring, which caused a lot of
debate among the Commoners about when to
turn the cattle back out onto the Forest, as this
depends initially on the new growth on the heather.

Spring/Summer 2019

The weather then warmed up very quickly. All the
livestock that overwintered on the farm were out for
the summer grazing.
The dry conditions over the summer, which dried
out people’s gardens and pastures, led some people
to make comments about over-grazing on the New
Forest. We have seen dry summers before and, as
we expected, the livestock on the Forest at the end
of summer were fat and looked very well, with shiny
coats. It was a great summer with plenty of grazing
on the bogs and wetlands, which is generally where
I went to look for them in the late evening, to check
on their condition. They will graze overnight in the
cool, when the pesky insects are less troublesome,
before gathering to sunbathe for the day on the
shades.
Autumn brought rain on to the warm ground to
produce a flush of grass that they were able to graze
on till Christmas. The only thing I can predict is that,
in 2019, someone in May, when seeing the Forest
being summer grazed by a sudden increase in cattle
and ponies, will “cry out” that the Forest is overgrazed. If it was over-grazed the “indicator” would
be that the livestock would look thin and poor and
that did not happen even in the dry year of 2018.
Ann Sevier is a thirteenth-generation Commoner
who farms at Blissford in the parish of Hyde near
Fordingbridge. She keeps cattle on her farm, turns
out ponies on to the Forest, is a committee member
of the Commoners Defence Association and a Friends
of the New Forest Council member.
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PERSONS OF VERY QUESTIONABLE
CHARACTER
Gale Gould looks back through history to reveal
some of the illegal goings-on and the less seemly
aspects of life in the Forest.
Visitors to the New Forest are often delighted with
the Olde English charm of its cottages, farms and
former agricultural labourers’ dwellings. With an
abundance of thatched roofs, white picket fences
and cottage-garden planting schemes to view, the
quaint and pretty villages are the very semblance of
picture-postcard appeal. The sight of free-roaming
ponies, cattle and donkeys adds to the atmosphere
of a bygone rural idyll that has most visitors peering
longingly in at many an estate agent’s shop window.
 the New Forest hasn’t always been a place
But
where respectable people would want to settle –
far from it, in fact. Indeed, places that today are
recommended to visit by the tourism guidebooks
were once recorded to be inhabited by “persons of
very questionable character who live most wretched
and abandoned lives, and procure much of their
miserable subsistence by plunder; while they are
ready to enter with eagerness upon any smuggling
or plundering expedition to which there may be the
slightest temptation”.
What is today the picturesque village of Woodgreen,
for example, which boasts a thriving village shop,
cosy pub and a cricket pitch – indeed, all the
requirements for gentrified rural living – was
described in 1748 as being “...every house there a
trespass, and all the inhabitants live by pilfering and
stealing out of the Forest”.
In times past, almost every Royal Forest could count
squatters among the number of its local residents.
The New Forest was no exception. Many of these
people were “encroachers” who, due to the
indifference of the Forest keepers, were able to
quickly erect dwellings and take up residence.
Woodgreen, like other New Forest settlements
(such as Beaulieu Rails and East Boldre), began as a
collection of scattered dwellings, which had been
hastily erected and were often described as “hovels”
or “huts”, rather than houses.
These dwellings were “extra-parochial” (a
geographically defined area considered to be outside
any ecclesiastical or civil parish) and were illegally
erected. Once these trespassers had established
themselves in the area they were very difficult to evict.
Many of the officials were too afraid to address the
issue of encroachment and evict them, as those who
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were prepared to reside illegally were “as ready to
become murderers, as thieves”. The reputation of the
New Forest ponies fared no better, being described as
“the property of vagrants and smugglers, not worth
more than 2/6d a head”.
If the residents were unsavoury characters, some
of the Forest officials were just as bad. Many of
the offices had become mere sinecures (paid posts
that demanded no actual work) and were taken
up by men who wanted to exploit the Forest’s
resources for game hunting or to use the job title
to improve their position in society. But some of the
officials were downright dishonest and ignored the
ancient traditions and etiquette of the Forest for
their own gain.
In the mid-1700’s the Deputy Surveyor, the Deputy
Woodward and the Purveyor of the Navy were all
accused of corruption. By 1789 The Fifth Report of
Commissioners to Enquire into the Woods, Forests
and Land Revenues of the Crown reported that the
New Forest was overrun by deer, many of the Forest
customs and payments had lapsed and the Forest was
greatly exploited by those entrusted to look after it.
 eform did eventually come in the shape of the
R
New Forest Act 1877 (thanks to the efforts of the
NFA*), which redefined the powers and duties of
the administration, particularly the Verderers and the
Office of the Woods, the forerunner to the Forestry
Commission. The Act also confirmed the ancient
rights of the Commoners, which had been attacked
from all sides by encroachers, embezzlers and maladministrators alike.
Today the New Forest is professionally managed
by agencies such as the Forestry Commission and
by statutory organisations such as the Verderers
of the New Forest and the National Park Authority.
Of course, Friends of the New Forest keep an
eye on those responsible for the administration
and management of the New Forest to ensure
that it doesn’t fall back into the disorder and
exploitation exhibited formerly by persons of very
questionable character!
* For further information on this, see Saving the New Forest: the
first 150-years of the New Forest Association, by Peter Roberts.

Gale Gould is Vice Chair of Friends of the New Forest
and currently a doctoral student at the University of
Southampton.
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BOOK REVIEW
The Hidden Life of Trees –
Peter Wohlleben

The interconnectivity of the trees is possible because
of the “wood wide web”, the soil fungi that join
the vegetation into a network of symbiotic goods
and services. Many of Wohlleben’s ideas come from
years of observation in the oak and beech forest he
manages as a nature reserve in the Eifel Mountains in
western Germany, and scientific study is beginning to
confirm some of his claims.
Suzanne Simard, professor of forest ecology at the
University of British Columbia, is quoted extensively
throughout the book. Her research into “mother
trees” shows that trees have evolved to share
resources and form alliances because only in healthy,
stable forests can trees thrive and reproduce.
Competition is self-defeating. Interestingly, mother
trees are not necessarily female and perhaps
“nurturing” or “nursing” would be a better
description for their contribution to the forest.
Mother trees are the biggest and oldest trees in the
forest that have the greatest number of mycorrhizal*
networks and have survived drought, floods,
gales, lightning strikes, wildfires and pest attack.
Consequently, their nurturing presence is vital for the
younger or vulnerable trees.

Gale Gould, our Vice Chair, takes a look at a
fascinating book that makes some interesting
claims about the abilities of the arboreal
inhabitants of our Forest.
Did you know that trees can communicate? Can
smell? Can taste? And that they support their fellow
trees in times of sickness, even feeding the stumps of
their companions long after they have been felled.
These and other amazing assertions are made
in Wohlleben’s book to illustrate his belief in the
social nature of trees. When a giraffe begins to eat
an African acacia tree, for example, it releases
“distress” chemicals that are “smelled” by
neighbouring trees who respond by producing toxic
tannins, which make their leaves unpalatable – or
even deadly – to the giraffe.
Likewise, trees that suffer a leaf-eating insect attack
can “taste” the saliva of the damaging pests and, in
response, emit a pheromone to attract the predator
of that particular insect. Trees also take care of their
own kind, feeding sugars and other nutrients to ailing
comrades in an exchange that will be reciprocated, if
ever the tables are turned.
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Wohlleben and his ideas are not without their
detractors, who often use terms such as “esoteric”
and “tree-hugger” when describing his work. In
reply, he simply says that at the beginning of his
professional career as a forester he knew as much
about the hidden life of trees as a butcher does about
the emotional life of animals. However, over the years
his knowledge has increased and his opinions have
changed. He now manages a happier, healthier and
more productive – and profitable – forest as a result
of his findings.
Having already read this book twice (there is so much
to learn), I have no hesitation in recommending it
to others who want to understand more about this
fascinating subject. Readers of this book will never
look at forests and trees in quite the same way again.
* T he underground structures created by mycorrhizal fungi that
connect individual plants together and transfer water, carbon,
nitrogen, and other nutrients and minerals.

The Hidden Life of Trees, Harper Collins, 2017.
271pp, £9.99.
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BOOK REVIEW
The Rubbish Monster Thing –
Simon Chadwick

Simon Chadwick, who very kindly provides us
with a cartoon for each issue of Forest Matters
associated with one of the articles, has written
and illustrated a new book on another important
environmental topic – the issue of waste.
The Rubbish Monster Thing is the main character
in this picture book, supported by a grant from
Hampshire County Council and aimed at infant
school children to make them think twice about
waste. When Elsie finds a huge monster made of
waste demanding more rubbish to feed upon, she
explains that her family doesn't really have any.
Confused, the monster is taken through various ways
to reduce waste, finally resulting in a monster who is
not quite so “monsterous” after all.
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Simon says: “I don’t like the fact that adults are
so rubbish about rubbish and don’t take waste
seriously all the time. When you talk to children,
they so get it, they all understand it – and when you
say ‘Where does it all go?’ they all get it and are all
really enthusiastic.”

The Rubbish Monster Thing is published by
Ceratopia Books at £6.00 and is available
online from them at: https://www.
therubbishmonsterthing.org.uk/ and from
bookshops.
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DONKEYS ON PARADE
Thirteen donkeys enjoying some
winter sunshine, while on parade in
Beaulieu High Street
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